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PREFACE. 



The Author of the present unpretending volume 
found, afber its completion, that an interesting book 
had been published in America, under the name 
" Illustrations of the Law of Kindness ;" fearing, 
therefore, lest his own should be mistaken for that 
of a fellow-worker in the same field, and thus do 
an injury to both, he thinks it desirable to acquaint 
the reader that he retains the simple title of his 
choice, " The Law of Kindness," that of the other 
being as he trusts sufficiently different not to create 
confusion. It is scarcely needful to add, that the 
American book not having been seen by the Author 
of the accompanying one, the latter is quite distinct 
from it in argument and arrangement. 
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THE LAW OF KINDNESS, 



CHAPTEE I. 



THE LAW OF KDTDNESS. 



Iisr the ancient Scriptures, the records of Gk)d are 
spoken of under the threefold term, of the Statutes, 
the Judgments, and the Testimonies of the Lord. 
The Statutes are the "written commands of Jehovah, 
the Judgments are his dealings in providence with 
mankind, and the Testimonies those sweet and holy 
declarations in which the way of redemption is set 
forth, and all the winning teaching of the Spirit 
whereby men are made wise unto salvation. And this 
Trinity of the word has its Unity in the single name 
of Law, which comprehends all, enjoining, enforcing, 
predicting, guiding ; so that in life's journey like the 
aged Patriarch, we may worship leaning on the top 
of this staflF. But yet the word law in its scrip- 
tural use, has a force and beauty intrinsic beyond 
what is here said. It is not exoteric only ; it is 
esoteric. It entereth within the veil of God's mind 
of glory, and it penetrates too, the human spirit, 
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2 THE LAW or KQTDlirESS. 

filling it with joy and love. It is in something of 
this meaning that the thoughtful Hooker uses the 
word, when the old man eloquent — ^the Nestor of the 
church says — " Wherefore of law there can be no 
less considered than that her seat is the bosom of 
Q-od, her voice the harmony of the worlds, all thiaga 
in heaven and earth do her homage, the least as 
feeling her care, the greatest as subject to her 
power, both men and angels, and all thiags of what- 
soever form and order, acknowledging her as the 
mother of their peace and joy." In the same sense 
does the apostle apply the word, teaching that the 
better heathen " not having a law, are a law unto 
themselves ;" the law, that is, the rule of order and 
obedient love, being read by them, by the light of 
conscience in all nature — in the sun-lit and the 
starry heavens, in the deep sea, in each stone or 
herb around ; for to the meditative heart 

" The simplest flower that blooms, will move 
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears." 

Whenever then we think of law in reference 
to the Divine word, it is in such a connection 
that we should contemplate it. It is not enough 
to regard it as a dry code of obligations, nor as 
simply a correct system of morals. It is some- 
thing better than all this — ^not neglecting the least 
part of them, but rising above them all. It is 
the inward speaking of God to the soul by his 
grace, the witness of his Spirit with our spirits, that 
we are his children, the receiving a new principle 
and following it forth with our expanding intellect^ 
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till if we know not perfectly, we obey intuitirely, and 
possess the soul-eonscioiLsness of the love, which is 
the fiilfilling of the law, to wXriptifiaitB accomplish- 
ment, — ^the embodying that is of its idea. 

And this newness of the hidden life is very ear- 
nestly recognised in Scripture ; " If any man be in 
Christ Jesus, he is a new creature, old thing are 
passed away, behold all things are become new." As 
in natural things, the old thought of the vie inertia^ 
is deemed to be incorrect, and all bodies rather are 
crystallizing towards their affinities ; so herein by a 
spontaneous urgency almost unperceived yet ever- 
more excitiDg it, the regenerate mind of its own 
accord, is impelled to the reception of each truth, 
which by an inherent action seems to gravitate and 
cluster airound it. Hence St. Paul distinguishes 
between the righteous man and the good man, ^^ for 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perad- 
venture for a good man some will even dare to die;" 
St. James teaches, that " charity covereth the mul- 
titude of sins ;" and He who dwelleth in the high and 
holy place, himself saith, " to this man will I look, 
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 
and that trembleth at my word," i.e. hath not merely 
an awful sense of its maiesty and excellency, but a 
byiBg mail in ill thiBg» to Z conformed the;eto. 

It is in such a sense, that the phrase the '^ Law of 
Kindness" is used. Solomen is setting forth the 
character of the virtuous woman, " whose price is 
above rubies;" and as he mentioned her prudence, 
industry, self-denial, watchfulness, uprightness, godly 
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4 THE LAW or KINDNESS. 

reverence, teaches too, as one of the most illustriouij 
proofs of her excellency that " she openeth her 
mouth with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law of 
kindness." This is what St. James speaks of as 
" the royal law according to the Scripture, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;" and while the 
love of God with all the heart, mind, soul, and 
strength, makes the service of the first table, as the 
Liturgy reminds us "perfect freedom," attention to 
this in our mutual relations, will cause us " to taste 
and see," to know from happy eirperience that the 
gospel is " a perfect law of liberty," a code which 
in the observance of it, shall make a man " blessed 
in his deed ;" giving him the fruits of peace in his 
conscience and in his life. 

Happy then are they, thrice happy, who have so 
learned Christ ; who take Melchisedec Melchisalem 
for their type of spiritual priesthood — by interpre- 
tation. King of Eighteousness and King of Peace ; 
and obeying him whom he symbolized in the purity 
of a new formed wiU, strive to administer as he would 
do, to the ignorance and imperfections, the wants, 
sufferings, and weakness, of the world. We need not 
for this purpose forsake our homes, nor seek peculiar 
paths ; the occasion Hes within, around us ; and, as 
the natural light radiates from a centre, so where 
this divine love is duly exercised, our immediate circle 
win be illumined, though not less on that account 
will its bright beams be shed over all mankind. 

I advance, then, from these preliminary remarks 
\o point out the duty, the method, and the happy 
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results of the Law of Kindness in reference to the 
Pamily, to the School, to the Commonwealth, to 
International Eelations, and the TJnciyilized and 
Heathen. 

M»j, then, my speech distil as the dew, as the 
rain upon the mown grass ; may it, however, humble, 
prove a word in season to the weary in the turmoil 
of this world ; and, as one among the many secret 
causes, more than the dew of the morning, may it, 
in its measure be helping forward that harvest of 
the Lord, to which the field of the world seems 
already white, the time in which " it shall not be need- 
ful to say each to his neighbour, know the Lord, for 
all shall know him, from the least unto the greatest" 
— ^with that knowledge which justifies, and which 
reflects the rays of grace and glory which it receives. 
Storms may have been coursing each other all day 
over the ocean, the waves may have been heaved on 
high, and many a wreck may He to bleach upon the 
shore ; yet, with the descending sun a change shall 
come, a great calm, and vmmeddately the tempest- 
tossed ark, with Christ and his people, shall be at 
the land whither they go. A nation shall be bom 
in a day, so that we have scarcely time to say, lo 
here, or lo there, when He shall have come, who 
saith, '^ Behold I make all things new." Human 
passions and oflences even shall be found to praise 
God, and " the remainder thereof he wiU restrain." 
Pull of grace are his lips — ^the law of kindness in 
his tongue, and in that of his church, too, at large, 
for they shall be aU taught of Gk)d Jehovah-Tsidkenu 
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— ^fche Lord our righteousness. He and they are one. 
He is not complete mthout them, and they are 
complete in Him. ^ Awake then, O north wind, and 
come thou south, breathe upon this garden that the 
spices thereof may flow out ; let my Beloved come 
into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.'* 
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CHAPTEE n. 

THE LAW OF KUTDNESS IN THE FAMILY. 

The blessed Apostle Paul, who, as a father, cher- 
isheth his children, so speaketh to the sons of men, 
says, addressing himself more especially to the 
young, " Let them learn first to shew piety at home 
and to requite their parents ; for this is good and 
acceptable to God." As he alludes to children and 
nephews sojourning with widows, it is dear, that 
the word " parents " is to be taken in an extended 
sense, for those elders to whom they might be in- 
debted. Such, then, is the basis, or rather the fulfil- 
ment of the law of kindness in the domestic cirde. 

The apostle speaks here of the young, not as 
though they alone were interested, but because all 
the best modes of religion must begin in youth. 
There is a majesty and beauty in the heavenly doc- 
trines, which, aided by the novelty of them, as they 
are set forth before the mind of childhood, simple as 
yet, and unbiassed by the world — cannot but affect 
the heart, unless there be something wrong within, 
in a very high degree. Persons may not have been 
brought within the sphere of divine knowledge 
eairly, and so may only have had opportunities, after 
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the character is formed of understanding the scheme 
of redemption. These are no doubt admitted; — 
even the death-bed repentance is a joy to angels ; 
but that which is especially lovely, is early piety. It 
is the most acceptable to Him who hath said, " Ee- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy youth ;" 
and it has in it a force and a charm unspeakable ; 
and, moreover, growing with the growth in other 
things, it sits easily upon a person, is a part of his 
character, enables him to obey through the habit of 
virtue, and so gives the best and most reasonable op- 
portunity of attending to that highly important apos^ 
tolical precept, "preserving the proportion of faith." 
Hence St. Paul addresses the young, desirmg 
them to " show piety at home." But it is a wide 
precept ; — and wherever there is a hearth, wherever 
relatives or friends are near, or any little company, 
or home circle, of whatever kind is found — ^the work- 
man with his feUow-labourer, the clerk or apprentice 
with his comrade, the traveller, with only one or two 
in the mountain inn or the Arab tent, the sailor 
in his lonely bark upon the distant and silent sea, 
such are stiU within the golden circle of this beau- 
tiftil precept — ^the moral magnetism penetrates to 
him. The busy day — forgetM as we are of the 
Divine Presence, is fiill of God. Nor less, 

" The glittering stars, 
By the deep ear of meditation heard. 
Still, in their midnight watches, hymn his praise.'' 

Wherever we be, we may stiU say, " How dreadM 
is this place, this is none other but the house of 
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God, and this the gate of heaven ;" and wherever, 
therefore, our fellow-being is with us, we have reason 
to revere the command, and to seek to ftdfil its 
bright and lovely rule. Nor should this be confined 
to the expression, nor to outward acts. There 
may be much of the semblance of duty which after 
all is most defective. It is possible to wound even 
under the appearance of sympathy, " to damn with 
faint praise," to convey a bitter sarcasm under the 
words of love. It was this which pained David in 
the conduct of Absalom : " The words of his mouth 
were smoother than butter, but war was in his 
heart ; his words were softer than oil, yet were they 
drawn swords." This too was Iscariot's sin, " Hail, 
master," he said, " and kissed him." Indeed, the 
severest blows are those of a false disciple ; while the 
parent of the ungrateftd son wiU teU with anguish ; 

" How sharper than a serpent^s tooth it is 
To have a thankless child." 

The spirit of love is needed as well as the deed of 
kindness; the instinct of charity, if we may so speak, 
aa well as its outward display. The lower animals 
appear to possess some hidden power, by which, ac- 
cording to their relations, they make known to each 
other their mutual wants. This sympathy extends, 
perhaps, farther than we think of; so that when 
man has scarcely waked in the early dawn, or is ftiU 
of bustle through the day, or Med with toil and 
weariness as evening finds him, they probably hear 
and convey to each other their sense of Gk>d and 
nature's minstrelsy in the songs of the forest birds. 
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the brooks, and winds, and insect sounds ; so making 
melody in their hearts, or in mutual pain bearing 
each other's burdens. In such wise, I mean, by a 
heavenly instinct of charity, as it were intuitively, 
and without command, without outward shew, will 
the " Law of Kindness," make us conscious of each 
other's need, and falSl in us the endeavour to show 
piety at home. 

But that which is essential to the fulfilment of 
such a mission, even in its simplest elements, is the 
right state of the heart. There can be no true 
exhibition of piety at home, but as the result of the 
renewed nature. There must be, as the immediate 
consequence of the knowledge of God in his ma- 
jesty and goodness, and in his covenant-love in 
redemption, a just sense of what we axe, of our 
need, our weakness, our ignorance and sins. Even 
Pythagoras could give the precept ri'o>6t atavTov, 
know thyself, as the first principle of social perfec- 
tion; and the Christian scriptures reiterate this 
necessity, that we may be led to a right conduct to 
others. In human knowledge it is so: we must 
begin to learn aright, or we never can make a safe 
and satisfSactory progress. When the disciples were 
foU of jealousy and of intolerance; the Saviour 
gently rebuked them with this very need as the 
cause of their rashness, " Te know not what manner 
of spirit ye are of." But when the light of the 
Divine word is let in upon the chambers of imagery, 
and we have learned who and what we are ; pilgrims 
in a world of trial, needing f(»rgiveness, needing 
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every blessing, surrounded too with the diTine com- 
passions from the Lord of life, " whose mercies are 
new to us every morning," and are extended like 
the path of light over the ocean onward into the 
boundless time and space of eternity, then do we 
eome into a due position of mind towards our fellow- 
beings. The instrument must be essentially in tune, 
before it can send forth even beneath the most skil- 
ful touch, the burst of harmony; but when the soul 
is thus regenerated, and its affections set on truth and 
on right doing before God, it shall need no laboured 
efforts, neither wait for any great occasions to bring 
forth its sounds. Eather, like Memnon's statue, the 
very dawn shall be resonant with its spontaneous 
breathings ; and the burden and heat of the day, shall 
still be refreshed, and comforted, and strengthened in 
patience by its assiduities of love. From a mind in 
such a state, all spirit of sufficiency and haughty 
self-preference, will be removed. It has learned 
that " pride however concealed is littleness." In 
honour, then, it would prefer each the other; while it 
would still revere and stiU distrust itself. Self-renun- 
ciation will then straight foUow. It is the proud 
heart which is chiefly selfish ; but the humbled soul 
shall be found ready daily to deny itseH^ and to take 
up its cross, and to follow its Lord. Hence lovely 
tempers flow ; — ^and the vexations of life, the many 
troubles which more or less will agitate the surface 
even in the smoothest course, will be borne with a 
forbearance and calmness which they who know not 
the secret thereof, cannot appreciate. It is not 
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apathy, it Is no want of earnest and tender feeling; 
or of all the quickness of perception with which 
wounding circumstances may hurt, or baffling ones 
may irritate the Spirit that keeps it stedfast and 
patient, but a holy, heavenly elevation, a truQ 
thought to imitate the perfect Jesus, a fervent abid* 
ing desire to foUow out the will of God, an earnest 
charity for man. Nor can it rest in a passive ot 
negative goodness. Home piety, like aU good 
desires is active. It is quiet indeed, unostentatious^ 
not seeking the praise of men, but it is forcible and 
full of thoughts, for useftdness and care* That which 
Tacitus, that Master of History, and revealer of the 
human heart teaches in general, is true in this 
particular of godly devotedness. " J?arvi ttffectu^ 
loqwmtur, mctgni tacent,^^ small affections areloqua^ 
cious, great are silent. So is this free from parade 
or bustle ; it still strives to subdue self, and in eveiy 
thing the least aKke, and the greatest to make home 
the dwelling place of peace. 

That which may be remarked in the life of Christ, 
is set forth too in its degree in the private Christian. 
The Eedeemer's excellency did not wait for great 
occasions, but showed itself in a very ordinary but 
holy life. Witness his being about his Father's 
business in youth, being found in the midst of the 
doctors in the temple, both hearing them and asking 
themquestions, so that they that heardhimwere asto^ 
nished at his understanding and answers ; yet his 
meekly going down with his parents, and being sub- 
ject to them like any other child — ^then the showing 
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forth of his glory wlien attending a feast of neigh- 
bours and friends at Capernaum — then his greater 
desire to give the water of life to the woman at the 
well of Jacob, than to slake his thirst from her 
pitcher, or to take refreshment with his disciples — 
then the beautiful simpHcity of his character, the 
transparency of his conduct in hoHness, and readi* 
ness to teach and to console when with the friends 
whom he loved, in their himible abode, Mary and 
Martha and Lazarus — ^then how even on the Crosfr, 
he took care for his mother, so soon to be bereaved. 
How beautifully did he in all things illustrate the 
showing piety at home. 

Such too should be the believer's bearing. To 
requite his parents will be among his earliest 
formed and his latest wishes. He will not be 
disposed to say " Corban" it is a gifib in whatever 
he can do to render back a benefit, or to recom- 
pense relative or friend. In the full maturity of 
their wisdom, he will listen to their voice of 
friendly warning, reproof, and counsel. He will 
respect their matured knowledge, being sure that 
there is a learning which nothing but experience 
can give ; and when the silver cord is well nigh 
loosed, and age and infirmities come on, it wiU still 
be the prayer and endeavour of the dutiful heart to 
fulfil all obligations in a spirit of redoubled love, to 
bear with any petulancies or anile anger, as they 
have borne with his frowardness in youth, and to 
uphold with gentleness and care their steps as they 
go down, as we all must so soon, the hill of life. 
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It was a beautiful deyotedness of affectioii ; a de- 
dication of himself rather to the memoiy of his 
father, which led the son of Mungo Park to abandon 
his home, and wander over Africa in quest of his 
lost parent. He could not be persuaded that he 
had died ; and it was only after a seven years' ab- 
sence, that he gave up his search and his life together 
upon those sultry plains. 

The thoughtful and excellent young person wiQ 
make a profitable use of time ; he wiU remember that 
each hour comes to us laden with duty, and then flies 
forth to the throne of God to register itself how 
spent. Like the wise husbandman, he will employ 
the spring of life in sowing the good seed ; in 
receiving the word of the kingdom in his heart. 
And as knowledge is power, as education and infor- 
mation by an inherent law give influence and the 
opportunities of usefulness, he will make a point of 
diligently improving eveiy occasion, girding him- 
self to the work of study, and laying up the honey 
of sound and beautitiil thoughts for the cloudy and 
dark day of life's winter. 

It was a great praise of Henry Martyn, beyond 
that due to his genius and his powers, beyond that 
even due to his after-usefulness, that he was known 
in his college as the man who had never lost an 
hour : and he who would acquire attainments with- 
out this kind of severe and disciplined attention, is 
as the old Hebrew scholiast teaches, like one who 
should seek to plough without yoke or goad. 

Is he then the child (^ poor parents and in an 
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humblestationP Hewillstill seek to adorn and benefit 
bis cottage-bome, by attending tbe means of grace, to 
pray and to leam ; and by exemplifying tbe lessons in 
bis daily life, by cbeerfiilness, contentment, frugality, 
bonesty, and diligence in bis calling. Has it pleased 
Gbd to bless bim witb outward advantages ? He will 
feel only tbat be is called to bigber obligations to be 
clotbed witb bunulity, and to devotedness to tbe 
Supreme good. He will tbink bowmucb bis imme- 
diate connexions are bound up in bis weU-being 
and well-doing, and wiU receive in itself tbe reward 
as be dispenses tbe benefits of a diligent, virtuous, 
and amiable deportment. But to join botb ricb 
and poor; as we all bave one great and merciful God, 
one Fatber of our spirits, and we in Him, we must 
seek to sbow fortb, out of a good conversation, our 
works, witb meekness of wisdom ; baving, like tbe 
boly woman of old, tbe ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, wbicb is in tbe sigbt of God of great 
price. 

How bigbly did St. Paul estimate tbis grace, 
placing it above tbe rare spiritual gifts wbicb were 
for edification to tbe early cburcb. " Covet earnestly 
tbe best gifts, and yet sbew I unto you a more 
excellent way." Wbat was tbis tben, witbout wbicb, 
be could say of bimsel^ " Tbougb I speak witb tbe 
tongues of men and of angels, and bave tbe gift of 
propbecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge ; and tbougb I bave all &itb, so tbat I 
could remove mountains, and tbougb I bestow all 
my goods to feed tbe poor, and tbougb I give my 
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body to be burned, and have it not, I am become aa 
Bounding brass or a tinkling cymbal ;" yea, I am 
nothing — ^yea, my attainments, and labours, and alms 
deeds, "profit me nothing?" It is this heaven-bom 
love of which we speak ; this comprehensive spirit, 
this earnest self-denegation, this opening of the 
heart, to all good influence. Listen, as the apostle 
speaks, and compare as you read, the conduct of the 
blessed Paul or John, or above all, the adorable 
Jesus, with the words, " Charity suffereth long and 
is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not 
itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself un- 
seemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity but ror 
joiceth in the truth : beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 

Charity never faileth And now abideth faith, 

hope, charity, these three, but the greatest of these 
is charity." I need not remind you further of scrip- 
tural examples. I have spoken of the Sun of bright- 
ness, Christ Jesus. I turn to a single secular illus- 
tration, and with this I conclude. 

Wordsworth in mentioning the case of that De 
Clifford, who was called the good Lord Clifford, and 
who in the wars of the houses of York and Lan- 
caster, was saved from destruction in infancy by a 
shepherd's wife, and brought up by her as her son 
until mature life, when the change of circumstances 
restored hiTn to his title and his estates, thus tells 
his character, — a character not beneath a modem 
ChristiAu certainly to imitate : 
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^' Love had he found in homes where poor men lie, 
His daily teachers had been woods and rills ; 

The silence that is in the starry sky, 
The sleep that is among the lonely hills. 

'^ In him, the fiercer passions of his race, 
Bevenge, and all iiyurious thoughts were dead. 

Nor did he change, but kept in lofty place, 
The wisdom which adversity had bred. 

'' Glad were the vales and every cottage hearth, 
The shepherd herdsman loved him more and more, 

And ages after he was laid in earth, 
The Gk>od Lord Clifford was the name he bore." 



c 
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CHAPTEE ni. 

THE LAW OP KINDNESS TS THE SCHOOL. 

Heeodotus mentions a curious experiment which, 
he says, was made by one of the eariy kings of 
Persia, with the view of ascertaining the original 
language of mankind. He shut up two young per- 
sons in separate apartments, and had them tended 
from infancy, without their having the opportunity 
pf hearing a word spoken ; and when they had come 
to sufficient years, being suffered purposely to be 
hungry — the sound which they clamoured out was 
noted as being considered the natural or primeval 
word for bread, and the language in which it was 
found, was henceforth held to be the first used among 
the sons of men. Without offering any opinion as 
to the truth of this story of the old Greek, or 
the argument built upon it, if true ; it may at least 
serve to suggest a question of much importance, 
to our present subject, and which may bq thus 
proposed. 

Were one of our large public seminaries, Eton 
CoUege, or Christ's Hospital, for example, cleared of 
its present inmates, and a number of children placed 
there in their stead, collected, were it possible, in 
the earliest stage of infancy, and from various parts, 
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one hundred, for instance, of the children of the hardy 
mountaineers of Switzerland or Scotland, another 
from the worst alleys and lanes of Paris, a third hun- 
dred from the haughty and luxurious nobffity of 
Italy, Germany and Spain, another himdred from 
the buccaniers of South America, another from the 
degraded Levantines, and the fatalists of Constan- 
tinople, another from the families of the most pious 
and accomplished of the British Isles ; were it pos- 
sible for these several hundred yoimg people thus 
brought together before any outward impressions, 
any bent to their thoughts had been given, to be 
educated first under suitable nurses, then beneath 
the same teachers and masters ; so that their whole 
course from the dawn of life upwards were sub- 
jected to the same influences, governed by the same 
principles, in a word, in every respect as nearly as 
practicable, one ; should we be able, at the ages of 
ten, twenty, or fifby years, from any signs shown by 
the minds and hearts of these classes, to teU which 
were which? This question is not proposed with 
any unfriendly view to the needfiil order which is 
society's first law : but to shew the vast importance 
of education, and of placing men in the best and 
happiest circumstances, for their mental and moral 
development. 

I do not say that no differences in inherent 
character would remain among the various tribes 
of men; I believe, that something analogous to 
that which Linnsaus and others have remarked 
respecting plants, namely, that a kind of Plora's 

2 
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calendar of seasons and zones may be formed, from 
their periodic blooming opening and closing, after 
they are removed from their immediate causes of 
climate and of light, might be observed in the 
human spirit from different regions ; one, yet diverse, 
proving like the forest trees, and each leaf of every 
tree, a beauty of order even in slight individualities ; 
yet that beneath and beyond aU these secondary 
and miuute circumstances, it would be found that 
Gk)d hath fashioned our hearts ahke, and that there 
would be a similar response in human bosoms gene- 
rally to certain great principles, and an equal recep- 
tion of the image thus early and perseveringly 
stamped upon it 

This, then, as a primary truth, shows the need of 
the law of kindness in placing children as far as 
possible in the best social state as to temporal things, 
and of bringing them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. 

Youth is the proper season for all i/nstruction. It 
is the very spring-time of life, in which alone, with 
reasonable prospects of success, we may cast the 
seed of knowledge into the mind. "We feel this in 
respect of worldly matters. Where is the man who 
wiU leave to the chances of mature years the in- 
struction of his son in the rudiments of learning, or 
of trade ? No, we begin almost as soon as the un- 
derstanding dawns, in things which appear so need- 
ful ; we feel sensible of the foUy of wasting the days 
of childhood and youth : we reflect on the obstruc- 
tion and difficulties, arising from the temptations 
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and avocations of the world, and from the wayward- 
ness of the will, to any after proficiency. We act 
rightly here. Who may not see the propriety of 
applying the principle to higher and better thoughts 
— ^to theology — ^the science of the sides, the busi- 
ness equally of time and of eternity ? Surely if the 
Heathen Quinctilian could see the necessity of com- 
mencing the education of his fiiture orator from the 
cradle, and could give directions to have about him 
nurses of a well disciplined mind,* the professing 
Christian should take the earliest seasons for im- 
planting religious truth in his child's heart, and 
should watch with anxious care its increase. What 
joy is equal to that of the parent, observing in his 
infant the first spontaneous outbursts of mind, but 
how is this enhanced, when he beholds the chastened 
heart dwelling on heavenly subjects, and thus giving 
hopethat the mental gem, whose lustre is now so faint 
and feeble, shall not only on earth become bright, 
but shall, at length, find a place in the diadem of 
the Eternal King. Nor let any think that the 
childish mind is unsusceptible of religious feeling, or 
incapable of enlarged meditations on divine things. 
I say not indeed to the same extent as in after life, 
or that there are no points in the scheme of 
salvation, which soimd judgment will keep back as 
the propriety of riper years ; but where, almost, is 
the child that may not be rendered sensible, in a 
measure, of the greatness and goodness of Gk)d, as 

* Qainct Lib. 1. c. 1. 
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visible ia the bright walks of nature : where the 
understandiag that is opened to any propositions, 
that cannot be affected, by the pure precepts and 
lovely examples of Scripture ; and above all, by the 
presentation of that "beau ideal" of excellency, 
that living exemplar of perfection — Christ Jesus, 
the lowly infant, the contemplative youth, the divine 
prophet, the patient sufferer, the triumphant Lord? 
But again. A Christicm ed/ucation is of high im- 
portance to the temporal welfa/re cmd happiness of 
man, considered as an rNDirmuAL. Life is an arena 
on which strong passions and unsuspected tempta- 
tions are let loose upon every one. The combat 
begins in infancy, nor terminates till death award 
the palm of victory, or the ignominy of defeat. Now 
what is to sustain the soul in its long struggle ; 
what to animate and refresh it when almost over- 
come ; what, in short, to ensure the consciousness 
as well as the power of triumph, but the eternal 
truth of God, the spirit and gra<5e of Christ, the 
living waters of salvation ? And how may these be 
expected to visit the soul but by the discipline of 
pious counsel ? The ancients thought it needftd to 
train their youth with the utmost care, that they 
might be fitted for the difficulties of their pubHc 
games,* can we be justified in neglecting the endea- 
vour to prepare the young for the yet greater 
spectacle of life ? But nothing except a religious 

* Optatam cursa qui yult contingere metam 
Multa tulit fecitque puer, sudayit et alsit 
Abstinuit Venere et Vino. — Aks. Pokt. 
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education, can yield such preparation. Take a 
youth, bestow upon him the highest mental culture, 
give him all that the world calls useful knowledge ; 
let him wander with the muses over classic ground, 
or foUow science in her star-lit path ; let him be 
possessed of every accomplishment, and all the ad- 
vantages of wealth and rank, but let him be desti- 
tute of the true philosophy, the Gospel, and how fiar 
will these things benefit him ? Nay, rather, do they 
not often become a hindrance to his solid comfort, 
leading him to pride and its attendant evils, and to 
the bitter wisdom of disappointed hopes ? Bead the 
life of an Aldbiades, an Alexander, a Bolingbroke, a 
Bousseau, a Napoleon, a Eyron, and say if genius and 
information, uncontrolled by inspired truth, be not 
like the light of the glow-worm, brightening the 
possessor but to become a prey ? The great error 
of mankind consists in the mistaking knowledge for 
wisdom. Let a parent have the opportunity of 
bestowing on his child a certain nimiber of ideas, 
and he is contented ; nor does he stay to ask how 
these ideas are likely to be combined in the under- 
standing and imagination, or what will be the work- 
ing of them. And what is the consequence ? The 
youthful mind, like a bark, fair, but unfitted for the 
sea, puts forth upon life's fiattering biQows; it 
spreads its canvass to the gale and dances along its 
way secure and satisfied; but soon storms arise; 
the strong winds of passion set against it ; it is 
destitute of the ballast of eternal truth, and that fear 
of the Lord, which is the hegvrmmg of wisdom ; it is 
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overwhelmed by the very conditions which gave it 
beauty, and rendered it a thing of praise. Eemark 
through the world, who are the moderate, the con- 
tented, the happy; on whom does knowledge sit 
well, on whom do accomplishments bestow a grace ; 
who are the really blessed by prosperity, the patient 
and gentle under adversity, but they who have been 
instructed in the principles of an humble, but manly 
piety, and who have learned virtue at the mouth of 
truth. 

Nor is religion a personal blessing alone. Her 
character, like that indeed of all principles, is diffu- 
sive. Whatever is true of man as ^n individual, 
may also in its degree be predicated of man socially 
and politically considered. The person whose pious 
education is followed up by its natural and appro- 
priate fruits, is improved as a member of his family 
and of the state ; nor only advanced from a condi- 
tion in which he was doing no good, but from one 
positively injurious, and corrupt in its tendencies, 
to another, in which he is capable of dispensing in 
the highest degree happiness and advantage. Let 
the mass of men be destitute of the solemn motives 
of religion, as rules of their conduct, n;nd what are 
they both in domestic and political life ? The French 
Bevolution of the last century and its cojisequences 
will sufficiently speak. In the savage, riotous and 
atheistic acts which disgraced the nation at that 
gloomy period, and the laxity of manners, impatience 
and ambition which have since characterized it, we 
possess a commanding proof of the evils of irreli- 
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gion, and the necessity, in order to the continuance 
and increase of private happiness, and the wel&re 
of the community, of educating youth in the prin- 
dples and practice of Christian devotedness — ^the 
woman that she may bless her little circle, and in- 
fluence her partner and her offspring — the man, 
that he may coincide in these virtuous endeavours, 
add weight to her instructions to her children, and 
mingling with the world, carry with him to the 
senate, the forum, the store, and the workshop, the 
rules and hopes which he finds the source of his 
mental peace, and of the regularity, comfort, and 
haimony of his home. The eyil of the human heart, 
that spiritual gravitation, is a constantly acting 
force; it disturbs the most beautifol theories, and 
deranges the most perfect laws; it must be both 
taken advantage of and counteracted, would we have 
the machinery of the social system to work in any 
degree weU for a perpetuity. The only means of 
thus vanquishing it, thus bending it to our uses, is 
Christianity. Of this power Greece and Eome 
were ignorant ; and therefore behold their plan& of 
government exploding, and involving millions in the 
ruin : such too must be the fiite of every modem 
nation, which takes not warning from their fall ! 

But these.considerations are derived from the very 
nature of things ; the mere fitness of certain qualities 
to produce certain ends, the simple fiact of the 
probability which there is, that the inculcation of 
piety and virtue in youth, will result in a pious, vir- 
tuous, and happy manhood ; and that this being true 
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of the individual, the condition has but to be multi- 
plied to lead to the highest measure of prosperity 
and comfort in the commonwealth, and m the world. 

Further reasonings address themselves to those 
who allow the authority of revelation. Are chil- 
dren commanded to honour and obey their pa- 
rents ? The obligations on the one part, implies 
a corresponding duty on the other. It exhibits 
those invested with authority over the youth, as 
God's vicegerents towards them. It indicates, that 
He who usually Mfils the purposes of his provi- 
dence, by the employment of means, has given to 
parents a delegated power, for the exercise of which 
they are responsible to " thei/r Father which is in 
heaven." And therefore, in so fiar forth as analogies 
obtain, between the heavenly and earthly parent, 
the latter is bound to consider the discipline, and to 
coincide in the instructions of the former. But the 
Almighty, by the whole of his dispensations to us, 
both encourages and chastens us in love, designing 
that we " should show forth the virtues* of him 
who hath called us out of darkness into his marvel- 
lous Hght," and " that we may be made wise imto 
salvation." How obvious then the duty of those 
who have the guardianship of the yoimg, to set 
before themselves the same object, an4 to use the 
most efficient methods for its accomplishment ! 

But holy Scripture does not leave the subject to 
mere inference. It is express and definitive in its in- 
culcation of the duty. " Te fathers provoke not your 

* ras aperas 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
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children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." " These words which 
I command thee shall be in thine heart ; and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up." " Foolish- 
ness is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod 
of correction shall drive it far from him." " Chasten 
thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul 
spare for his crying." Nor is this duty less enforced 
in Scripture in the way of example than of precept. 
The father of the faithfiil is thus spoken of by the 
Almighty : " I know my servant Abraham that he 
will command his children and his household afber 
him that they fear the Lord." The dedication of 
her son to God by Hannah was accepted, and greatly 
blessed. Eli's neglectful conduct was punished with 
the most dreadful calamities. It was the honour of 
Timothy that " he had known the Scriptures from 
his youth." But the word of God does not leave 
the question even here ; it recognizes the principle 
we have before exhibited, of the happy effects of a 
religious education ; it adds a kind of promise to 
the attention to this duty by the pious parent. 
" The rod and reproof give wisdom ; but a child left 
to himself bringeth his mother to shame. Correct 
thy son and he shall give thee rest ; yea, he shall 
give delight unto thy soul. Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he wiU not 
depart from it." 
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Beyond all these reasons, and that which adds an 
unspeakable importance to the whole, is the bearing 
of pious instruction on ma/rCs eternal destinies. It 
has been shown that should existence be bounded 
by the present fleeting scene, strong necessity there 
were that a religious education be conmiunicated to 
youth ; but how much more is this the case, when 
we contemplate him as an immortal being. Yes, 
we shall not entirely die when we lay down the 
burden of the body ; rather we then begin to live ; 
the vital principle is abstracted from the dull ele- 
ments of its earthly abode, to glow with augmented 
energy in regions where all is immortality. But 
our state then is dependent on our character now. 
It is not so much the germination of a new mode 
of being, as the indefinite expansion of one at pre- 
sent existing. The scion of the rose striking its 
tender roots, and putting forth early leaves, beneath 
the changefril and inclement skies of spring; and 
the tree rejoicing the sunny hours of summer by its 
beauty and fragrance, are one in character and 
quality ; one also, is the nightshade, whether in act 
to germinate, or laden with poisonous berries. 
Man too is forming for his final state. Let him 
continue here without spiritual culture, he must soon 
enter on a condition of unmingled woe. The evil 
principles of his nature being expanded, their ne- 
cessary effects will be experienced in a total dissi- 
milarity from Gk)d, and therefore utter remoteness 
from happiness. But let the time of his probation 
be improved; let especially the opportunities of 
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youth be filled up with the precious boon of pious 
instruction ; let the means be used on which the 
Supreme has promised his blessing ; and the child 
becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus. He is 
bom again, and from time to time renewed in the 
spirit of his mind. He receives, though inadequately 
and indistinctly, (comparatively speaking,) but yet 
eflTectually and indelibly, that impression which fits 
him for awaking on the resurrection morning, with 
the divine " likeness, after his image." Oh blessed 
consequence of the reception of the principles of 
godliness in youth ! Oh wonderful contrast between 
the state of the soul which dies far from the Al- 
mighty, and that which, after a life of piety, resigns 
itself into the hands of its redeeming Lord ! The 
one enters that changeless, hopeless, region, for 
which its imdisciplined thoughts, and grovelling 
desires, have but too well fitted it ; the other " rests 
in hope ;" its days of trial are over ; before it is 
" the fiilness of joy, and those pleasures which are 
at God's right hand for evermore." 

Such, then, is the necessity, such are the conse- 
quences of pious education. "We may not expect 
the harvest, but as we avail ourselves of the youthfiil 
period, for casting in the seed. In doing so, the 
benefits are the happiness and wel&re of the indi- 
vidual, the comfort of families, the prosperity of the 
state, the peace of the world, the fevour of Gk)d, as 
vouchsafed to those who fulfil his conmiands, the 
felicity of heaven. And aU these blessings, not put 
in competition with the mere negation of good, but 
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with whatever of distressing and of painful can be 
suggested to the parent, the Mend, the patriot, and 
the Christian. Where then is the guardian of the 
youthful mind who can resist the appeal made to 
him equally by reason and revelation? Who so 
dull as not to observe the responsibility resting 
upon him, of seeking, according to his opportunities, 
the instruction of the young in holy principles. 
Surely if there be any one thing of more impor- 
tance than all others — ^if there be any subject that 
should command our thoughts and care — ^if there 
be any duty for the omission of which we shall 
reproach ourselves on the dying bed, and be arraigned 
at the tribunal of TTiTn whose least displeasure is 
more dreadM than aU earthly sorrow — ^if there be 
any point in which we should seek pre-eminently to 
imitate the conduct of that august, yet condescend- 
ing Being, who " took little children in his arms 
and blessed them, saying, of such is the kingdom of 
heaven," it is that of the education of youth for 
eternity ! " Take heed," saith the Master, " that 
ye cause not one of these little ones to stumble." 
" Whosoever shall receive one such little child in 
my name, receiveth me. But whosoever shall cause 
one of these little ones to stumble,* it were better 
for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck 
and he cast into the depths of the sea." 

Let parents, and those who have authority over 
the young, consider these points. Let them put it 
to their consciences, what are they doing for those 

* Matt, xriii. 6. Os ^ay <rx,aySa\iari, &c 
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committed to their charge ; let them not be satisfied 
with any thing which they have not reason to believe 
will satisfy the Almighty. Let them remember 
they are the stewards of Gk)d, and proper helps to 
the ministry of his Church in this respect, and that 
they must herein watch for souls as those who must 
give accoimt. Thus alone may they hope for that 
favour which is better than life, and with humble 
confidence look forward to the blissful re-union with 
their Uttle ones, when time and aU its transitory 
interests are merged in the awful, realities of 
eternity. 

An opinion has, in modem times, prevailed with 
some, that a child should be left unbiassed, as to re- 
ligious sentiments, till he come to mature years, and 
that then he should form them for himself, — ^in other 
words, that religion and education may safely be 
disjoined. "Were the soul of a child like a sealed 
book, there might be some justice ia such a thought. 
But what is the feet ? "While the parent or guar- 
dian is supine, Satan and the world are active. The 
child mil receive some principles ; and hence, at the 
period which the theorist has appointed in his spe- 
culation for the commencement of a diligent scrutiny 
into religious truth, the young person's mind is 
foimd occupied by a multitude of thoughts and 
desires altogether unfitting it for the investigation. 
Again, the child, in the course of education, will 
continually be met with the remark, " Such a mode 
of conduct is right, such an one wrong." He 
reasons, why right or wrong ? What shall the per- 



32 THE LAW OP KDTOKESS 

son who discards Christianity from his rule of dis- 
cipline say ? " It is right or wrong in the opinion 
of the world, it may benefit you or the reverse, it is 
consistent or inconsistent with the fitness of 
tlungs ?" How low, and (what is more important,) 
how insufficient are these motives. How manifestly 
better to begin with the noble reasons furnished by 
revelation which displays the will of Otoi, as the 
rule of duty, and the rewards or pimishments of 
eternity as the sanctions by which it is enforced. 
A child educated on the former principle, can only 
become virtuous, as it were, by accident; on the 
latter, the strongest barriers are raised against evU, 
and the best possible means afforded for hiB forming 
for himself a right judgment in all things. 

So important is this subject that it has not 
escaped the attention of our neighbours, though 
not thought usually overmuch devoted to religion. 
It is curious to find the philosophical de Tocque- 
viQe, writing in 1835, before the recent changes in 
Europe, in terms, so prophetic we might call them 
as the following : " The christian nations seem to 
me to present a most alarming spectacle ; the im- 
pulse which is bearing them along is so strong that 
it cannot be stopped, but it is not yet so rapid that 
it cannot be guided ; their fate is in their hands ; 
yet a little while and it may be so no longer. The 
first duty which is at this time imposed upon those 
who direct our affairs, is to educate the democracy ; 
to warm its faith, if that be possible ; to purify its 
morals; to direct its energies; to substitute a 
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knowledge of business for its inexperience, and an 
acquaintance with its true interests for its blind 
propensities." " The evidence of the Poor Law 
Commissioners speaks to a state of ignorance in the 
rural districts, not only to what is usually desig- 
nated learning, but even to those matters on which 
the comfort of the labourers and the existence of 
society must materially depend — ^a knowledge of the 
value of labour-of the right of property--of all 
skill in mechanical art and gardening, and of the 
necessity of prudence." And though since the pub- 
lication by the Central Society of Education, of the 
last quotation, something has been done, the amoimt 
of ignorance, and the insufficient character of what 
is called Instruction, remains in a frightful degree* 
" "We must," says the Bishop of "Winchester, " build 
either more schools, or more prisons. We must 
extend and improve our machineiy, or continue to 
live in the midst of an ignorant and reckless popu- 
lation — ^reckless, because ignorant; — we must go 
among them with the Bible in one hand, and tha 
book of useful knowledge in the other." 

In illustration of this subject, I may mention a 
little circumstance which occurred in a parish of 
which I was curate. A party of gypseys had en- 
camped on the village green. It was Saturday 
evening in the summer. I came out from the cot- 
tage of one of the industrious and intelligent poor ; 
whose small library gave evidence of a love of read- 
ing, and whose neat room showed that other valu- 
able habits had followed this good knowledge. The 
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noise in the gypsey camp drew me to the spot from 
whence it proceeded ; hut what a contrast to the 
humble palace of order I had left ! All here was 
dirt, confiision, uproar. I tried to pacify them in 
a quarrel in wUch the elder persons were engaged ; 
and then, turning from their state to that of their 
children, remarked how sad a thing it was to see 
these poor young creatures brought up in such 
ignorance, and to such habits. The women seemed 
touched by what I said, and I begged them to come 
to church, and to bring their children to see our 
Sunday-school on the next day. They came — dressed 
as well as their circumstances allowed — ^forthe holy 
and civilizing influences of the Sabbath, for once at 
least, attaiaed even to them. It was possibly the 
One sun-gleam in the stormy day of their life. But 
how different was the appearance of this &mily from 
that of the respectable, attentive, promising-looking 
persons around. I put a book into the hands of 
the gypsey children : but they could not read. I 
asked them some simple questions relating to reli- 
gious duty, but they knew uot how to answer. I 
requested our school classes to read and to tell me 
the meaning of some scriptural passages ;— their 
knowledge seemed to strike the poor gypseys with 
awe. I pointed out both to the parents and the 
children the difference between their state and that 
of this Christian congregation and school, and told 
them that their ignorance and idleness had led to 
their appearance and their sorrows ; while in the 
peace, content^ cleanliness^ and order of the others^ 
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they might see the fruits of the fear of the Lord, 
of industry, and knowledge. I believe what I said, 
for I spoke kindly to them, entered into their hearts ; 
for I seemed to read in the thoughtful expression of 
the elder the sentiment of Solomon, " A child left 
to himself bringeth his mother to shame ;" and I 
heard a young child say as they left, " Mother, let 
MB gta^ somewhere that we may go to school." 

This is but one example. Thousands could no 
doubt be adduced. But I turn to a beautiful ac- 
count, entitled, Les lEcdlea en HaiUona, from a 
French paper La Itefbrme^ showing at once that 
England is influencing other lands ; and the need, 
therefore, of our doing aU in our power to improve 
and cultivate the youthful mind : 

'^ It is a Sunday night. Tou are sad, under the in- 
fluence of a fit of misanthropy, and you are walking 

slowly in one of the muddy streets of London It 

rains — ^the street is lonely and dark. Tou go along 
damp and blackened walls, seeking a shelter. On a 
sudden, a door is opened not far from you, and a ragged 
child comes out. Tou stop, for you have heard voices 
singing, and you ask yourself— Whence do they come ? 
It is not a chapel, the entrance is too wretched ; it is 
not a school, for there are the voices of adults. Tou 
wish to know what it is, and you go in. Tou ascend 
a narrow staircase, at the top of which you see before 
you all the miseries, all the sufferings, and all the vir- 
tues which you can imagine. There you see vagrants, 
prostitutes, orphans, thieves, and a few devoted young 
men, some sweet girls, who consecrate their leisure to 
the education of these wretched beings, disinherited by 

i>2 
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nature and by man ! It is a Ragged School! It is rSeole 
dea haiUons ! Many tears, many prayers, and many 
volumes of morals and philosophy are contained in these 
words. Well, you proceed — ^the room is divided in two 
by a wooden partition, with a platform at one end, from 
which the Superintendent can watch over all his pupils. 
On this platform there are about fifty children, under six 
years of age. Tou are overwhelmed with a strange feel- 
ing of sadness, while beholding these poor little creatures, 
whose delicate limbs are scarcely clothed with rags, and 
you think you see flowers covered with mud ! You feel 
your heart stirred within you, when you see these rosy 
faces, hear these pure voices, and think that the greater 
part of these children have the street for bed and abode, 
and that they do not know a mother's love ! They are 
the fruits of debauch — that spume of great cities. They 
awoke one morning with a smiling &ce under the pale 
sun of London, and since that day God alone knows 
what has been their food. — ^ When they have no bread 
they sleep,* 

'< Yet a little while, and those bright cheeks will lose 
their bloom ; those angelic smiles will disappear, and 
premature depravity will fade those tender flowers, to 
break them soon after ; or, perhaps, to-morrow, hunger 
and misery will put an end to their existence. What 
matters it 1 It will be one human being less, and that 
is all ! "So one will know it, except the young female 
teacher of the Bagged School, who will see one place 
vacant in the circle — and who will weep ! These 
thoughts pain you, and you turn your eyes from these 
children, and direct your steps elsewhere. There are 
the girls. You see six circles of them, and in the centre 
of each a female teacher. The first is composed of little 
girls from seven to ten years of age ; those of the second 
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are from ten to twelve ; and so on. You stop again near 
the last circle — ^those are prostitutes I You can trace 
on those faces of fifteen to twenty the most foul debauch. 
You understand that gin alone could thus wither those 
lips, deaden and stupify those eyes which stare at you. 
And what hoarse voices, what obscene words, what idiot 
laughs, strike your ears ! And the oldest of those girls 
is twenty ! Some of them hold little babes on their 
knees. Are they their own ? You dare not ask — and 
you pass on. You get in the other part of the room. 
Here the teacher comes to you, to advise you to take 
care of your pockets; you have left vice for crime. You 
stop near one of those circles, and listen. A teacher is 
explaining the Gospel to those understandings, oblite- 
rated by misery and vice ; some are laughing, others are 
knocking each other down, and a few are attentive. By 
dint of patience, the teacher often obtains from those 
uncultivated minds some strange words, which show 
that his efforts are not vain. ^ One night,' says the Re- 
port of one of these schools, ^ we were reading that pas- 
sage of the New Testament, where a woman fell at the 
feet of Christ, beseeching that he would cast forth the 
devil out of her daughter. When we came to the prayer 
which she addressed to Jesus, ^' Lord, help me !" a young 
boy, who had many times let his head fall on the 
shoulder of his neighbour, exclaimed, '* Teacher, I will 
repeat that prayer when I have returned home, for I am 
in need of help. My feither is almost blind, my mother 
is dead, I have no means of earning my subsistence, and 
I have eat nothing since yesterday ! '' ' 

'< The teacher's heart heaves, and his eyes fill with tears, 
when he hears such words. He asks the child where he 
lives ; then, when the school is over, he follows him to 
the damp vault, where his £Either is stretched on a little 
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Straw. He inquires about their situation, endeavours 
to give them some consolation, and does not leave them 
without affording relief. Sometimes, however, the 
teacher cannot even help a sicklj scholar whom he 
visits ; for he finds sitting near the bed a female, intoxi- 
cated, whom the child calls his mother, and to whom the 
generous youth durst not give any thing, lest with it 
she should get more drink. 

^ In the midst of the youths, firom eighteen to twenty 
years old, (all of them dothed in rags^) composing one of 
the next circle, you behold with astonishment a man 
who may be from forty-five to fifty, with a sinister coun- 
tenance, oblique looks, and huge form — ^he is one of the 
most assiduous scholars — ^he is one of the most dexterous 
thieves of London. 

'^When the dock strikes ei^t, the superintendent 
requires silence. It is difficult to obtain this from an 
assemblage of from 100 to 150 scholars of this descrip- 
tion. He patiently waits until the last cry has ceased — 
the last voice has hushed ; then he gives out a hymn, 
which they sing ; he addresses a few parting words to his 
pupils, of whom a great number wiU perhaps never come 
again ; he pronounces aloud a prayer, which they repeat 
in a whisper, and the scholars return home, (those who 
have one,) some to the crowded hovels, where they will 
sleep all night — ^the greater number to the streets, seekT 
ing a stone step where they can rest their heads. Others 
go to their business. Their business ? What can be 
the business of vagrant children ? It is this. On Sun- 
day, religious services are conduded about eight o'clock ; 
well, leaving the Ragged School^ they sometimes flock to 

the doors of churches and chapds, and there they 

steal what they can. 
" But, perhaps you ask, what allurement can there be 
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for such beings in that school ? What are the means 
employed to secure their regular attendance at these 
Ragged Schools? Indeed, no other than meekness and 
patience. It is bj the sole power of charity, of love, that 
those jMzna^ are induced to be assiduous and attentive. 
The generous teachers, who devote themselves to this 
work of humility, consecrate, most of them, that time 
which they would otherwise give to rest ; when they act 
with so much meekness — they answer by so much kind- 
ness and patience to the words, so often vulgar, of these 
wretches, that they succeed in securing their affections. 
A young female teacher was speaking of God and his 
providence to her class, when she was interrupted by a 
little girl, who said, ' I don't care for God; I don't love 
him ; I don't love Christ ; and I don't love you !' A 
murmur of disapprobation arose among her compa- 
nions ; they said that they loved their mistress, and that 
they were willing to share their bread with her. ' And 
would not you do the same V asked the young female 
to the child. *No,' answered she. *WeU,* added the 
teacher, with tenderness, ' I should be happy to share 
my bread with you, and if you don't love me, I love you, 
for I come every day a long distance to teach you !' 
The child could not resist words so tender — she threw 
herself in the arms of her whom she had offended, cover- 
ing her with tears and kisses. 

** This is one example of the power of kindness ; we 
could give a thousand, but the strongest proof that we 
can adduce as to the excellency of this system is, that, 
during the few years these Bagged Schools have been 
founded in London, their number has increased to 80 ; 
that of the voluntary teachers to 900, and the number 
of scholars to 15,000, 

" Now, you may ask, what can be the object of these 
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schools 1 Their object is to open those dark minds td 
the reflection, if not to the light itself, of whatever is 
beautiful and good. These poor beings are the disin- 
herited of nature and of man ; we repeat it, most of 
them were bom in the streets — they know no other home. 
Their mothers only gave them life — a sad present, which 
they only know through hunger and cold ! They feed 
on the crumbs which fall into the mire through which 
they drag themselves. They learn nothing but evil ; 
they respect nothing, love nothing, believe nothing. 
They are as ignorant of God as they are of their mother 
•^Ah 1 they are indeed disinherited ; for all in them is 
left to any influence and impulse, whether the body, the 
mind, or the heart. Well, they enter the Bagged School ; 
they hear hymns sung — ^that is already something for 
the heart. Then they are spoken to with kindness ; 
perhaps for the first time do they hear a tender voice 
and see a smile ; perhaps for the first time do they feel 
that they have a heart, and understand that they can 
love ! And do you think they will not come again ! 
Do you think they can stop their ears against those 
voices which say. ^ Come unto us, you whom the world 
drives back, and we will love you ?' Ay, and they do 
come again 1 Then they are taught to read, and they 
understand that they can know something — so much 
for the mind. Then, if they have been attentive and 
studious, they receive a blue ticket ; when they have 
twelve of these they change them for a white ; and 
when they have twelve white tickets they receive an 
article of clothing; so much for the body. This is 
surely a very small result ; it is slender comfort for so 
many wants ; but, nevertheless, it shows to those un- 
happy beings, that somebody in the wide world carea 
for them ; it is a proof that they are not entirely for- 
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gotten. And besides, these are not the onlj firuits of 
such devotedness^ of so generous efforts. Often some of 
these wretched women have come, with their faces 
bathed in tears, and asked the mild and kind young 
females who were teaching them, by what means they 
could become again respectable and respected as they ? 
They have then been encouraged ; they have been placed 
in asylums ; care has been bestowed upon them, and 
some years after, they, in their turn, have come to thes^ 
Bagged SchoolSy with a book in their hands, to impart 
to others the benefits which they had received." 

It is not however, only for the sake of England 
that education should be pursued. Eor ourselves, 
we should bestow it fully, universally, being sure that 
the exigencies of life, and the maimer in which 
young people are scattered at the age of thirteen or 
fourteen from our schools, put a natural limit to 
instruction, and prevent any from receiving tod 
abundantly, were that possible, the germs of useful 
knowledge. 

But besides these intrinsic advantages to our 
country, England is at present in a most peculiar 
position in reference to the world at large. She is 
becoming the Mother of Empires. There leave our 
shores each year a mixed multitude, from aU classes, 
of not less than 200,000 people. Some of these are 
mere idle visitors of foreign countries, some artizans, 
traders, servants, soldiers, and sailors, the greats 
part, and those, too, likely to exercise the most per- 
inanent influence, because they go to seek a home, 
emigrants, who, either among distant people, or per- 
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haps among aborigines, are to become the tillers of 
the ground, to lay the basis of civilization, and to 
carry our language, laws, and religion over the 
globe. Sharon Turner remarks, that Nature is an 
Economist ; that it is probable that vegetation was 
at first created like the different orders of animals, 
that is, in the smallest numbers, and lefb to general 
laws to spread itself over the earth. In the same 
way, moral and intellectual truth may need its 
origin, and find its propagation. K, then, it be 
given to England, as Milton patriotically said, and 
we may hope, "to teach the nations how to live," 
to fecundate the world, as it were, with heavenly 
principles, how needful that we should bestow on 
all the young around us the best and noblest senti- 
ments, and the purest knowledge. How often does 
the distant traveller or emigrant trace his religious 
hopes, his respectability, his position in society, his 
comforts, to the hallowed influences of his chuorch 
and school. Abroad, men think with lingering 
affection of their homes. As Heber says, — 

" For who in Indian bower hath stood. 
But thought on England^s good green wood. 
And blest beneath the palmy shade, 
Her hazel and her hawthorn glade, 
And breathed a prayer ! how oft in vain, 
To gaze upon her oaks again !" 

Then if there be any spot on which the memory 
will dwell with delight ; any one, the idea of visiting 
which the hopes wiU feed on, it is the place of 
worship we have loved, the spot in which we have 
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i^eceived the rudiments of thought. And are there 
not advantages in these associations ? Yes. We 
trace back our mercies to Him who gave them 
there ; we feel our present blessings to be the result 
of cares bestowed in youth ; we seek to make known 
our country's principles of piety, justice, and mercy, 
its advances in sciences and arts ; and involuntarily, 
we become of use, and are tending to make the 
earth happier and better by our words and acts. 

In a country place, a single wise and amiable in- 
dividual may, as was indeed done by Mrs. TTannah 
More, almost change the aspect and character of 
the neighbourhood around ; who, then, can tell the 
influence of a thoroughly wise and good people? 
Would it not be in itself blessed and a blessing ? 
Would not peace be within its walls and prosperity 
within its palaces ? Would not other nations feel 
its benignant example, while they looked to it as the 
source and centre of truth and love ? Would it 
not, by these winning motives, do more than ever 
has been done by fleets and armies ; and cause even 
the remotest nations to seek its alliance and to learn 
its principles ? 

Now, we cannot say to what extent our country 
Inay realize such an idea. At present, with all our 
privileges and blessings, we are very far from it ; 
but this we may be bold to affirm, that if ever it 
should be realized, or in whatever degree such a 
state may be approached to, the whole must begin 
in education ; the leaven of sound Christian wisdom 
mujst penetrate the lump; we must consider tha 
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law of kindness in the school, visit every alley and 
lane in search even of the most destitute ; " compel" 
by sweet and holy counsel even the idlest and most 
unwilling " to come in ;" and with the bread of life 
for the soul, and the means of sustenance for the> 
body, freely offered, must seek to instruct more than 
to punish, to remove temptation and the causes of 
crime, rather than to let the poor destitute grow 
up in the paths of guilt, tiU they consummate their 
evil teaching in expense and fear to the other classes, 
in sorrow and suffering to themselves. So may our 
sons be as plants grown up in their youth, our 
daughters as comer-stones, polished after the simi- 
litude of a palace (Psalm cxliv. 12.) 

Nor are there any too humble in themselves to be 
teachers, or too degraded to be taught. How lovely 
was the conduct of Sarah Martin, a poor seamstress 
of Yarmouth, and how beneficial. This person, 
when a girl, had occasion to visit the jail of her native 
town. She said a few words to a female prisoner, 
which she perceived affected her ; and on this slight 
Encouragement, she determined to go again. She 
went, and was shocked at the awful state of the 
prisoners. At that time, there were no jail chap- 
lains ; the prisoners were herded together, the men 
in one part, the women va another ; and no atten- 
tion was paid to their habits, or to their chance of 
contamination. But this young woman's heart was 
touched by the grace of God, and the love of him 
produced its effect in an undying love for the souls 
of these her poor feUow-creatures. She earned but 
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about twelve shillings a week at most ; but out of 
these six days' gains, she gave up one day aud itsi 
fruits to visiting the prison and the sick. Soon, 
£resh calls upon her time arose, and as they pressed 
upon her, awoke new energies ; she gradually gave up 
a second and a third day, in short, all her time to 
them, reading sermons and conducting schools in 
the prison on Sundays, and watching over the people, 
for the improvement of their mental and social hap- 
piness through the week. Meanwhile her work 
fiuled, her employers ceased to give orders to one 
who could not execute them. She was obliged to 
live in a mean room, where she cooked, and dwelt 
alone, and in the poorest and most precarious man- 
ner ; and at the same time, met only with opposi- 
tion and discouragement from the authorities. But 
nothing could subdue her or turn her from her pur- 
pose. She went on for more than twenty years in 
this unknown imrequited toil ; but she was the in- 
strument of reforming the jail to a remarkable 
extent; the sick and the schools whom she visited 
at odd hours, when away from her most cherished 
object, the prison, delighted in her presence, and 
not a few even of the most hardened prisoners " wiU 
rise up and call her blessed." 

What an example of the law of kindness, the 
more affecting, because original and unknown, 
became of an obscure person, one without much 
education, money or friends. We wiU not say to 
the reader, " Gk) thou and do likewise ;" his voca- 
tion may be different ; but as to the spirit that die- 



46 THE LAW OP KINDNESS IN THE SCHOOL. 

tated these acts, as to her perseverance, her patience, 
her holy boldness and her love, let the same mind 
be in yon ; be followers of her even as she followed^ 
Christ ; and in this fellen and sorrowing world be 
sure, you shall not have far to seek objects of your 
benevolence; neither shall you want a reward of 
grace. ^' Blessed art thou because thou hast laboured 
and hast not fainted." " Brethren if any of you do 
err from the truth and one convert him ; let him 
know, that he who converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way, shaU save a soul from death and 
shall hide a multitude of sins." " They that be wise 
shall shine as the sun, and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever." 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

THE LAW OP EXNDlirESS IN THE CHUBCH. 

On no subject is there more of anxious dispute, we 
miglit say of acrimonious contention, than that of 
religion. This, considering the infirmities and igno- 
rance of mankind, is perhaps in one sense natural. 
Por mystery, which is truth seen in fragments, will 
attract according to its different phases or portions, 
diverse classes of mind. Yet on the other hand, 
when we consider the solemnity and sweetness of the 
subject, the Majesty of God, the perfection of hiff 
moral attributes, the brevity of our earthly pilgrim- 
age, the eternity and glory of the future world, and 
the nature of the vocation to which we are called, 
nothing surely can be more misplaced. Had we all 
truth, and the certainty thereof, we might have 
more excuse for vehemence of feeling ; though in 
the possession itself of that sacred gi^, we should 
receive the antidote to passion and to prejudice. 
But imperfect as we are, ignorant of many things^ 
blinded by self-love and early prepossessions, 
nothing can seem more out of character than our 
strifes. What would a thoughtM Chinese or a 
learned Brahmin say of our controversies and of 
the spirit in which we carry them on. Might he 
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not smile at our pretensions and would not his mind 
be put to the greatest distance &om our faith, as he 
found we were so little agreed in it. Nor is this 
the peculiar fault of any one class of Christians. 
Bomanists, no less than Protestants have their 
discords and divisions, and in some cases where the 
outward appearance is the most uniform, the inward 
separations of spirit, are the widest and the most 
saddening. Besides which, difference of opinion is 
to some extent a result of freedom. If the Eoman 
Church appeals to its unity in the faith, as a proof 
of its having truth on its side ; may it not reason- 
ably be suggested, that the unfounded assumption 
of infallibility, with its concomitant prostration of 
mind in the masses, and the want of religious 
liberty, and of the spirit of enquiry, may produce a 
calm which is but another name for death. Where 
the Scriptures are withheld from the people, where 
the Priesthood hold enthralled the consciences of 
men, and where the terrors of Inquisition appal, 
is it to be wondered at that there should be little of 
outward stir, or of the disposition to express opinion ? 
But no sooner does the human soul become emanci* 
pated, than? the proof is given of what a bondage it 
has sustained. And the weight which has so long 
oppressed it, being removed, the feet of its com- 
pelled uniformity, leads, through the ignorance and 
prejudices which it has fostered, to a variety of 
sentiments, and forms of error no less than of truth. 
The gold has been long hidden in the mine. It has 
now been raised to the surface. It takes much time 
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and many cares to cleanse it fi*om its mundic, and 
to give it forth refined and pure. This was seen in 
the Eeformation, the inunediate consequence, we 
may say, of the art of printing and the circulation 
of intelligence. It is stiLL at work to maintain 
differences ; yet withal, men seem to be more and 
more disposed to foUow and to appreciate truth ; 
and in the degree in which it is understood, will an 
essential unity, founded on the mutual love of the 
same grand and lovely object prevail. 

The first element of spiritual unity, is a deep 
abiding and reverend consideration of the character 
and attributes, the will and ways of Him with whom 
we have to do. " Oh, the depth of the riches both 
of the knowledge and wisdom of God ! How un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out !" Such is the exclamation of the most 
learned and thoughtful of the Apostles in contem- 
plating the mysteries of Jehovah. A feeling which 
will be ours also, in proportion to our meditation pn 
the subject, until like Simonides, we be fain to con- 
fess that the more we endeavour to tell of him 
aright, the less we can express ! While we forget 
the wonders of Gk)d in Providence, our minds 
become engrossed with lower things, until rashness 
foUow neglect, and we advance to hard thoughts of 
Him of whom we have never duly thought at aU. And 
so still more of the special Providence by which 
Gt)d rules the church. " This is," as Archbishop 
Leighton observes, " the most excellent part of his 
lurangements, and therefore . the most worthy of 
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consideraitdoa ; and the most difficult part^ aad theie-t 
fore needing most, both Mth and reason. ' Be sober 
and watdi unto prayer/ k the divine rule for this 
divine subject* For in one sense we never can 
understand it, sedng it pertains to the universe ; in 
another, it is not complete to jet, and therefore 
d^nand»our foarbeaiance, even as pieces of most rare 
fabric, while thej ore in Tnaking, seem of smsll 
accouxit to uHskMil eyes." And curs aare unskilful 
eyes and wayward hearts, to scan the ways of God. 
OhI then for htcmility and teadiableness, for grati- 
tude as to what ia i^eabd, and hopeM Mth in 
things not within our Bmit. ^^The secret things 
belong to the Lord our God, but those which are 
revealed to us and to our children. ^I}e operUma 
Deiy^ as Peter Martyr says, ^^amtequam actum, non 
est judieaiuhim.^ But amid this confessed ignorance 
of many things, there are some matters which we 
can know, ^ least enough lor our comfort and salva^ 
tion ', and so hnow them as to promote the practical 
i^jdieaidbn of the law of kindness. ^ For then shall 
we know^, if we foUow on to know the Lord, his 
going forth is prepared as the morning." 

Let us observe then, with this view, as the true 
basis, that is, of heavenly charity; somethiog of the 
progress of the Divine Providence. 

God is the life of the universe. How he exists 
we cannot tell, but we find all things in TTim. His 
ultimate essence, his power as ihe Self-sustained, 
the Eternal will for ever probably remain a mystery 
to even the highest created beings. He is above, 
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what canst thou tellp is perhaps as really a 
question for angels as for men ; though our know- 
ledge deserve not to be spoken of in comparison of 
theirs. 'Hib name is properly Wonderfol (or the 
Secret One) Counsellor, I Am that I Am. All that 
we behold, then, are only the evidences of his mind 
and heart, as he has been pleased to manifest them. 
And here what abundant scope is there for admira- 
tion and for praise of the Unseen — ^unseen because 
^'dwellingin light which no man can approach unto !" 
Turn to the natural history of the globe ; what 
proofs are there here of the " goings forth" of power 
and vdsdom unspeakable. " He Who sitteth on the 
circle of the earth" has by a wondrous process dur- 
ing the succession of ages, prepared it to be the 
dwelling place of man, and of the other oreatures 
with which it teems. AU has been formed with 
reference to the universal good; and each part 
adapted to the rest. Thus the eye and the ear to 
the luminous and sound conveying atmosphere; 
this again to the sustentation of life. How is it 
that the infant, whose state is one so clearly derived, 
and not of its own seeking, is so calmly happy, but 
because He who has given it life has sweetened the 
cup ere it touch its lips. How again, that the cattle 
on a thousand hills, find food and comfort, but 
because ^^ the shepherd who neither slumbereth nor 
sleepeth," openeth his hand, and filleth all things 
living with plenteousness. The circling year is in- 
deed fiill of God. Do we in obedience to the com- 
mand of Christ, who taught man to live an almost 
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angels' life on earth, by treating the least no lesii 
than the greatest subjects in reference to God, — do 
we consider the HLies how they grow ? we at once 
observe how onr Heavenly Pather arrayeth them. 
But it is not in decking herb and flower which grow 
around our home, and in giving " com for the use of 
man," that his care is alone bestowed. In the most 
unfirequented wilds stiU is he present. He clothes 
the vdldemess with beauty, and never, perhaps, is 
the awe of God's presence, or the rapture of his 
protection more felt than by the traveller, when in 
making a tedious and solitary way through some 
primeval forest, he observes the exuberance of the 
divine bounty, in fllling the most retired places with 
his beauti^ gifts, and the exquisiteness of his care 
in the perfection of the smallest. Thus, Mungb 
Park, when fleeing from the cruelty of the Moors 
he felt overcome by fatigue and famine, thought he 
must die in the desert, till his spirit was revived 
from despair by the sight of an humble flower, and 
he argued, is Gtod here to take care of that flower, 
then how much more of me. So musing to tears, 
he started to his feet and fled to safety. With a 
similar consciousness, Henry Martyn speaks, in his 
ascent of the Table Mountain; " I went on," he 
says, ** chiefly alone. I thought of the Christian life, 
what uphill work it is — and yet there are streams 
flowing down from the top, just as there was water 
coming down by the Kloof by which we ascended. 
As the Kloof opened, a beautiful flame-coloured 
flower appeared in a little green hollow, waving in 
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tlie breeze. It seemed to be an emblem of the 
beauty and peacefiilness of heaven, as it shall open 
v^pon the weary soul after its journey is finished^ and 
the struggles of the deathbed are over. I felt a solemn 
awe at the grand prospect, from which there was 
neither noise nor smaller objects to disturb my 
attention. I reflected, especially when looking at 
the immense expanse of sea to the East, which was 
to carry me to India, that the name of Christ should 
at some period sound from shore to shore. I felt 
commanded to wait in silence and see how God 
would bring his promises to pass." 

It is indeed in such retirements, that the Hermit 
Nature, rejoices before Gtodl We build stately 
temples to imitate the forest ; but there is the prime- 
val Minster* wherein ^ aU God's works praise him." 
Let us be grateM for the blessing of the house of 
Prayer, and yet more for the spirit of Prayer ; but let 
us never forget as we retire from God's sanctuary, 
that still we are before the King. " The earth is the 
Lord's and the ftdness thereof." — ^" The Lord is in 
His holy Temple, let all the earth keep silence before 
Him." — " Lord Gtod of Israel, there is no God 
like thee in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who 
keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants, that 
walk before Thee with all their heart." — " But will 
this God indeed dwell on the earth ? Behold the 

* Scott describing Stafia, says, 

** It seemed tbat Nature here would raise, 
A Minster to her Maker's praise.'* 
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heaven of heavens cannot contain him. How much 
less this house which we have builded !" 

The same lesson may we learn from the goings 
forth of G-od in the animated creation. Whatever 
be the power, we name Instinct ; whether an origi- 
nal law impressed hj the Deity on the successicm 
of animals, or an immediate, new, and univeraaUy 
active gift, flowing from his hand in each particnlar 
case and iostance, we still see in it GK)d'sLaw of Kind- 
ness — ^the mirade of the Divine care. As spring 
opens, the birds resume their notes, seek their trees, 
prepare their nests, till as the season deepens into 
summer the young are raised ; the hum of unnum- 
bered insects is heard; the hive sends forth its 
populous young ; then autumn comes, and with it^ 
its peculiar influences, among which may be noticed 
that arrangement, sure, yet mysterious aa polar mag- 
netism, which prompts to the migration of birds, 
leading them to enterprises which no thought and 
no will on their part could have been sufficient to 
induce. What can we say to this wondrous power P 
At least we may make one use of it, for which it is 
eminently suited, and which inspiration suggests. 
" The stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed 
times, and the turtle and the crane and the swallow 
observe the time of their coming, but my people know 
not the judgment of the Lord. How do ye say we 
are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us ? Lo 
certainly they have rejected the word of the Lord, 
and what wisdom is in them? I hearkened and 
heard, but they spake not aright : no man repented 
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hitn of his wickedness, saying, wliat have I done ? 
Every man tiuned to his conise as the horse rusbeth 
into the battle." But soon winter, the year's even- 
ing advances. The use of instincts not yet observed, 
is seen. Yaarious creatures in sunny hours, and 
where no reason, and to many, no experience of 
eold or want, could have taught them the need of 
firugality and of providence, have kid up food and 
built houses, suited to this time of desolation. How 
beautifiil is G-od's careforth^n, even for the lowliest. 
What an instruction does it convey, of what should 
be our mutual help, our forbearaaace, our love^ ior the 
humblest member of Christ's fold, yea, for every 
child of man. " Who knoweth not in all this that 
the hand of the Lord hath wrought this ! This also 
c(»neth forth from the Lord of Hosts, who is won- 
derful in council and exoeUent in working." 

But we rise to the most exalted part of creation 
of which we have experience— ««», into whom Gbd 
hath breathed the breath of Uvee, adding the rational 
mind to the saisuouB nature and the curiously 
formed body, and endowing that mind with the gift 
of immortality. How dearly here ib Good's going 
forth in kindness prepared. It surely is not needful 
for us to dweU on the fact, that '' in him we live, 
and move, and are." Pew are so senseless as to 
deny this ; oh, that none were so neglectM as to 
forget it! Yet here alas! is our misery. While 
all other things fulfil the purposes of their being, 
and live to God ; while all eijoy happiness, or if 
^hey groan and travail in pain together, do it not 
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throiigli their own fault or fall; we who are th^ 
glory of God's works on earth, who were formed to 
be his children, in whom the Divine likeness may 
still, though with difficulty, be discerned ; we have 
turned from our high estate, forfeited our inheri- 
tance, marred God's gra<ious designs in our elec- 
tion into His family and church, forsaken our own 
mercies, and of heirs of heaven have become children 
of vrrath. 

Mark how sin and the curse stalk through thd 
earth! In the regenerate, what infirmities, what 
sorrows ; in the unrenewed, how bold the departurea 
from Qt)d, and how sure the hopelessness. Once 
the temple of the Holy Ghost, man now lies in 
ruins ! Here and there, indeed, in the fragments^ 
we may trace the holy purpose for which such plana 
were designed by the Divine Architect; but all is 
broken and decayed. The traveller will visit a 
Baalbec or a Palmyra, a Pompeii or a PsBstum ; we 
speculate on the builders of them, or think with awe 
of their colossal forms ; but has it occurred to us to 
<5onsider the glorious intentions of the Creator of 
our own souls, or to reflect how &r we come short 
of aiding the spiritual fabric of which we should be 
the living stones. Indeed, indeed, a portion of our 
sinfulness is our dulness! That which destroyed 
our life before Gt)d, has also kept us ignorant. Like 
a race who, of free or royal ancestry, should by agea 
of oppression become brutalized in mind, as igno- 
rant of its early heritage, as careless of its recovery 5 
so is the sinner. His heart is not right with God ; 
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his passions master him, and in mastering, degrade 
him. Hear the Psalmist's statement, " The fool 
hath said in his heart, — l^o God :" Not alone there 
is none, but I wish for none. like the demoniacs, 
" What have we to do with thee ; art thou come to 
torment us before the time." And what is the con- 
sequence — " Corrupt are they, and have done abo- 
minable iniquity— none doeth good." "The workers 
of iniquity have no knowledge ;" hence — ^** there 
were they in fear where no fear was." That is the 
necessary result. Guilt is cowardly. Sin fills the 
soul with anxiety. It cannot be otherwise. Por 
GK)d, that is, primitive essential goodness and infinite 
wisdom, the union of knowledge, justice, and love, 
is the foe of the imgodly. Awfiil state ; who may 
abide it ! In this world, how terrible to have the 
great God against us, but in the next, " when he 
riseth up, what shall we say, and when he visiteth, 
what shall we answer him ! He is like a refiner's 
fire. He shall remove thy dross, and purge away 
all thy tin. Whatsoever is not pure, holy, and 
lovely, cannot stand before Him. He is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. He chargeth his 
tmgels with foUy, and the heavens are not clean in 
his sight ! Hear, oh heavens, and give ear, oh earth, 
for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and 
"brought up children, and they have rebelled against 
me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his 
master's crib, but Israel doth not know, my people 
do not consider. Ah, sinful nation, a people laden 
with iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children of cor- 
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rupters, they have forsaken the Lord, they have pro- 
voked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are 
gone away backward. Why should ye be stricken 
any more, ye will revolt more and more ; the whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart &int." Such is the 
Prophet's affectionate but mournful appeal to hifi 
people. Are the words, considering our higher 
mercies and responsibilities, at no time, in their 
4legree, applicable to the spiritual state of our church, 
our country, our own souls ? Each heart here must 
know its own bitterness. Let us remember the 
holy law of Qod, our duties, our reasonings, our 
spirit, and every man will mourn for his own sins 
apart! 

'^ But is there no bahn in Gilead P Is there no 
Physician there ?" Behold again — the going forth 
of Jehovah is prepared. Prom Eternity he has 
viewed the state of man. Our temptations, our 
sins, our most silent prayers are all before him. 
He who led Joseph like a flock is the guide too of 
his church and people ; He who teUeth our wand- 
erings as individuals, hath put our tears in his bottle 
—are they not in his book ? Yet not for these, nor 
for any supposed human merit, — ^where all is de- 
merit, but to induce and lead the way to these, has 
he seen and pitied and offered to us redemption. 
We might through heaven and earth have sought 
deliverance ; the seraphim before the throne might 
have wished and attempted human rescue— but in 
vain — " for none can redeem his Iwrother nor give 
to God an offering for him," so that he mast have 
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left that alone for ever — " for the redemption of the 
soul is precious" — an eternal thing ! In the hri^^ 
walks of nature, or the stores of seifflifie, flalvation 
could not be found. The silenoe of the stars might 
tell GKmI's order ; the brightness and the beautj of 
each day might show his praise, the pealing thun* 
der might declare him near, the ey^lasting hills 
and the murmur of the ceaseless sea might remind 
man of his Maker's Eternity : but Salyation ! Salva- 
tion is not here ! It is not in the height above, 
nor in the depth beneath ; angeHc armies could not 
vanquish sin ; nor a universe to proffer ransom the 
captive soul. There was a voice told first in the 
ear of OroA in heaven, lisped by infrnt lips in the 
manger of Bethlehem, declared in all the actions of 
a pure and lofby, though suffering hfe, pressed forth 
in the agony of Calvary, '^ Lo I come, in the volume 
of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy 
wiU, O Gk»d, yea thy law is within my heart !" — 
^* Jesus pleased ^ot himself." — ^^ It became him for 
whom are all things and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain 
of their salvation perfect through suffering." When 
then the angel prodaimeth with a loud vdce, " Who 
is worthy to open the book and to loose the seals 
iliereofp" and the anxious disciple weepeth much 
because no man is found worthy to open and to 
Tead the book, neither to look thereon, the voice is 
heard, " Weep not, behold the lion of the tribe of 
Judaby the root of David, hath prevailed to open 
the book and to loose the seals!" And when the 
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appeal is made what are the contents of the myste- 
rious volume ? Does not the Christian from blessed 
experience answer, Here I find the Lamb of Gk)d 
slain for me, and through him, all who believe in 
Tiim are justified from all things from which they 
could not be justified by legal ordinances. "Tea^ 
the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death* For 
what the law could not do in that it was weak 
through the flesh, Gk)d sending his own Son in the 
Ukeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin 
in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us who walk not after the law but 
after the spirit." 

Thus, the Diviae going forth is prepared. A Won* 
derful series in Providence ; a stiU more wondrous 
way of Gbace ! It is, indeed, to revert to the poetic 
but most suitable metaphor of the prophet, — " as the 
morning." Have you ever watched the dawn P Tou 
will know (and here the thought returns, how travel- 
ling erst inVal Umbrosa,the rosy-fingered mom came 
forth, withdrawing, to my joy, the veil, though star- 
decked, which night had cast over the scene) — ^you 
will remember — ^that while the most cheerless of aU 
the hours precedes it, it is in itself beautiful, pro- 
gressive, certain. !First, the faint streak of light 
appears in the heavens, then it greets the mountain- 
tops; then hill and valley, lake and ocean receive the 
grey light ; the mists retreat, the birds pour forth 
their matins, the sun rises, glad day has come ! Is 
there any uncertainty in all this P No« It is in- 
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deed a miracle — a spectacle which, could* it only 
once occur in a Ufe, aU. eyes forewarned would waken 
to behold. But it is certain, constant, changeless, 
as the flow of time, or the will of the Eternal. And 
such is the rising of Christ in the soul, and the way 
of Gk)d's Providence in the church. Who is that 
servant of the Lord that walketh in darkness and 
hath no light ; let him yet trust in the Lord, and 
stay upon his God. If there be first a willing mind, 
that is the acceptable gifb. Li conversion, the soul 
should wait as a wayfaring man for the morning. 
Pirst, there will be a little light, a faiut stream of 
glory showing most the general darkness — ^the " first 
love," as Holy Scripture calls it, to God in Christ ; 
then the mists of ignorance wiU paas away, and the 
spiritual sun rise with healing in his wings— to shine 
upon thee more and more unto the perfect day. 
Christian pilgrim, tarry thou the Lord's leisure, yet 
improve each brightening hour.. A great, a mighty 
journey is before thee — ^no less than to the heavenly 
Canaan. Up then, and be doing. Art thou now in 
youth ? Eejoice that, with vigorous thoughts and 
powers, thou art called to devote thyself to God. 
Does age come fast upon thee, and thy salvation un- 
achieved ? Oh let the thought quicken thee to dili- 
gence, to prayer and reading. Perchance "in even- 
ing time it shall be light." Or, hast thou many 
years since professed Christ, and is thy soul yet far 
from Canaan, and thy hope but rliTn p Tet faint not : 
awake with fresh earnestness at the present call of 
mercy. The^ heavenly Jerusalem may not be so far 
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as thou inwearmeBS hast thought. Its bulwarks of 
salvation and its gates of pearl may even now be 
within sight, and ministering spirits sent» as those 
to Lot, to lead thee to the refuge. Only be sted&st 
to avoid sin ; yea, and like Jacob, to make c£ the 
stones thou hast used for a pillow — the innocent ap- 
pliances of repose on earth — ^a pillar to memorialize 
God's grace to thee. Thy salvation is nearer than 
when thou believedst, thy hope in Christ as sure 
as the rising day. 

And so of God's Providence to the Church. 
How ofben are we disposed like Uzzah to lay rash 
hands on the ark of Orod. But we may not do so< 
God demands our instrumentality, but he does not 
need our over anxious care. The ark shall return to 
the place of its rest, though it were borne by kine 
lowing as they went. To quote Hosea, ^^ we shall jBbad 
him (as the septuagint has it), as the ready dawn." 
The ways of GtoA to man are those of gracious pro- 
gress. First, intellectual infancy, then maturity on 
earth, then, oh, unspeakable ftdness of knowledge 
and of love in glory. So to the Church ! Long faint 
in light under the Old Testament dispensation, or 
rather with lengthened intervals of darkness, for 
from time to time ** the word of the Lord was 
precious in those days, there was no open vision :" 
then brightening towards Christ's incarnation, then, 
as he came, vdth mild but radiant beams, shining 
though on '^ a little flock" at seasons blessed with 
tranquillity, and widely diffiised knowledge, and yet 
to possess (if with intermediate tzials) unspeakable 
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briglitnesd, and the peace of heaven. Lift up your 
eyes to these things, desponding saints. Is not 
the sun still marching to his rising in the darkest 
houi^ P And has not He whose goings forth are of 
old, even from everlasfcing, pledged himself to the 
eternal triimiph of his truth ; and to a time wherein 
''the ransomed of the Lord, shall retom and come 
to Zion, with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads, they shaU. obtain joy and gladness, and sor- 
row and sighing shall flee away.'' Then let us wait 
on Him who hath called us, submissive and (^eerfal 
in trial ; glad yet modest in prosperity ; evermore 
endeavouring " to walk in the light while we have 
the light ;" safely thus may we commend ourselves, 
our beloved friends, our church, to the mercy and 
trath of God, " Be thou Mthful unto death— He 
will give thee a crown of life*'* Por as St. Chry- 
sostom teaches, 2ti fiepifirriffoy ra r» $€& kai avro^ 
fxepifivrftrei ro troy. Care thou for the things of God, 
and He will care for thine. 

In a day like the present, it is scarcely to be 
expected but that trials of opinion should come. 
What is our wisdom, next to that general meditation 
which has been suggested, on the power and loving^ 
kindness of GK)d, and the method of development 
which he pursues P Certainly, first, " to mark the 
old paths." Those things which have stood the test of 
ages, may be thought to have some inherent suitable- 
ness in them ; and if any be not so, it is only with 
care and consideration that they are to be removed, 
lest in the change we Mi upon a greater evil. The 



64 THU LAW OF KINDNESS 

Scriptures too should be our study. These are the^ 
source of light. As Augustine observes, " 8int 
castes delicuB mecs scrvptv/rcB tucd, nee falla/r m eis, 
nee fallam ex ew." Let the Scriptures be ever my 
pure delight, never shall I be deceived in them, nor 
deceive fipom them. Were men to consider more, 
and in an humble and prayerful spirit to ask what 
" saith the Lord," it might save a world of contro^ 
versy and regret, 

JNText to this, doubtless, we may estimate a 
form of sound words. A Liturgy is of immense 
importance to a Church, and especially such a 
Liturgy as that of the Church of England. This 
founded on the ritual of the Temple, though 
with changes such as Christianity demanded ; and 
used in some of its chief prayers from a most 
primitive age, seems at once sanctified by the devo- 
tion of antiquity, and to breathe the pure and holy 
spirit of the word of Grod. Bodies of Christians who 
have discontinued its use, have in some instances, 
been graduaUy fer removed from pure and essential 
doctrine, as is the case in New England, and in 
Germany ; while those who maintain its use, have a 
great guarantee for unity of sentiment, and for the 
preservation of the faith. Especially is it of value 
to the poorer members of Christ'? flock* The edu- 
cated classes have many opportunities of informa- 
tion, and the deficiencies of mimsters may be sup-^ 
pHed to them in some measure from other sources ; 
but the poor and iminstructed learn much from a 
Jiiturgy so oft-repeated; they are taught by it tp 
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pray, they receive through its arrangement a wide 
knowledge of holy scripture, and amidst the erring 
and fluctuating opinions of the living witness, their 
minds are established in the Divine truth, they can 
accompany the preaching of the pulpit, with the 
teaching of the Scriptures, as developed in the 
Church. Still we should not forget how much we are 
indebted to not a few who have never used our form 
of words, — ^the Church of Scotland, and our great 
Nonconformists, such as Howe, Baxter, Doddridge, 
Henry, "Watts, Hall, with the Friends, and many of 
foreign churches. "With all these our souls should 
be at uniiy. This is the true spiritual oneness, 
which binds the hearts of G-od's people. In the 
kingdom of the redeemed they shall be one ; and in 
this their miUtant state, how beautiful and how 
suitable it is for brethren to overlook some minor 
discrepancies, and to meet in love on themes which 
shaU be their joy and glory before the throne. 

In conformity with such a thought, it may be 
added that the defenders of a Liturgy, especially of 
one which makes pretensions to be the prescript of a 
National Church, will do weU to remember that the 
true principle of a church is extension. It should 
not be exclusive, it should seek to draw as many as 
possible within its limits ; the ultimate essentials 
of faith, and not metaphysical and obscure points, 
with difficulty settled, being the just basis of fel- 
lowship. Our Eeformers were justified in secession 
from the Church of Bome, because they proposed 
sinful terms of communion ; but short of error of 
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80 grave a character, separation is a rending of the 
seamless garment of Christ, and needless restraints 
on minor points pushed to eictremity, either in a 
ntual, or in its interpretation, are dangerous, and 
not sinless as tending to schism. In any moral 
consideration of the administration of justice, two 
things may weU be taken into account; one the 
fault, the other the means taken to prevent it ; so 
too in ecclesiastical affairs ; if separation be wrong, 
limits not compelled by the Divine word, the plans 
or systems of men as overlaying primary truth, 
should also be regarded ; regarded to avoid them, 
that no sincere Christian may have a charge upon 
his conscience, and that all ground of secession be 
removed. Woe unto him by whom cometh offences 
— ^is a grave monition, and may weU be appHed to 
the duty of " holding the truth in love." 

Not less should the Christian minister seek to 
hold forth in life and conversation the light of truth. 
More are won by example than by precept, and 
where they see laxity and compromise with the 
world, when the lights should be bright and the 
loins girded, and the ambassadors of Christ Kke 
them who wait for their Master's coming, they natu- 
rally themselves decline from the paths of godliness ; 
where the shepherds sleep, the flocks stray. The 
two oHve trees seen by Zechariah near the altar, 
seem to have represented the two powers, the Kingly 
and the Priestly, which through all ages must 
remain for the welfiu^ of society — ^the one for pre- 
sent, the other for eternal good; or rather each 
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sidiiig the other, this world and the next being in 
immediate connection. Both have a duty of wis- 
dom and love to the Church of God, as " the pillar 
and ground of truth," each then in its sphere is to 
co-operate for good. It is a part of the necessity 
of our temporal state, thus to be maintaining order 
and promoting truth. But never can this combined 
object be so effectually gained, as when the greatest 
liberty of conscience is allowed, and men are found 
earnestly contending for the faith in love to God and 
man. 

Allied to the Law of Kindness in the Church, is 
the duty of rejoicing in the good of others. Moses 
shewed a beautiful spirit in this respect, " Enviest 
thou for my sake," when some thought that a spirit 
of jealousy might arise in his heart, fix)m the rivalry 
of others, " Would to God all the Lord's people 
were prophets, and that his Spirit were upon them 
all." Li the same manner did our blessed Saviour 
act. When the disciples finding certain persons 
casting out devils in the name of Christ, who 
walked not with them, forbade them, " Forbid them 
not, " saith the Lord, " for there is no man that 
can do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak 
evil of me." So too, John the Baptist bearing 
witness to the rising glory of the Lord, " He must 
increase but I must decrease ;" the greatest " among 
those bom of woman" felt himself but " as a voice 
of one crying in the wilderness." He sought no re- 
nown ; he desired no personal followers. Such will 
ever be the temper of mind of those who are trul^ 
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taught of God. A spirit of disinterestedness wiU 
possess them. They love the truth for its own 
sake, aud would promote it, though their names be 
cast out on account of it ; or, though another should 
receive all the honours and the rewards. That 
which Pope says in his Pastoral, may be appHed to 
such a one 

A shepherd's boy, he sought no better name, 
Led forth his flock. 

To live by Christ, and to Christ, to glorify Gk)d in 
their bodies and their spirits which are his, is their 
aim ; to see that the world be something benefited 
by their life their constant wish ; and with this they 
are content, " knowing in whom they have believed, 
and that he is able to keep that which they commit 
unto him until the great day." 

Far from the world, Lord, I flee, 
From strife and tumult far. 
From scenes where Satan wages still 
His most successful war. 

The calm retreat the quiet shade. 
With prayer and praise agree, 
And seem by thy sweet bounty made, 
For those that worship Thee. 

There if Thy Spirit touch the soul. 
And grace her mean abode, 
with what joy and peace and love, 
She communes with her Gk)d. 

There like the nightingale she pours 
Her solitary lays, 
Nor seeks a partner of her joys, 
Not thirsts fox humaa^iaise. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

THE LAW OE KINDNESS IN THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Gibbon, in liis Decline cmd Fall of the Bonum 
Errvpi/re, mentions a remarkable illustration of the 
impolicy of cruelty wHch occurred dmdng the reign 
of Probus. Speaking of this heroic successor of 
Aurelian, he says " we cannot on this occasion forget 
the desperate courage of about fourscore G-ladiators, 
reserved, with near six hundred others, for the inhu- 
man sports of the amphitheatre. Disdaining to shed 
their blood for the amusement of the populace, they 
killed their keepers, broke from the place of their 
confinement and filled the streets with blood and 
confusion. After an obstinate resistance they were 
overpowered and cut in pieces by the regular forces; 
but they obtained at least an honourable death, and 
the satisfaction of a just revenge." It is highly 
probable that the safety of the city had been at 
other times compromised by the number of armed men 
kept for these cruel sports, and while no doubt 
their hand would be against every man from the 
sense of the injustice to which they were exposed, 
an even higher peril would be incurred to the state 
by the demoralizing effects on the population of the 



70 THE LAW OF KHmNESS 

habit of witnessing scenes of tyranny and tortture. 
No higher political truth was ever spoken, than that 
contained in the words of Scripture, "Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people," — a, weakness too we may add; for nothing 
so much ungirds the loins of empire, as the mutual 
sense in the governors and governed of injustice and 
want of sympathy. 

Applying this general truth to our own times, we 
must acknowledge the many blessings and privileges 
we enjoy. How unlike is the state of Britain to that 
of ancient Eome ; how happy compared with many 
of the sister nations of Christendom. She stands 
forth as a monument and a pattern of freedom and 
social order ; and while some others have been con- 
vulsed hj internal violence, or paralyzed by foreign 
arms, she is in tranquillity at home, and has peace 
and respect abroad. For these things it well becomes 
us to be thankful; we should recognize the hand of 
God in OUT blessings, and receive them, as his 
stewards. "We praise our laws, which is well ; but 
the spirit of our people is of more moment ; for the 
people are always the ultimate makers, arbiters and 
interpreters of law, and the disposition of a people 
is in the gift of God, In a conversation between 
an Englishman and an Indian gentleman in Calcutta, 
"How is it," said the former, " that you have allowed 
such a handfrd of us distant people to possess aland 
otmed by so many millions?" "Why," said the 
Bengalee, "if two of you, one at the noriihem, tiie 
other at the southern extr^mty of India» promise to 
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meet midway on a certain day, you do so ; we do 
not. In that faith is the secret of your strength." 
Two things are always needful to a nation's happi- 
ness — the one equal laws, the other the wise inter- 
pretation of the laws. And this is to a great extent 
our happiness. In the United States, though the 
laws are of the freest character, it is somewhat ques- 
tionable, whether the present generationhave entered 
into the spirit of their founders. It needs men of 
the mental habits of a Washington, a EranMin, and 
a Henry, to maintain the spirit of freedom which 
these fathers of their country called forth. This then, 
as to England is said in affection and in warning. A 
tranquil liberty founded on justice and cemented by 
peace is the greatest boon which a nation can enjoy. 
But it is Kke any other inheritance; though de- 
scending to us as a gift, it must be cherished and 
improved, or our heritage is sullied, and our advan- 
tage lost. 

Now here, perhaps, is the first reasonable anxiety 
of a Christiau patriot in the present day. Ab popu- 
lation increases, and new interests are awakened, 
there is a necessity of fresh laws ; but in the enact- 
ment of these, there is always a danger of our losing 
some share of liberty. "We have great reason to 
watch, lest restraints be imposed, under the general 
intention of a greater regularity. "We should remem- 
ber that every law made without positive need, is an 
infringement on our previous freedom; and that 
there are not a few cases, in which it is better to 
leave things to the force of opinion, than to dictate 
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and coerce. In truth every law is in itself an evil ; 
and is only tolerable from some greater and coun- 
terbalancing good. 

Then further it becomes us to propose to oiurselves, 
and to seek to realize in fact, the idea of a Christian 
commonwealth. What is this but that each mem- 
ber of it should be protected in person and property, 
should be allowed the perfection of civil and reli- 
gious freedom, should be instructed in piety and 
usefrd knowledge, and should as fisu* as possible be 
kept from exposure to poverty, suffering, and crime. 
To interfere with private property is indeed to sap 
the foundations of society, and can never safely be 
resorted to, but by an exercise of the highest powers 
of the State, and from some commanding necessity ; 
but the tendency of law, and the habit of mind 
cherished by those who have influence, should be in 
favour of giving to every man a just recompense for 
services, of encouraging industry, of raising above 
want and the need of receiving alms. Competition, 
though when wisely used, the spring of many ad- 
vantages, and indeed, a state to which the principles 
of our nature seem to lead us, is, in its present 
aspects, fiUed with powerful evils, almost overwhelm- 
ing many, and the source of aggravated misery and 
crime. To prevent competition seems then impos- 
sible, but to cure its evils is worthy of the efibrt of 
the statesman and philanthropist. How shall we 
do this but by going to the root of the matter in 
education, and endeavouring to in&se the Law of 
Kindness into the youth&l mind, and to inculcate 
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the spirit of sympathy among all classes. In China, 
the tenth man is made responsible for the acts of 
the other nine, the hundredth for these guides of 
ten. This in itself must be an intolerable tyranny ; 
for one great element of social order is the mutual 
admission of the utmost latitude of opinion, and of 
innocuous conduct in others; yet the Chinese 
method may teach us in its moral aspect, what a 
duty there is in each watching for the good of others. 
"We are indeed all bound up in the " bundle of life" 
together ; and are then, only socially wise, when all 
remember, that (as the head andthe members,) we can 
never say one to the other, " we have no need of thee." 
There is in the United States of America a 
beautiful spirit of this brotherly sympathy. K an 
emigrant comes among them they try to help him, 
they seem to anticipate his wants and to inquire 
what attentions he may need; and these they 
proffer with a delicate thoughtfulness, and a self- 
denial, which wins the stranger into the beliej^ 
that they are doing themselves a pleasure. When 
any one would build a house, or furnish it, in a 
new district, they meet in what they call a Bee, 
and each one brings his labour, if labour is needed, 
or his ofiering if it be household stuff: and these 
they give with a grace which does not suffer them 
to be thought an obligation. I have ofben thought 
this amiable sympathy a set-off for some poHtical 
faults. But Ihigland is an old country, it is stately 
and unbending as its oaks ; its Hberality, which must 
be confessed great, is rather bounty than friendship ; 
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it aids with charity the poor, but it seeks not in 
sympathy the struggling. And then, with all 
Britain's noble efforts of religion and benevolence, 
how many of its people, what countless children of 
sorrow, may take up the complaint of the Psalmist 
"no man careth for my souL" In London alone, it is 
said, that at least 30,000 persons rise each morning 
ignorant of how they are to get through the day, or 
of where they shall find lodging for the night. In 
our manufacturing dislricts, mines and collieries, how 
greatly does capital tyrannize over labour. In the 
43ountry places, what deep and squalid poverty often 
prevails, and how hopeless is the labourer's life ; who 
after he has " borne the burden and heat of the day,' ' 
in toiling fix)m the dd.wn to the evening of his years, 
has only the prospect of dying in a Union-house. 

An affecting case occurred of this in my own obser- 
vation : A labourer and his wife had lived beyond 
the Usual term ; they had dwelt in one hamlet the 
greater portion of their days, and had a character 
for honesty and industry : but they became " bur- 
densome:" yes, this is the expression we are taught 
to use of the aged and infirm — the patriarchs of the 
village. They did not Kke the Union-house— who 
would ? Its physical comforts may exceed those of a 
cottage home, just as a club-house in Fall Mall may 
offer higher luxuries than the greater part of private 
dwellings, yet who would like, especially what per- 
son touched in soul with the sweetness and beauty 
of a country privacy, in which he has spent his life, 
would like to change his home in age for even the 
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Atkensaum. So these poor aged people feared and 
abhorred the Union-house ; but they were not given 
the option even of that in the district where they 
had dwelt so long ; their parish was a manufactur- 
ing town, 200 miles off; to it they were carted. 
They wept as they sold their furniture and left, the 
village too lamented them — ^but we heard no more. 

Surdy it becomes us to do all we can to prevent 
such scenes. The people's contentment is the 
country's strength ; and then are the people likely 
to be most loyal, most attached to order, when they 
see those having the power, extending to them com- 
forts, striving to maintain in them a spirit of inde- 
pendence, and unlocking the resources of the land 
to their skill and labour. There is many a plot of 
ground in England now lying waste, which, given to 
the poor, or let for a moderate rent, would enable a 
cottage &mily to add to their small store, and by 
the employment of leisure hours, would in its fruits 
effectually keep them from the degrading need of 
parish relief. And there is many a Common or 
Forest in this land we think so cultivated, lying aa 
waste as a I^orth American wilderness, and the care 
of which would prevent the pain of emigration, and 
give us fellow-countrymen and people, able to aid 
in bearing the national financial burdens, instead of 
aliens on some foreign waste, who go with bitter re- 
membrances of England, and whose children wiU pro- 
bably be our enemies. 

When I was in the New Forest, a respectable 
couple,, newly maEried, came to me and asked my 



76 THE LAW OF SUmFSSS 

advice as to emigration, and what they might expect 
to find in Canada. My answer was very simple. 
Look around you; you see this Forest, in some places 
covered with trees and fern and bushes, in others 
swampy, with peat and heather. It has 50,000 
acres ; faacy it multiplied a thousand fold, the trees 
not greatly different, the underwood, only often more 
wild, entangled, luxuriant, no town or market near, 
the rivers your roads, no church, no schools, and 
only here and there a house with a small clearing, 
and the black stumps left, showing where the forest 
monarchs have yielded to the axe and been burnt, a 
worse climate than here, and a ruder people. Such 
is emigration. You leave a forest to go to a forest. 
A work has to be done here no less than there, and 
8,000,000 acres of our island-homes lie waste. 

But the &ct is the people cannot get the waste 
lands ; custom, the love of game, entangled titles, 
the unkind prejudice which makes the wealthier 
jealous of every little encroachment of the poor, 
keep us thus in a most unsatisfactory state ; and 
when the poor talk to us of their wants, we recom- 
mend them to emigrate. This is a harsh remedy, 
and it scarcely cures the disease. Of course there 
must be a flow of population to the different great 
wildernesses. It seems a part of the divine inten- 
tions. By such means the earth is to be replenished, 
and instead of the sparse population at present, the 
globe in all its coasts is to maintain a happy and 
smiling people, bound in a holy firatemity as the 
children of a common Father, and therefore bre- 
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thren ; but tkis needftd and providential emigration 
is most unlike to the rough and violent way in 
which some urge it on by law, or by stopping the 
supplies at home. Mnigration! what a word of 
trial is that. How many ties are to be severed, 
how much of what is best in human principles 
endangered as it is encountered. As God indeed 
orders it in the separation of families, and their 
finding new homes, so should we acquiesce, but let 
us beware lest we use it in idleness or in selfish- 
ness, while rich lands around us lie unimproved. 
In keeping their birthright fipom the poor, we risk 
this difficulty, we shaU send away the best spirits 
in disgust to be our foes, and keep the weak and 
idle for our trial. 

It is perhaps impossible to set bounds to the 
productivity of the earth ; our care should be to 
let no nook or comer be unemployed, and to seek 
by increasing skill and capital to bring out aU the 
riches of ea<;h. In acting on the selfish principle, 
we shall go from bad to worse, and realize what the 
Leventine nations now do, that 

'^ A bold peasantry, their country's pride. 
When once destroyed can never be supplied." 

But in thus pursuing our duty, we shall learn 
the strength of a country is in its people. We 
shall make ours " merrie England *' indeed, by all 
portions of it being as a garden, and aU hearts sen- 
sible of the powerful bonds of mutual goodness. 

The same reasoning in effect is applicable to 
sailors. It is gad to consider the forlorn condition 
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of the aged and disabled of this class. '^The pooiv 
house," as the Eev. C. Gribble justfy says, "although 
a blessing to the miserable, is yet at the best, a 
dismal receptacle for a man : to the shame of our 
country be it said, that while our brave tars, who 
have fought our battles and px>tected our shores, 
have at least a home at G-reenwieh — ^a home they 
weU deserve; yet no such resting-place is to be 
found for the wandering feet of the men who have 
carried our commerce &om shore to shore, and have 
become whitened, wrinkled, and crippled by a pre^ 
mature old age."* 

It is with unfeigned pleasure that we may refer to 
the work of the late excellent Captain B. J. Elliott, 
B. N., in his care for sailors, and the establishment 
of a Sailors Home, in the port of London. This gen- 
tleman, whose mind seems to have received its first 
decided impressions from observing the realily of 
the walk and conversation of Christian native con- 
verts at Otaheite and Huahine, dedicated his life 
and fortune to the improvement of his feUow-seamen. 
He resided in a wretched part of London, to be on 
the scene of his useAilness, and amidst many trials 
passed his days in seeking their welfare and instruc- 
tion, and to replace the crimping system by one 
of justice and humanity. Still much remains. Sailors 
Homes are founded in other ports, and no doubt the 
religious and temporal state of mariners is much 
better than it was, but every where increased atten- 

• The Naval Officer, p. 44. 
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tion is needed, both for their happiness and our 
honour. It is clear from the fact of their being a 
great dividing sea between different parts of the 
globe that the seaman's life is intended in the divine 
Providence ; how otherwise are the nations to be 
supplied with commodities, some of which only grow 
in one part, some in another : and how too is the 
Gospel of the kingdom, to which these are but 
accessories to be spread. But this very circumstance 
is a caLL to Christian nations to care for them that go 
down to the sea in ships. Hitherto they have often 
disgraced us, and what is infinitely worse, have in- 
jured the nations whither they have gone ; so that 
the name of God hath been blasphemed among the 
heathen through their means. Let the time of our 
ignorance suffice. God calls us to a new duty. Wher- 
ever our gallant ships sail, there should England's 
flag of peace be uncled; and the sons of men 
should learn from our seamen's wise and decorous 
conduct, that they come from a people fearing the 
Lord. Nor alone this, but as these poor men see 
the wonders of God in the deep, as they are fall oft 
in storm and darkness, and the peril of shipwreck, 
it becomes us to give them what instruction we can. 
Worldly knowledge may sometimes enable them to 
escape disaster, and spiritual knowledge may be 
to them as a compass guiding them to an eternal 
haven, when all hopes on earth are passed away. 

Li connection with this subject, no Christian 
patient or philanthropist can think of the state of 
his country without referring to our drinking habits. 
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It is animliappiiiess that the revenue should depend 
in a degree on the use of intoxicating liquors ; for it 
is but too clear that the legislature has been tempted 
thereby to encourage their sale. This is a fruit of 
war. War has led to taxes; and taxation has 
sought replenishment in dnnk. It is also a most 
ominous fact, that of all the nations of the earth, 
the British are perhaps the most addicted to intem- 
perance. The quantity of money spent in liquor 
every year would be sufficient to clothe, feed, and 
educate some millions of people. We need not have 
a person imemployed, an acre lie waste, a child 
untaught, but for our habits of dnnk. This is the 
great curse of our coimtry. On the highest legal 
authority it is stated that four-fifths of all the crime 
in the calendar is perpetuated through the effects of 
liquor. It is this too which is the chief cause of 
domestic broils, of disease, of shipwreck. Ask the 
drunkard's wife, the source of her and her children's 
misery, and want of clothes and bread — ^she will tell 
you, it is not the badness of the times, but her hus- 
band's love of drink. Ask why one family has got 
on, another is in penury — it is because one used, the 
other abstaiQed from liquor. Ask the police who 
are they chiefl^y who &11 into their hands, — ^the fre- 
quenters of the public-house. Ask the clergyman, 
what is the pest of the village, the centre of the 
worst characters, the ruin of families, the obstacle 
to improvement, he will tell you the liquor-shop. 
Indeed we should scarcely need police, union houses, 
jails — ^but for these pestiferous hotbeds of wretched- 
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ness and vice ; and our duty is, far and near through- 
out the land to endeavour to break off people from 
their sad and sorrowing habit of tippling ; or if that 
be, as in some cases it appears, abnost hopeless ; at 
least to narrow the circle as much as possible, to warn 
the young to beware of the evil, and to encourage 
by example as well as by precept, the duty — ^the 
happiness rather and comfort as it is at the basis of 
every good habit — of sobriety and universal temper- 
ance. " Let your moderation be known unto aU men, 
the Lord is at hand." 

But the grosser forms of this social festive vice 
are perhaps confined to the lowest, or hidden in re- 
cesses ; it is well, then, not to overlook the. more 
refined methods of dissipation. And here especially 
the habit of late nocturnal visiting well merits re- 
prehension. It is much to be regretted that the 
customs of modem society are so much entrenching 
on what is natural and right in this respect, turning 
night into day, — ^impairing the eyesight by the ex- 
cessive brilliancy of over-iUuminated rooms, injuring 
the general health by luxury, and imfitting persons 
for the duties of the morrow. Luxury has been 
hitherto the ruin of every ancient empire. Yet it 
is very difficult to draw the line of sinfiilness or evil 
on this point. AU luxury cannot be pronounced 
wrong or a source of weakness. Some kinds of it 
are but the accessories of civilization, and are, more- 
over, a source of subsistence to multitudes of trades- 
men, artizans, and shipmen. Li general, it must be 
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said that tHose degrees of it may be admitted which 
innocently adnunister to the comfort, convenienoe, 
elegance, and welfiEffe of society ; but then is it to 
be reprehended when it indisposes for duty or do- 
generates into selfishness. St. Paul, in the Epistle 
to Titus, chap. 3. twice expresses a wish that Chris- 
tians should "profess honourabte occupations,'* or 
" honest trades," and though this admonition may 
allow of some latitude of interpretation, it would 
strike at the root of a sofbening excess, whether in 
meats, drinks, or apparel; as were there none to pan- 
der to these tastes, the evils themselves would cease. 
AUied to this point, is the question of light and bad 
books. Not indeed a question, for there can be no 
doubt of their sinful and debasing tendency. In our 
day this is a commanding eviL In a former age, &fw 
read ; and the supply of vicious and frivolous books 
was also small. But now there are few who cannot 
or who do not read; and imhappily this class of 
publications has increased to a frightM extent. No 
doubt the ntmiber of Atheistic and demoralizing 
works issuing from the continental press, stimulating 
the worst propensities of human nature, and weaken- 
ing the sense of the eternal sanctions of the Divine 
moral government, have been a great cause of the 
agitation and bloodshed which have in the last half 
century disturbed and disgraced humanity. It is 
not needful here to speak of the evils in political 
institutions abroad, nor to observe how, when they 
have been pointed out, they have been met. In 
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some cases, the poor and suffering people, a people 
outgrowing in intelligence the restraiiits of feeble 
or bigoted governments, have perhaps been mad- 
dened into rebellion. But there is a spirit unhap- 
pily beyond all this ; it is not merely just rights 
that are striven for, but lawlessness is the wish, pride 
and selfishness the principles of action ; and these 
tendencies have been inflamed by the literature of 
the day. How much, then, have we to be on our 
guard, especially in reference to the young, against 
the seducing publications which each railway journey, 
and every visit to the booksellers' library puts in 
their way. Whatsoever is not of fSsdth is sin ; what- 
ever is not for God, is against Him. There is a wide 
range of intellectual recreations, in which Chris- 
tians may weU seek repose, mprovement, and amuse- 
ment ; but beyond this, it is scarcely safe to enter, 
and vicious and licentious thoughts, as much in 
books as in conversation, leave an impression of evil, 
which, perhaps, no after reflection altogether re- 
moves. 

The Law of Kindness, then, in parents and supe- 
riors, will induce them to act in a spirit of wisdom 
in reference to such evils, to encourage whatever is 
"lovely and of good report," to exert themselves in 
active benevolence for the comfort and indepen- 
dence, the moral habits, and the growth in piety and 
order of all. It will not dwell on minor differences, 
it will inculcate grand and heavenly principles. Its 
wish will be that England may be a blessing in the 

a 2 
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earth ; and it will seek that boon by humble prayer, 
that the Holy Spirit, the Teacher and Comforter of 
his people — comforting in teaching may be with 
us, and make us as a city at unity in itself, because 
united in the beauty of order to God, and to the 
duties of our several states. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

THE LAW OP KINDNESS IN OITB DEALINGS WITH 

OTHEB NATIONS. 

Gbeat Bbitain is a powerM nation — an empire, 
rather, as it is said, " on which the sun never sets.'* 
Its character is almost that of the giant, " a man of 
war from its youth." There is scarcely a nation 
with whom we have not had a quarrel — ^from those 
of Europe to our brethren in America — ^from the 
sanguinary Ashantis of Africa to the sheep-like 
Chinese. We possess almost every chief promon- 
tory on the globe worth having. We have fought 
beneath the Pyramids ; we have passed the piUar 
raised by Alexander at the extremity of his con- 
quests ; we have disputed with New Zealand savages 
the possession of the antipodes ; the roar of our 
guns has mingled with the eternal sounds of Niagara. 
Multitudes of om* "braves," — ^to adopt the name 
from the Eed Men of the tomahawk — ^have Mien on 
every soil; and the sea has been stained with 
blood spilt in England's battles. What an account 
will the last day give, both of us and of our foes ! 
There need no accusing spirit, no avengrog angel of 
the slain, to point out wrongs inflicted, — ^there is no 
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scene on the earth but what bears impress of human 
crimes and sorrows. 

The immense forces maintained in every part of 
Christendom ought surely to awaken our minds 
to considerations of the subject of war. Yet 
though the people are drained and oppressed by 
taxes, though all legitimate commerce is impaired 
by the burdens, and though, too, the different states 
are imperilling their liberty by the multitudes of 
armed men, who are ready at any moment to dragoon 
them to their will, we all go on in mutual distrust 
and hatred, and continually increase alike our dan* 
gers ^d om* sufferings. What an inexplicable tiling 
i^ bmnan nature; ho^ greatly are our afflictions 
occasionied by our crimes! The precepts of the 
gospel are such as tiiese — ^''I say unto you, that you 
rpsist not evil." — '' I#t not the sun go down upon 
your wrath." — ''Love yom* enemies; do good to them 
that despitefuUy use you and persecute you." — 
" Avenge not yourselves." — " Bles^, and curse not." 
— ^ Be ye holy, as yoyr Father in heaven is holy." 
Nor are the examples less cogent. Christ was 
foretold as the Prince of Peace. The hymn which 
heralded him to the world, jpine4 ^ ^^ highest gloiy 
to God" with ''peace (m earth, and good-will to 
men," He passed a life of peace, and when in ex- 
peptation of death — ^he could have commanded the 
aid of n^o^ than twelve legions of angels—he wil- 
lingly suffered ea the Lamb of God, — ^uttering in his 
last agony, a prayer for the forgiveness of his mur- 
dereni. The apostles of Christ acted, too, in the 
spirit of their Master. To believe, to endure, and 
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to love, was the taste of the piimitive church. Being 
persecuted, therefore they suffered it. They took 
joyftdly the spoiling of their goods for the sake of the 
Gk)spel, knowing that they had in heaven a better 
and an enduring substance. Yet if any matter may 
be deemed worthy of conflict, it is moral truth — ^the 
doctrines on which the eternal happiness of mankind 
depends. In the avoidance, then, of bloodshed by 
the apostles, even when heavenly interests were at 
stake, we acquire a rule whereby to judge of it for 
earthly objects. The weapons of the Christian " war- 
fare are not carnal but spiritual" — and hence " they 
are mighty through God." 

But then observe the real character and effects of 
war. AH sin abounds with results of unhappiness ; 
this is a law of God fixed immutably on the universe. 
As every bodily movement conveys to the natural 
world impressiQns not to be effaced so long as matter 
shall endure ; so every moral act puts forth conse- 
quences permanent as eternity. In this view, war 
is a calamity not to be described. Who can con- 
templ9.te the entrance of a soul before the tribunal 
of its Judge, unprepared, fiUed with rage, revenge, 
despair, and not be struck with the tremendous evil 
which leads to such a result ! Who, again, can 
follow out this thought, and trace the sorrows of the 
unnumbered victims which war always makes — sor- 
rows which must last for ever ! — and not draw back 
bom the infliction of this scourge ? " What shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul?'* was the ques- 
tion of our wise and mercitid Saviour to his dis- 
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ciples. What temporal benefits even to nations can 
be put in the scale against tHe eternal agonies of 
but one lost spirit ! Yet eacH campaign consigns 
its tHousands to a hopeless death ! 

Nor is it only in reference to a future state that 
we should reflect on the nature and results of war. 
The pomp of arms, and the honours rendered by the 
world to martial achievements, too often render us 
forgetful of its evils. Yet what sorrows does it not 
produce ? The physical sufferings of combatants — 
the anxieties and griefs of Mends — the widows' and 
the orphans' tears and want — the waste of talent, of 
money, and of human life— the rending asunder of 
commercial relations between belligerents — ^the in- 
conveniences and losses finlling upon neutrals — ^the 
financial difficulties — the bitter passions engendered 
— ^the years that must pass before the social wounds 
can be healed — ^the hindrances to the advance of 
religion and civilization, should be weighed by us 
whenever we would duly estimate war. What ex- 
tension of territory, or what degrees of miscalled 
glory can compensate for this load of sin and woe ? • 

War is indeed the most fruitful parent of crime 
of all the evils with which the earth is afflicted. 
Actions which in peace are denounced by the uni- 
versal voice of civilized man as the most execrable 
vices, are in war passed over as of ordinary occur- 
rence, or even are promoted into virtues. False- 
hood, lewdness, rapine, sabbath-breaking, murder, 
the destruction of the works of art, and of the fruits 
of industry, are all to be found in the train of war. 
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A single campaign does more harm to the morals of 
a people than years of virtuous teaching can remedy. 
It familiarizes the national mind with vice and 
bloodshed; it renders the victors selfish and the 
vanquished base. 

And then, too, who can sufficiently speak of its 
absurdity. Two nations watch each other, and go 
on mutually increasing armaments and preparing 
fleets. Virtually, they proceed nearly in the rela- 
tive position in which they began; because every 
accession of strength in one is followed by a larger 
preparation in the other ; but as to the poor inha- 
bitants — ^these must pay for all. Industry is taxed, 
and the warrior triumphs. Honour is rendered to 
the idle and the violent, because, forsooth, they have 
waded through scenes of carnage — or at least have 
taken up the trade of slaughter ; and society, which 
often neglects the man of science, whose benevolent 
labours have conduced to the wel&re of his race, 
advances these to the highest places, and to legislate 
for others, though the sword, and no nice knowledge 
of law or of economy, is the sole recommendation. 
David was not allowed to build the temple, because 
he was " a man of blood ;" but we, beneath a brighter 
dispensation, make the " men of blood" our chiefs 
and leaders. I was much struck, a few evenings 
^ce, in hearing an Indian warrior — not a Mohawk 
nor an Araucan — ^but a British officer from the East 
— making a speech at a Missionary Meeting. I had 
been reading in the morning some extracts, which I 
insert. I did not wish the speaker to decline his 
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address, but I wondered only how He could recon- 
cile a meeting with this peaceful and heavenly object 
with such bloody deeds. 

*' The artillery in the van scattered destruction around ; 
the cavalry charged right into the midst of the Sikh 
squares, and everywhere the bayonets of the infcoitry 
were pressing on, with terrible effect, against the dense 
masses of the enemy. The victory was soon complete. 
The Sikh battalions, driven back at aU points, were 
hemmed in by our closing battalions, and driven peU-meU 
into the river. The carnage was most dreadful. The 
8utki ran crimson with human blood. The bubbling cry 
of many a strong swimmer was heard rising from the 
gory stream, as fast and thick from the British guns on 
the river-4Kmk poured the deadly showers of grape and 
canister upon the routed and helpless hosts of invaders. 

" Or let our countrymen reflect upon the following 
description, from the pen of a subaltern engaged in 
* the brilliant victory of Goojerab, and the subsequent 
operations on the Jhelum/ of what took place on that 
occasion under the auspices of Lord Gough, — ' I looked 
at the village ; it seemed alive, and our men, catching 
sight of the heads above the walls, poured in a volley 
and rushed on. The left wing of our regiment came on 
the village, but found there was a deep ditch in front 
full of water. Before you could say Jack Robinson, 
Rifles, Light, and No. 7, came round to our side and 
were over the walls in a second. There were upwards of 
dOOO men in this village, and as soon as they saw our men 
on the walls they turned to run, but their numbers stopped 
them^ fbr the streets were very narrow and there were 
horse and foot mixed up together ; so our men had nothing 
to do hut get upon the walls and shoot them like dogs. Just 
then Boyd was struck by a round shot in the inside of 
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his 1^, which made him sick for a moment. He how- 
e^er^ was assisted on to the top of a house by Sergeant 
Long : and he tells me he never could have imagined 
such a sight as he then saw. The enemy were in thousands 
trying to escape, and our men knocking them over like dogs. 
Their own guns as soon as they saw our men in the vil- 
lage, opened upon it, not seeming to care much about 
their own troops. Boyd teUs me there was one yard whi^ 
was full of men, horse and foot, and there was only a 
small door for them to get out of which was blocked up by 
one of th(Hr men falling down in it. Our men got round 
the walls and kiUed almost every soul in it,'' 

*^ Again.^— ^ A round shot took off a man's head close 
to me, and spattered his brains in my face — ^the bullets 
whizzing about like hail ; and as we came nearer, grape 
was poured into us, but not a man wavered for a second* 
" Officers to the front — ^lead on your men !" shouted 
the major ; and we sprang forward amidst a shower of 
balls, dashed across a deep nullah, gave one rattling 
volley, and poured into the village at every point. 
Many of the Sikhs stood and fought like men, but 
the greater portion (there must have been at least a 
1000) left the village at one end as we entered at the 
other. Those that remained were shot or bayoneted on the 
spot. There was no quarter given, A number qf them 
shut themselves up in the houses, but our men beat down 
the doors, and poured in volley after volley, and sullenly 
and savagefy the brutes died fighting to the last.* * * • 
The whole line of infantry was seen advancing ; ouir 
guns poured ii^ a withering fire ; the enemy left theirs 
and fled. The cavalry charged in amongst them, and the 
horse artillery, rattled on at a gallop, mowing them down 
in heaps, whil^ we took possession qf their guns and camp, 
leaving the cavalry to deal with the fugitives ; and avful 
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execution they did amongst them, as we afterwards heard, 
pursuing them with the horse artillery for ten miks. 
Not a rein was drawn tiU the horses could go no further / 
their sabres drank deep of blood that day^ and they 
returned weary and jaded, and glutted with slaughter. 
No attempt was made at rallying — ^the rout was com- 
plete ; and long will the Sikhs have cause to remember 
the battle of Goojerat. The whole line of their flight 
was strewed with dead. We advanced into their camp 
over heaps of dead and dying. It wanted nothing more 
to show the gallant stand they had made. Everything 
was in confusion — tumbrils overturned, guns dismounted, 
wagons with their wheels off, oxen and camels rushing 
wildly about, wounded horses plunging in their agony, 
beds, blankets, boxes, ammunition strewed about the ground 
in a perfect chaos; the wounded lying there groaning, 
some begging to be dispatched, others praying for mercy, 
and some with scowling looks of impotent rage, striving to 
cut down those who came near them, and thereby insuring 
their own destruction; for but little quarter, I am 
ashamed to say, was given, and even those we managed to 
save from the vengeance of our men were, I fear, killed 
afterwards. But after all, it is a war of extermination. 
The most heart-rending sight of the day was one J wit- 
nessed in a tent I entered. There on the ground, bleeding 
to death, lay a young mother ; her kg had been carried off 
by a round shot, and the jagged stump protruded in a 
ghastly manner through the mangled flesh* She held a 
baby to her breast, and as she bent over it with maternal 
anxiety, aU her thoughts seemed to be of her child. She 
appeared totally regardless of the agony she must have 
been suffering, and to think of nothing but the poor infant, 
which was drawing its nourishment from her failing 
breast. I gave her some water, and she drank it 
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greedily, raising her large imploring eyes to my face, 
with an expression that was heart-rending to witness. 
I was obliged to leave the poor creature, and go on with 
the regiment : but the remembrance of that sight will 
live with me till my dying day."* 

How can our nation pursue scenes like these P 
Parents who could easily purchase good estates in 
distant lands, seem to think scorn of their sons sub- 
duing the forest, and making the wilderness and 
the solitary place glad of them, as they produce the 
fruits of industry — and are anxious to obtain cadet- 
ships and commissions— though thereby they set 
apart their offspring to join in such calamities: 
this is humanity, and we carry it on in the name of 
religion, and the Prince of Peace ! 

But to return to the folly of these wars. What 
did all the wars in the reigns of WiUiam the Third, 
and of Ann end in P Where are the stable glories 
of Eugene or of Marlborough P What was all 
the ambition of a Charles XII. or a Napoleon ? 
How have we succeeded in restoring monarchy 
OP the Bourbons to Prance P What was the good 
of either of our American wars — ^after the first 
of which we gave our brethren — ^what they must 
have had, and we must have given in a few years 
without bloodshed; — ^and after the last — ^the two 
nations mutually agreed to drop the question 
— ^the right of search for seamen, — ^which had 
caused the quarrel. To go to our Chinese butcheries, 

* Thebattle of the Sutlej of which the account speaks, was 
fought 80 recently as January 28th, 1846. 
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what was the use of killiTig those poor sheep ? Or 
as to Americans wars in Mexico, has she not in an 
unjust quarrel, begun a course which will bring 
home her slave-crimes to her, and divert her people 
from tilling their immense lands, to many dangerous 
and destructive speculations? War indeed is 
national duelling, as unwise — as unreasonable — as 
anti-Christian. It has not as far as the mass of the 
combatants is concerned, even the wretched pallia- 
tion of being engaged in, to remedy individual 
affi*onts or wrongs. It injures aU parties, without 
doing good to any. We commit to the arbitrament 
of the sword, to accident and brute fbroe, the 
dearest interests of humanity; and thb gravest 
matters in which reason should guide, and equity 
decide, an extra ship, a few more artillery waggons, 
the grog which inflames the rushing combatants, is 
sometimes enough to settle. A shower of rain de- 
termined the battle of Agincourt. An accidental 
shot flred ia the darkness, terminated the clashing 
claims of Eussia and Sweden. A few bales of cotton 
settled New Orleans. " The fete of a battle," said 
Napoleon, who gloried in his genius, and knew well 
the subject, ^ is the result of a moment, of a thought 
— ^the hostile forces advance with various combina- 
tions — ^they attack each other, and fight for a cer- 
tain time: the critical moment arrives — a mental 
fLaah decides, and the forces in reserve accomplish 
the object." Again, — " The success of war depends 
so much on quick-sightedness— on seizing the right 
moment — ^that the battle of Austerlitz, whidi was 
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BO completely won, would have been as entirely lost, 
if I had attacked six hours earlier." To such an 
issue is the cause of justice, and the welGire of 
millions leffc in the day of strife. "We seek to 
advance our trade by killing our customers. We 
cut off the heathen, and then send messengers to 
tell their relatives and Mends that having died 
without Gk)d, they are lost to eternity ! 

How far, indeed, in extreme cases, the ultimate 
right of self-defence may be allowed, so as that we 
might resist a piratical incursion as we would a pri- 
vate robber, is perhaps on the principles of the New 
Testament, a dificult question. But admitting this, 
for the sake of not distracting inquiry from the 
main subject, it is evident that our duty nationally 
as well as in private life, is " if it be possible, as 
much as lieth in us to live peaceably with all men." 

How little, alas, have we done this in time past ! 
how much remains to us for the future. No doubt 
the increased intelligence of the present day, and the 
many amicable relations which commerce and other 
communications have created, are doing much to re- 
form opinion, and to make us see the evils of the old 
system. But war is so historic, and nations are so 
B^lfiBh and ambitiouB, that society in general has to 
be warned and reminded of that better state of 
things, which natural reason teaches us, may be, 
and which prophecy assures us, shall be on the earth. 
" He shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off." He will take the elements 
of war into his own hands, and will be the just and 
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yisible arbiter of quarrels ; ^' and they shall beat 
their swords into plough-shares and their spears 
into pruning hooks ; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. But they shall sit every man under his vine 
and under his fig-tree ; and none shall make them 
afraid ; for the moul^ of the Lord of Hosts hath 
spoken it." — (Micah iv. 3, 4.) Blessed time of 
purity and rest, of knowledge, and of every social 
virtue. Then may it be said to the earth at large, 
'^ thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field,'' 
through science and industry; "the beasts of the field 
shall be at peace with thee," — ^no longer trained for 
war, or pursued in wantonness and cruelty, — " thou 
shalt know that thy habitation shall be in peace ;" 
not needing police, nor fearing violence, though the 
owner be absent in duties of religion or benevo- 
lence ; and " thou shalt visit thy habitation and 
shalt not sin ;" — ^returning home as thou hast gone 
forth, in holiness and love. Beautifol expectation, 
when, so changed, so exalted shall man be, so raised 
above the sorrowful vulgarity, not to speak in severer 
censures of the conduct of the masses, that even 
upon the beUs of the horses, pursuing, that is, their 
accustomed labours, shall there be " holiness to the 
Lord." 

But it is to be observed, in striking connection 
with this pacific state of the nations, that it is de- 
clared, " that the knowledge of the glory of the Lord 
shall cover the earth as the waters the sea ;" and 
that many people shall say, " Come ye, let us go up 
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to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of thie 
God of Israel, and He will teach us of His ways, 
and we will walk in His paths." It is only by the 
shedding abroad of this radiant light of the gospel 
that mankiad can be renewed, and blessed. All other 
theories are vain, because they are defective in 
some one essential or another. All lesser systems 
will explode, because deficient in eternal sanctions, 
which only are of power enough to subdue and 
chasten, to improve and heal that eternal in-dweller 
in the fleshly veil, the soul. Hence, though a king, 
in pride and craft might pursue his will, " I will 
overturn, overturn, overturn it, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, and it shall be no more, until He come whose 
right it is, and I will give it to him." Our duty then, 
in international affairs, is clear : it is to go on pro- 
claiming the good news, the ^od spel, to the people, 
to join the practice to the doctrine of religion, to 
make them cognizant of the evangelical code, by 
shewing in our treaties, and in the maintenance of 
those treaties, that we understand it. The source 
is secret ; it is in our schools, in our places of wor- 
ship, in our homes, and hearts: but it shall soon 
swell to a river, making glad the earth. For when 
once we show ourselves thus renewed, a mighty 
influence will be ours ; we shaU gain a power which 
fleets and armies cannot yield us, the result of " the 
meekness of wisdom," and a renovated people. 

Already, with all our present faults, with our sad 
past history, each of which presents so great an 
obstacle to the nations, a hidden but beautiful influ- 
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ence is shed by Britain upon other lands ; scarcely 
acknowledged, perhaps, sometimes a cause of envy, 
sometimes of rebuke, yet felt and daily increasing 
as our Bibles spread, our good tracts are scattered, 
our schools in distant places rise, our teachers adorn 
their doctrine. Science in all this is the ready 
hand-maid of Truth. It has pleased Qod to give to 
the practical genius of our country, inyentions, 
which are, in a material sense, remodelling the 
earth — ^the steam power, for locomotion by water 
and by land, for printing, manufactures, commerce, 
— ^the post-office, for spreading private intelligence 
over the land — ^the yet greater wonder of the elec- 
tric telegraph, uniting with the speed of light the 
most distant places ; so that what has been said in 
eulogy of man, may be by emphasis averred of the 
Anglo-Saxon, and almost without a metaphor, that 
he is a being who draws by the sunbeam, travels by 
air, and talks by lightning. 

What responsibilities then lay upon us for such 
exalted gifts; that we are bom in such a noble epoch ! 
To have been an Athenian in the days of Pericles, 
a JEtoman in the time of Augustus, a Spaniard, when 
the earth was first circumnavigated, and a new 
world rewarded the mariner's daring enterprise, 
were an excellent lot; but to be an Anglo-Saxon 
of the nineteenth century is higher and better. 
Truly the lines are fallen to us in pleasant places, 
we have a goodly heritage — ^goodly, not only in pos- 
session, but in prospect too. And now it is high 
time for us to awake out of sleep, and mourning pa^ 
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faults and follies, money wasted in war, and blood 
of other nations, and our own shed in many a field, 
to begin a new era — a &esh page in human annals. 
Let us now say to nations, Brethren we have ofb 
done you wrong ; we mourn our ambition and our 
strifes. Let us live as children of onefamily. Hence- 
forth let our contest be only to excel in virtue and 
in love. "We are travelling to the home of a com- 
mon Parent, let us see that we fall not out by the 
way. " We are goiag to the land of which Jehovah 
hath said, I will give it you, come thou with us and 
we win do thee good." 

But if all this instruction in wisdom and love, not 
arrogating to ourselves superiority, but gently win- 
niog by the cogency of a heavenly example, be our 
duty — our privilege rather and happiaess to our 
sister nations of Christendom ; how much more is it 
so to the millions lying enslaved in temporal fetters, 
and the chains of idolatry. We have happily freed 
our hands from the guilt of African slavery, but this 
fact, while it gives to our country moral strength, 
imposes on us new duties. We must lighten the 
yoke of caste in the East, and remind, in a spirit of 
love, and with a sense of our own long-continued 
sin, other nations of their obligations. The United 
States of America especially, who have so long mis- 
taken the passage — " cursed be Ham the father of 
Canaan, a servant of servants shall he be to his 
brethren," to include Africa; whereas it expressly 
referred to the old nations of Palestine, whom the 
Jews overcame — especially have to learn consistency 
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with their own Constitution, as well as the general 
law of humanity on this head. Surely if a wise 
freedom were given, and labour made honourable, 
they would never regret the step. Meanwhile their 
retention of this evil weakens them as a nation, and 
repels their influence for good upon the world. Nor 
may we despise any legitimate means for the im- 
provement of the human family. Africa has lands 
surpassingly rich; and produces not a few things of 
which we have need — ^timber, dyewoods, gold dust, 
ivory, com, various gums of immense value, and 
pabn oil for machinery and soap. How desirable 
then that we should stud the coast with peaceful 
colonies, encouraging th6 nations to collect these, 
products, and shewing that the value of man as a 
labourer on his native soil, is. greater than that of 
the same in bones and muscles for the slave-ship. 
This, no doubt, is a true and necessary means, 
to improvement. We must draw out the riches, 
of their soil by labour, and instruct them, a witling 
people, for their good. But herein comes the 
value of Missionary operations. There are many 
details ia which we cannot interfere. Some nations 
especially are excessively tenacious of their own. 
methods. We have no right to intioddate or 
direct by violence. But we may give the gospel, 
and with the gospel all other blessings will flow. 
In New Zealand, many efforts at civilization were 
made, without effect, tiU a true teachiog of the 
Cross came, and then, with improving thoughts on 
eternal subjects, fresh principles arose in the native . 
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mind, and with those principles a readiness to be 
taught, a docility for temporal improvement. So 
will it be found elsewhere ; and if the direct labours 
of the Missionary cannot, as in China, generally pre- 
vail, " our winged messengers," portions of the 
sacred scriptures and of tracts, can pass among the 
people, and be read by many millions, some great 
portions of whom cannot imderstand the speech of 
neighbouring districts. It is thus that the work 
goes on. " We were one day sitting in the house," 
says the Eev. W. Fareborough, missionary at Shang- 
. hae, " we had been making it a matter of earnest 
prayer that Good's blessing might rest upon our 
labours, we saw a fine intelligent young man walk- 
ing backwards and forwards in front of our dwelling. 
. . . He told us he came from a great city in 
the interior, and said, ' I have foimd a Kttle book 
there, which contains something more sublime than 
I have found elsewhere. I was told that it was 
printed at Shanghae. I have travelled here, and 
after great diJBiculty, I have discovered the house 
where you dwell. Did you print the tract ?' We 
saw that it was one of our publications, and attempted 
to explain the truths it contained. Night after 
night, when the toils of the day were over, that 
young man came to listen to the expositions of 
Scripture. It was most delightful to see how his 
powerM and educated mind grasped one truth of 
religion after another ; and at length he went back, 
carrying with him tracts and portions of Scripture?. 
We do not doubt the piety of that young man." 
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Another fact of th© same kind is mentioned : " The 
great cities (of China) are Med with readers, but 
as in our own land, a vast number of the books 
which issue from the press are decidedly of an infidel 
an,d dangerous character. Passing through the 
streets at night, you see the male population spend- 
ing their evenings in the tea-shops. The wealthier 
classes have large and beautiful places, where the 
tea is served up splendidly. "We frequently find at 
the end of the room a man who, with a clear and 
distinct voice, reads some Chinese novel, — ^making a 
collection in way of payment. We were one night 
passing through Shanghae, and saw one of our 
native converts reading a book. We listened : we 
thought, surely he is not reading a novel. What 
was it ? The Lord's sermon on the Mannt, which 
he was explaining to the people. We caught the 
idea, and sent this man to the tea-shops with tracts, 
and when he has finished, he distributes a few copies 
to the more respectable class around him." 

But it is not only by direct agency that the inr 
struction of heathen people is advancing. A man far 
in the interior of Lldia, showed an European a 
charm, written in Hindostanee, which a heathen 
priest had given him, according to wont, at Calcutta. 
On reading it, the Englishman found, in Heu of 
the old words from tho Shaster, the first verse of 
the twelfth chapter of Eomans, '* I beseech you, 
therefore, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to the 
Lord, which is your reasonable service." This slight 
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incident may show that a work is going on in secret. 
The heathen world is like a field in early spring — ^it 
may seem improductive, but the seed of the king- 
dom is within it, and let but the showers come, it 
shall be covered with a sudden verdure. And as a 
help to this, as a practical part of the law of kind- 
ness, how much should every one strive to aid in his 
degree and sphere. Societies for evangelical objects 
are in the highest sense worthy of our prayers and 
support. But these, because they have many advo- 
cates, I do not here insist upon. There is another 
kind of assistance, needed almost as a human means 
to make them fully efficacious, and in itself bearing 
with resistless power upon the conversion of the 
world. This is, the cohduct of our own independent 
people whithersoever they go : travelling servants, 
sailors, naval and military officers, medical men, 
civil fiinctionaries, and gentry, may all do something 
in distant lands for the promotion of truth. Let 
their conduct only be as becometh the gospel of 
Christ ; let them take opportunities of recommend- 
ing study in the things which are most excellent, 
and lend their moral aid to Missions ; and it will be 
seen how, in geometrical progression, as it were, 
under the Divine grace, the pure water of life will 
be spread. As an instance, I may mention the case 
of a young man, deceased too soon for the hopes of 
friends, or the ftdl establishment of renewed cha- 
racter. Being of ample fortune, and having been in 
the Naval service, he purchased a yacht, in which he 
was sailing in distant seas, and in which, snmll as it 
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was, he most heroically joined an expedition iii 
search of Sir John Franklin. It is not, however, to 
this, but to his generous conduct to a poor Mission- 
ary fomily, and to the manner in which Jxe tried to 
lead the king of a distant land to act in a right 
spirit, that our present subject leads us. Perhaps 
the best means of bringing it before the reader will 
be in two letters, never intended for print, and for 
the publication of which his early death only has 
been the cause : — 

Copy of a Letter from the late Robert Shedden, Esq. 
TO HIS Aunt, Mas. Robertson, of Ednam Housb, 
Kelso. 

Boyal Thames Yacht Club Schooner Nancy Dawson^ 

Napa Kiang Loo ChoOy 
2eth May, 1849. 

I write a few lines which I hope, in the course of 
events, may reach you, although the period when they 
may arrive is very doubtful — Loo Choo being out of the 
direct line of route to Post-office — in fact I leave this 
with Dr. Bettelheim to be sent off by any ship which 
may come here, an event that happens every few years. 
I sailed from Hong Kong on the Ist inst., and after a 
rather tedious passage arrived here on Tuesday the 22nd, 
intending to sail the next day after filling up water, but 
in consequence of a letter I received from Dr. Bettel*- 
heim, aphysicianand a missionary, belonging to a British 
Society, who, with his wife and children, are the only 
Europeans in this kingdom. I considered myself bound 
to remain, as it was required to represent some things 
he complained of to the Government, so I sent and 
invited the Regent to come on board ; but he sent the 
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Governor of this town to me saying he was an old man 
and very sick, but that he would come from the capital 
and would be glad to see me at the Court House of Napa 
Kiang on the 24th, which I had informed him was the 
Queen of England's birth-day — so I accordingly went, 
having had the Nancy Dawson previously dressed, and 
left orders to fire a Royal salute shortly after I was 
seen to land — and^it so happened that the first gun fired 
just as the Regent, the second officer of Napa, and the 
Governor of Napa Kiang, and myself sat down to din- 
ner, with Mandarins to attend on us. The dinner con> 
sisted of several hundred different dishes, and lasted 
upwards of four hours. We had pipes between each 
course, land eat with chop sticks (rather difficult), after 
which the Regent proposed the '' Queen of England's 
Health," which was drunk. I then proposed the Regent'^ 
and the young King of Loo Ohoo's health ; and all, 
except myself, appeared as merry as could be, for I had 
just heard that one of my men had had his right hand 
blown off during the salute ; and also knowing what 
must take place when I handed a letter I had written 
to the Regent, complaining of the treatment that 
Dr. Bettelheim, a British subject, had received from the 
Government, and by their orders likewise, as several 
cases had occurred in which tiiev, in their wretched 
narrow-minded policy, had most grievously abused the 
British nation* This soon made them look serious, 
although my letter could not be read or understood by 
any of them, and they had to send for Dr. Bettelheim to 
interpret it. However, as he was just engaged cutting 
off my poor fellow's arm, it was some time before he 
could come, and when he came he could only give them 
the general purport of my letter (rather a long one,) 
and promised to send them a Loo Ohoo translation the 



106 THS LAW OF ICDTDNSSS 

next day. As it was late, this was the time for me to 
be off-HSO I took my leave. Before daylight next morn- 
ing the €k)yemor was off to my yessel, attended by a 
host of Mandarines, <fec., bringing me several presoits 
from the Regent and himself, which I refused to reoeive 
till he accepted several things from me ; and some hours 
after, a second time, with letters to myself and Lord 
Palmerston — so I trust I have been of some use to my 
country. Dr. Bettelheim says, that I have rendered 
Missionaries the greatest service (rather strange for me 
to take their part), the more so, as, of course, I have 
acted entirely on my own responsibility. The fact is, 
that I am in a most singular country, which I would 
have to write a volume to make you understand. AU 
Kpgliffh ships, very few, that ever have been here they 
have given water and fresh provisions to, and would 
never accept of payment — ail they wanted was for them 
to go away. One of our transports was wrecked here in 
the C&ina war — ^they built the people belonging to her a 
junk to take them away, gave them provisions, &c., ifec, 
and would take nothing for it — so we have a good deal 
to thank them for, which made my talk more difficult. 
I had hardly anchored before boats with pigs, poultry, 
vegetables, water, &q, &c., were sent to me, for which 
they would not receive payment. But Dr. Bettelheim's 
letter I was obliged to take notice of. He is a clever 
man as a doctor, is well supplied with medicines from 
the society he belongs to, which together with his advice, 
he is most anxious to be allowed to give to the natives ; 
and he also wishes to convert such as he can to Christ- 
ianity — and the treatment the poor man has received 
is most awful, merely for wishing to do good. He has 
been beaten, starved, and stoned, <fec., <fec., &c., and as 
he informs me he is very well and most toiply paid by 
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his society. He wants nothing but to be allowed to 
buy the food he requires, which the govenunent will 
not allow, and all this is only to make him go away. 

" This I represented to the Regent, and at the same 
time begged to be allowed to pay for what I had receired, 
and stated that all English ships wished to do the same, 
and that they acted in a most improper manner in 
"saying that we came here and kept their country 
poor ;" and at the same time I stated that they must 
expect from the great increase of traffic to be far more 
frequently visited by ships than they have been, and 
that if they would let ships have what provisions, &c., 
they required, and charge them for it, instead of 
having their country made poor, they would enrich it. I 
also thanked them for the kindness they had previously 
shown to our ships and shipwrecked people ; and finished 
by saying that I hoped the friendship which has been 
between Loo Ohoo and Great Britain would long con- 
tinue, but that it depended upon themselves. All other 
vessels that have been here, the people have not been 
allowed to land, or if with great difficulty that they 
were allowed on shore, it was at some out of the way 
place, and were never allowed into the town. I have 
been every day about the sea-port town of Kapa Eiang, 
and yesterday I went to the capital city Sooie — a town 
which former visitors to this country only heard of, but 
never knew where it was even. Some pleasure-grounds 
near it are most lovely, and the country very pretty and 
well cultivated ; and with a more liberal government no 
doubt will become a place of importance. So my first 
diplomatic affair has done well as yet. (Of course, I 
shall send copies of the letters I received, as well as what 
I wrote to the Regent, together with the letters entrusted 
to me^ to the Foreign Office by the first opportunity*) 
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To-morrow, if the poor fellow who had his arm blown 
off is able to do without the doctor's attendance, I shall 
sail for Kamschatka and Behring's Straits. 

'^ I am rather superstitious. Dr. Bettelheim gave me 
a H jmn-Book, and last night for the first time I opened 
it by chance, and the first lines my eyes caught were 
the following :— 

" When passing through the wat^ deep, 
I ask in £uth His promised aid ; 
The waves an awfiil distance keep. 
And shrink from my devoted head. 
Fearless their violence— I dare ; 
They cannot harm — for God is there. 

Rather appropriate for me. I have stated nothing of 
business ; for it is very doubtful that this will eyer reach 
you. If it does, let my mother know that you haye 
heard from me ; for with the yery little chance of letters 
going, and with what I haye to do, I haye hardly a 
moment. I did not think it worth while to write. I 
seldom lie down till two o'clock, and am always up 
between fiye and six, and haye not an idle moment, and 
cannot find time to do half I wish, to say nothing of 
being half frantic with toothache, which I haye had for 
upwards of a week, must be taken for an excuse for not 
writing. My poor Bed Pig died on the passage from 
Kong Kong here, notwithstanding my haying him with 
me in the cabin, and the gunner (with whom he was a 
great fayourite) attending him with tears in his eyes to 
the last. I think the poor beast got hurt internally 
once when it was blowing fresh. 

" God Almighty bless you ! 

"Your affectionate 

<' Robert Shedden.*' 
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The following letter from Dr. Bettelheim, Loo Chooan 
Missionary, addressed to Mrs. Robertson of Ednam 
House was also received at the same time with the above 
letter from Afr. Shedden. 

Loo ChoOy Napa Kiang, 
Oct, Qth, 1849. 

" Madam, — There was no possibility of sending your 
letter sooner. At present it goes off by the Loo Ohooan 
yearly junk to Fuchow. Your dear nephew, Captain 
Shedden, has behaved so generous and kind to us that 
our warmest thanks, though repeated and again reite- 
rated, fisdl far too short of the benefit received. And it 
remaineth, therefore, for the rewarder of every good 
work to bless you and your nephew for this kindness 
shown to a forsaken Missionary family. In these feel- 
ings of love and respect I beg to remain, 

" Madam, 

" Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) '^ B. J. Bettblhbim." 

'^ To Mrs. Robertson, Ednam House, Kelso, 
Roxburgshire, Scotland." 

Perhaps the knowledge of the above facts may 
stimulate other young men of independence to enter 
into the service of religion and humanity. What- 
ever be the rank or fortune of an individual, every 
thing in heaven and earth forbids idleness, each 
family rebukes the idler, our country rebukes the 
idler — God in scripture rebukes the idler — ^the judg- 
ment day wiU condemn the idler — "Thou wicked and 
slothful servant." " Up and be doing" is the word 
to every one. " Not slothful in business, fervent in 
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Spirit, sirring the Lord." We see how earnestly and 
how generously this young man acted ; no doubt he 
gave great consolation to the poor Missionary, and 
perhaps partly through this notice, good may flow 
to Loo Choo by his means. We do not expect all 
to be able to do like things, but there is a quiet 
course of good which every one may pursue ; and 
if alike those at home, and those abroad, will endea- 
vour to bring honour to their God and their country, 
by nobly, disinterestedly, fearlessly and lovingly 
doing their duty ; it wiU not be long before the Law 
of Kindness, the power of which has never yet been 
fiilly developed, shaU prevail: then shall the £unily 
of man unite iu a holy brotherhood, war and the 
curse, slavery and crime shall decrease, and even 
cease among us ; '^ Gk>d shall bless us, and all the 
end9 of the earth shall shall fear him !" 
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THE SLAVE TEADE. 

^ Despise me not, because the son hath looked upon me !'* 

Caft. i. 6. 
** Gk>d of the poor, the poor and friendless save ! 
Giver, and Lord of freedom, help the slave.'*— 'Hhbbr. 

ARGUMENT. 

INTRODUCTION — THB BLESSINGS OP ENGLAND — GOD'S 
MERCY OYER ALL — MAN ALONE RESTRICTS THIS HAP- 
PINESS BY HIS OPPRESSIONS — THE AFRICAN VILLAGE 
AT NIGHT — THE SLAYE-HUNT — THB SLAVE-MARKET — 
ADDRESS ON SLAVERY — METHODS TO BE EMPLOYED FOR 
THE RENEWAL OF THE WORLD — INVOCATION TO THB 
PHILANTHROPISTS OF BRITAIN AND OTHERS — PERSE- 
VERANCE — CONCLUSION. 

Oh Britain ! oh my country ! o'er whose plains, 

Smiling in beauty, peaceful order reigns, 

Whose vales in com and verdant meads abound, 

And '^ thousand hills," ^ with flocks and herds are crown'd. 

Whose ships with commerce fraught, plough eVry sea. 

Whose sons have leam'd " the truth that maketh fipee,"^ 

Thrice happy country ! may'st thou long possess 

Those stores for time, those thoughts for heav'nwhich bless, 

And still rejoicing in thy varied meed 

Own him in all, from whom they all proceed : 
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Nor own him merely, but with lib'ral heart 

Each bounty seek to cherish and impart, 

Till all below enjoy (a ransom'd race) 

" Good gifts" of earth, and " perfect gifts''^ of grace. 

But why this fervent wish, this anxious prayer ? 

Do not mankind at large these blessings share ? 

Does not our Father ope his plenteous hand, 

And spread abundance over ev'ry land ? 

Giving to all his sun, as though alone 

For the sole use of each, its radiance shone ? 

Yes ! God is love ; his acts of grace to man 

Are more than tongue can tell, or heart may scan ; 

But man, who should his glorious image show, 

Selfish and proud, forgets his brother's woe. 

Bows down the soul, denies the light of life 

And works too oft oppressions frauds and strife. 

Now lay the deep Savannah in repose. 
The sultry day had past, the moon uprose. 
And on the mountain side the Queen of night 
The feath'ry palm leaves djeck'd in ivory* light ; 
So soft the air, so gently mov'd the trees 
It seemed the Maker walk'd in ev'ning's ^ breeze ; 
The hamlet all was hushed — save philomel 
Who charming silence sang the day's farewell, 
And Afric's dusky sons retir'd to rest. 
With disport fiU'd or pleasant toil opprest. 

What are those objects prowling through the shade ? 

Hyenas fierce by the darkness made ? 

No ! creatures more obdurate far than they, 

The man-stealer who lurks for human prey. 

The felon crew to ev'ry evil sold '^ 

For direst lust, and cursed thirst of gold. 
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On have they prowl'd, where Nature's children dwell, 
Sobs, shrieks, the roar of guns the rest may tell : 
Now fall the weak — the strong now fight or fly — 
The maiden weeps her injur'd modesty ; 
The clank of chains, the village wrapt in flames, 
Their embassy of hate and bonds proclaims. 

The slave-hunt o'er, their deeds the victors boast, 
With weary steps the cofOies reach the coast. 
In dread expect their flesh the white man's food, 
The colour scarlet from their hearts warm blood. 
And now their cruel wrongs and burning woes 
Begin — no end to know till life shall close. 

As yet her eye-lids scarce hath op'd the mom, 
For crimes so dark bear not the day's sweet dawn ; 
When to the Negro's view appears the sea 
As if to mock with thoughts of liberty ; 
A vessel through the mist is seen to loom. 
And Airic's sons learn as they gaze their doom ; 
Sullen with grief, despair in ev'ry eye. 
Each gesture shows their hearts mute agony. 

List to that eager talk, that quest of news, 
That bargaining for blood, and bones, and thews ; 
The slave mart ! where man sells his brother man, 
And brands God's image with curst slavery's ban. 
Behold the stalwart negro cast supine 
They seek in mouth, and chest, and limbs, the sign 
Of health and youth ; — what oh ! to bless, to save ? 
To learn his market value o'er the wave ! 
See, too, the girl like mom in Soudan spent 
In promise warm, in blush how innocent, 
Whose feet oft sported round the cottage door 
Of cherished parents — ^to be seen no more ; 

I 
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Behold her, as the wretch unmoved by tears, 
Traitor to nature's claims, the victim sears ; 
The mark remains, but not to her the blot — 
'Tis his who Heav'ns mild precept hath forgot, 
<< Though me the sun hath seen-~despise me not. 
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Now faints the wife o'erbome — the Partner's sigh 
In shrieks is lost — the lash resounds on high. 
Which, dire descending, stays the last embrace. 
And urges to the boat th' unwilling pace ; 
Thence to the ship they pass, where reeks the hold, 
And miseries fret too deadly to be told, 
While the presiding demon of the whole, 
7he white man, free in name, yet slave in soul. 
Armed at all points, by custom callous grown. 
Counts but his chance of gains in ev'ry moan. 
The ship must yet its living freight disgorge, 
Midst scenes where men the Negro's chain still forge ; 
Many embark'd, but forth a ghastly crew 
Sicken'd their life shall trail, in numbers few ; 
To feel, as mem'ry wanders o'er the past. 
Of bonds the first day, was of hope the last ! 

Oh Slavery ! thou bitt'rest lot on earth. 
Who shall recount thy sin-begotten birth ? 
Who tell how many a wise and noble soul, 
Has pined, like Toussaint,^ 'neath thy stem control ? 
Parent of crimes ! whose fierce unearthly breath, 
Sirocco-like, blasts fairest scenes with death. 
Tends to the captor's^ and the slaves decay, 
And makes whole realms a vast Aceldama U^ 

And how shall ills like these their crisis meet ? 
Woes that have mock'd the arms of Britain's fleet ? 
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Shall we rekindle Dahra's^^ fiery cave ? 

And of each Ethiop hillock form a grave ? 

Shall we by Gallia's methods seek increase 

Who make a solitude and caUit peace P^ 

Not by such arts as these, my country ask 

To win renown— thine is a nobler task. 

To teach the ignorant, the slave to free 

These are imperial means and worthy thee ; 

To send the Mission ship to ev'ry shore, 

To pray, where prayer was never heard before, 

To pour the €k)spers calm and heavenly light 

On nations sitting in eternal night, 

To lead to mutual love — thyself to prove . ; ' ' 

Each boon of liberty and holy love, 

Ne'er tiring in thy guidance to the sky, 

Till the sav'd world award thee victory. 

This be thy glorious work, thy high emprize ; 

Rather to aid the abject, than to rise ! 

This strength shall give abroad, at home repose, 

And make the desert blossom as the rose ! 

Hail, then, ye holy,^^ humble men of €k)d. 
Whose footsteps in this bright'ning path have trod ! 
Lov'd Wilberforce and Buxton, through whose zeal, 
Exiles no more the galling fetters feel ; 
Sage Clarkson, great in Peace, nor less renown'd 
Where'er the sorrows of mankind are found ; 
And others, num'rous as the drops which glow 
Radiant^^ with peace and hope, in heaven's bow : 
Ye who in lone Cafiraria find employ. 
Or pour on men from slaved* ships, freedom's joy. 
Whose footsteps beautify Sierra's^® hills, 
Or wean" Ashanti from her murd'rous ills, 

i2 
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Who would remove^B Dahomey's fierce fetisch, | 

And Gondar^^ with the pristine faith enrich ; 

And ye who kept by gentler cares at home I 

Yet aid by prayer and coonsel those who roam I 

Te sainted sires, ye christian pilgrims hail ! ! 

Your patience shall endure and shall preyail, | 

What though expir'd the Martyr's living lamp^ 

What though mysterious^ Niger's mangrove swamp. 

The vast Sahara,^^ and sad Tamatave,^ 

Have prov'd, on mercy bound, the Briton's grave 

In that dread day when earth shall yield her dead 

And from the sea its long-bleached bones are led. 

Shall war and vice their million victims bear, 

And none the cypress crown for freedom wear 

Then rise my country, all ye nations rise. 

View in this cause your new-bom destinies, 

No martial clamour need your triumphs know. 

Noiseless, like Salem's house, the work shall grow. 

Join but for truth and freedom, — spread the Word, 

And Mauria's hand shall soon stretch to the Lord. 
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THE PRESENT AGE. 



SONNET. 



One age is gone — we meet as round the grave 
Of the old world ; the night has passed away ; 
Chivalrous pomp, the tyrant, and the slave, 
Alike are fleeting with th' advancing day : 
Pierce airs are drying up Euphrates' wave, 
And mystic Babel towers to decay, 
What truth or error former periods gave. 
New forms and stranger contrasts now display. 
Entrancing period ! clad in storms ; yet bright 
With promise, and the hope of speedy good. 
Blessed are they, upheld by grace and right. 
Who days so trying shall have well withstood. 
Up then upon the watch-tower, seek thy God, 
Within, around thee, cherish life and light ! 



THE BEGINNING OF FRIENDSHIP. 

SONNET. 

If ever thou hast gain'd a mountain's brow 
Ere morning rose, and from thy lofty seat 
Hast scann'd the prospect spread around thy feet ; 
The woods, the villages, the falls, the flow 
Of the calm river ; when the first beams greet 
The hill tops and the mists beneath the glow 
Of the new sun, like vanquished foes retreat. 
Till nature, clothed in light, all radiant grow : 
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Then may^st thou by the contrast whioh the night 
And the fresh beauties of that summer mom 
Have offer'd, tell, how pleasant is the dawn 
Of friendship form'd in that dear Saviour's might, 
Who loVd the sisters ! Oh of ours thus bom, 
Life be the prime and heaven the perfect l^ht ! ! 



UNSANCTIFIED TALENT. 

SOBNET. 

I mark'd an eagle in his upward flight, 
The setting sun his plumes in gold array'd, 
He seem'd, while bathing in that sea of light, 
To scorn the earth beneath in darkness laid, 
But soon disrob'd of radiance by the nigbt, 
His rock he sought retiring through the shade : 
Beautiful emblem, musingly I said. 
And yet how sorrowful, of lofty mind, 
Which as by a heaven-bom instinct led, 
Rises above the murky earth to find 
Those rapt'rous hopes and transports undefin' 
With which the firmament of thought is spread. 
But all too soon life's lustrous beams are shed. 
Pensive it sinks, to care and death consigned. 
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A CHILD*S HYMN. 

Loiu) I am but a little ehild, 

I scarce can lisp thy name ; 
Oh ! make me dutiful and mild, 

And keep me still the same. 

Though weak, and ignorant, and young, 

I'm old enough to sin ; 
Guide then my steps and keep my tongue, 

And make me pure within. 

Grant, Lord, that as an op'ning flower. 

By the soft breezes fann'd, 
My life may, through thy Spirit's pbwer. 

In love and peace expand. 

May Christ's example be my light. 
Till, as the streams which run 

Beneath clear rays^^I too grow bright 
By looking to my sun ! 

May too, thy word rule every thought. 

In usefulness and truth. 
That by its daily precepts taught, 

Glad age may crown my youth. 

May I, thus nurtured by thy care. 

When past my earthly race. 
Here leave a mem'ry, loved and fkir. 

And taste thy perfect grace. 
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A SCHOLAR'S HYMN. 

** Choose you tills day whom 70a will seire ; as for me and fay 
house we will serve the Lord.** Joshua xxiy. 15. 

Teach us to serve Thee, Gracious Lord, 

Rightly to think and pray, 
To love the doctrines of thy word, 

Its precepts to obey. 

Too oft, unmindful of thy care. 
We've stra/d like wandering sheep : 

Beside dear streams, in pastures fair, 
Deign now thj flock to keep« 

With humble penitence we bow. 

Before thy awful throne ; 
Accept our grief--our plea allow, 

And take us for thine own. 

We can present no sacrifice. 

For pardon of our guilt ; 
But while the waves of conscience rise. 

On Christ our hope is built. 

For His dear sake, Lord our strength. 

Renew in us thy grace ; 
That we may view in heav'n at length. 

Thy bright and tranquil face ! ! ! 
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THE OLD CHURCH. 

Fair church ! my home adorning, 
Long may thy spire receive 

Its wonted breeze of morning, 
And purple blush of eve. 

'Twas here an infant swathed 

By pious sponsors led, 
Thy mystic waters bathed, 

In love and hope, my head. 

'Twas here a youthful learner. 
Wayward too oft and cold, 

Qod's word, the heart's discemer, 
My thoughts and duties told. 

Here, too, when check'd my fires. 
And age hath worn my brow. 

Midst long past dames and sires 
111 seek a couch full low. 

Oh fair church, thou unitest, 
God, angels, men, to me. 

The darkest hour thou lightest 
Beam of eternity. 
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NOTES TO THE SLAVE TEADE. 



Note 1, Line 4. 
Ps. 1. 10. The cattle upon a tiiousand hills are mine. 

Note 2y line 6. 
John viii. 82. ** If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis- 
ciples indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.** 

Note 8, line 14. 
James i. 17. ^* Every good gift, and eyery peifeet gifi;, is £n>m 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights.** In the 

Hexameter, Trdera doaig ayadrj Koi ttcLv dutprifia reXeiov, allu- 
sion seems to be made to the twofold g^fts in Tiature and in fffxiM, 

Note 4, line 80. 
« Ivory light." 

'' Buttress and arch alternately 
Seemed made of ebon and ivory, 

8eoU — Melrose Alley ly Mt>onliffhL 
** Pomona loves the orchard. 
And Tiber loves the vine. 
And Pales loves the straw-built shed. 
Warm with the breath of kine ; 
And Venus loves the whispers 
Of plighted youth and maid. 
In April's ivory moonligkt, 
Beneath the chestnut shade.'* 

Maca%tlay*s Lays of AneietU Jtofne, 

Note 5, line 82. 
** Evening's breeze.*' Genesis iii. 8. ** The cool of the day," 

DVn H^*1 /> " properly the wind or breeze of the day, i. e., 
the eveuing. 
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Note 6, line 89. 
'* They have sold themselves to do evil.'' — 2 Kings xvii. 17. 

Note 7t line 52. 
** Dawn.** Bayard's picture represents the first fiiint light of 
dawn. Milton thus describes that time, — 

** What time the gad-'fly wheels his drowsy flight, 
Under the opening eye-lids of the mom.* 
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Note 8, line 94. 
" Toussaint.*' Toussaint, L*Overture, a negro of St. Domingo, 
who suffered under the tyranny of the French, who alternately 
promised and denied his people freedom. This noble African, 
when his children were in the hands of Napoleon, and their lif(^ 
threatened, in case Toussaint would not give up the struggle for 
freedom which he was conducting on behalf of his people, wrote 
a letter to the Emperor of the highest Christian heroism, telling 
him, that though he had a parentis heart, he had too a patriot^s, 
and that he should seek the freedom of Hayti even at the expense 
of his children*s massacre. 

Note 9, line 97. 
It is undoubtedly the case that slavery is as hurtful to the 
slave-owners as to the slaves, though in a different manner. 
When travelling in the United States, I learned that it is usual 
for the master of a plantation to compel one of the slave children 
to sleep in the house— sometimes in the room — of the white 
fiEunily, as a hostage for the safety of the house from fire. 

Note 10, line 98. 
The horrors of slavery cannot be adequately described. An 
instance occurred in Virginia a few years since, in which a negro 
woman, finding her two children, who had been sold, were about 
to be torn from her for ever, entered an out>house during the 
night, and killed them. A man, also, being about to be carried 
by the trader away from his connexions, seized a hatchet, and 
cut off his hand. Some of the most fertile regions of Africa are 
all but depopulated by this evil, while it is computed that at least 
500,000 human beings every year are carried away or destroyed 
by the trade. 
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Note 11, line 101. 
The cruel massacre by the French at Dahia, a few years nnce, 
needs ,uo comment. Between 500 and 1000 persons, men, 
women, and children, were barbarously stifled with the smoke of 
burning faggots, in that dreadfid cave. They submitted to this 
&te, rather than capitulate to parties who were veiling the fiovest 
cruelties under the sacred name of civilization. 

Note 12, line 104. 
The ancient British chief, Galgacus, thus describes the Bomans. 
Would that there never were cause for the less &voured portion 
of the human race to speak of so-called Chriitian nationa in 
similar terms :— " Sed nulla jam vlixk gens, nihil nisi fluctna et 
saza, et infestiores Bomani quorum superbiam firustra per obse- 
quium et modestiam effugeris : raptores orbis, portquam cuncta 
vastantibus defuSre terrse, et mare scrutantur ; si locnples hottit 
est, avari ; si pauper, ambitiosi ; quos non oriens, non ooddeni, 
satiaverit ; soli omnium opes atque inopiam pari adfectu conciipi- 
scunt : auferre, trucidare, rapere falsis nominibus, imperiuml; 
atque, uli solitudinem £Eiciunt, paeem appellant.^ — Agric 



Note 13, line 121. 
** Te holy humble men,'* &c. ^ all ye holy and humble men 
of heart. ^ — Song of the Three Children, 

Note 14, line 128. 
** Clouds.'* Heb. xiL 1. " Seeing that we are compassed with 
so great a cloud of witnesses," &c. 

Note 15, line 130. 
In Sierra Leone are upwards of 8000 liberated Africans, re- 
deemed from the horrors of the middle passage. 

Note 16, line 131. 
•* Whose footsteps beautify Sierra's hills." Isaiah lii. 7. " How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings,'' &c. An early missionary at Sierra Leone observed 
a body of converted natives, with their pastor at their head, walk- 
ing in order over the mountains from their place of worship ; and 
as they walked, they sang the hymn, ^ 0*er the gloomy hills of 
darkness,** &c 
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Note 17, line 132. 

** Wean Ashanti from her murdVons ills." Ashanti, thougli in 
some respects a civilized country, still continues the barbarous 
cruelties of human sacrifices. Mr. Bowdich, after describing the 
barbaric pomp of the king, says, ** Yet the rows of human teeth 
around his neck, the heads of victims suspended to the death- 
drum, and the executioner with his bloody axe and steel clotted 
with gore, threw into the scene a character truly savage.*' A 
youth was pointed out to Mr. Freeman, who had put to death 
more than sixty human beings. He was but sixteen. On occasion 
of the death of a chief, persons run about the streets, sword in 
hand, slaying indiscriminately the passers by. These ' customs,' 
as they are called, and especially the great Adai custom, cast over 
the people an air of indescribable dismay. They fear to leave 
their houses, lest they should £ei11 victims. At the death of Osai 
Tooto Quamina, &ther of the younger of the Ashanti Princes, 
some time since in England, 7000 persons, viz.. 3000 in the 
capital, Eumasi, and 4000 through the country, are said to have 
been slain.'** 

A very pleasing testimony in favour of the Wesleyan Mission 
in Ashanti has been given by Sir William Winniett, the GK)vemor 
of the Gold-Coast, in the Journal of his recent Visit to Eumasi, 
contained in a Despatch addressed to the Right Honourable Earl 
Ghrey, and printed by order of the House of Commons during the 
last session of Parliament. After describing the barbaric pomp 
displayed at his public reception by the King, in a large open 
space in the capital, his Excellency remarks : — ** Immediately 
after the procession had closed, we repaired to the Wesleyan Mis- 
sion-house, where we found comfortable arrangements made by 
the £ev. Mr. Hillard, the resident Missionary in Eumasi, for con- 
venient quarters during our stay. Greatly as I had been inte- 
rested with the manner in which the King received me, the ap- 
pearance of such a vast number of uncivilized men under such 
entire control, the new style of building exhibited, and its pretty 
contrast with the ever-fresh and pleasing green of the banyan- trees, 
was equally interested and excited at the appearance of the Wes- 
leyan Mission-house, a neat cottage, built chiefly with the teak or 
edoom wood of the country. As I sat down in the airy, spacious 
hall, in the cool of the evening, after all the toils and excitement 
of the day, and contemplated this little European establishment. 
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Note 20, line 188. 
The Niger Expedition, though offering so mehmcholj a proof of 
the disastrous effects of climate, appears to have aroased inquiry 
among the African chiefs. The author cannot but bear testimony 
to the self-denying devotedness of his countrymen, with not a few 
of whom an acquaintance led him to revere their motives, and to 
deplore most deeply their loss. 

Note 21, line 139. 
" The vast Sahara.'* Major Denham describes the heroism of 
a young Irish officer, who crossed this desert with a view of join^ 
ing him ; and died only a few weeks after his arrival. 

Note 22, line 189. 
" Sad Tamatave.'* It was here that the devoted Christians, 
gathered by the Madagascar Freman, endured such cruel bard- 
ships from the persecutions of the queen. Nothing that I know 
of since the Apostles* time surpasses the spirit and temper with 
which the afflictions were met. We seemed, in reading the 
account, restored to that primitive age. 

Note 23, line 146. 
** Like Salem*s house.** The temple was built without noise of 
axe or hammer ; — ^beautiful symbol of the noiseless progress of 
divine truth. 
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LIFE OF A VAGRANT; or, the Testimonjr of 
Outcast to the Value of the Gospel. To which is ad 
a Brief and Original Account of Andribs SroFFLxa 
African Witness. New Edition. Foolscap 8yo, c 
price Is. 

" When we tell our readers that we helieve ther 
few amone them who, if circumstances pennity wil 
he compelled to finish it at a single sitting, the^ 
require no further proof of the interest we felt in it 
Christian Witness. 

" It is worthy of all confidence."— ^a^tonc/ 2 
Chronicle. 

ALBERTUS MAGNUS. The Treatise of Albi 
Magnus, [1193—1289,] Be Jdharendo Deo, of 
hering to God. A Translation from the Latin. 1 
cloth, price Is. 

An exquisite gem. 

HISTORICAL SKETCHES AND PER80I 
RECOLLECTIONS OF MANCHESTER. Iiit< 

to illustrate the Progress of Liberal Opinion from .12 
1832. By Archibald Prentice. Post 8yo» price 

THE PASTOR'S WIFE. A Memoir of Mrs. She 
of Surrey Chapel. By her Husband. With a Po: 
Seventh Thousand, foolscap Sto, price 5s. 

" This constitutes one of the most tender^ beaa 
instructiTC, and edifying narratives that for a lone 
has come under our notice. * * * We anticipa 
it a very extended ^popularity and usefulness a 
the mothers and daughters of England."— CAr 
Witness, January, 1849. 

"This volume deserves a large circulation, ax 
feel it a pleasure to commend its perusal to the ti 
classes of our readers, especially to those whoA 
may enable them to tread in Mrs. Sherman's step 
Nonconformisty Janxxary ^4l\i, \^49, 
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KAH-CE-CA-CAH-BOWH. RecoUections of a Forest 
Life ; or, the Life and Travels of George Copway, Chief 
of the Ojibway Nation. Foolscap 8vo, price 2s. 6d. 

" The simple and effective narrative of the hardships, 
trials, and present labours of the writer, will be found 
full of interest to the many well-wishers of the Indian 
tribes." 

THE OJIBWAY NATION. The Traditional History, 
Legends, Wars, and Progress of Enlightened Education 
of the Ojibway Nation of the North American Indians. 
By the Indian Chief, Kah-Ge-Ga-Gah-Bowh, or George 
CopwAY. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, price 5s. 

*' The above work is full of interest, and written in 

the figurative style of speech-making, so celebrated 

among the North American Indians, by a man who 

has observed the progress of his nation, which is full of 

' ' natural and poetic feeling." 

HYMNS AND MEDITATIONS. ByA. L.W. Foolscap 
8vo, stiff fancy cover, gilt edges, price Is. The same 
done up in silk, price 2s. 6d. Second Edition. 

*' There are briers besetting every path, 
That call for patient care ; 
There is a cross in every lot. 
And an earnest need for prayer ; 
But a lowly heart that leans on Thee 
» Is happy anywhere." 

^ " Clear, devout." — Christian Witness. 

^ " The sentiments are, without exception, evangelical, 

and the diction chaste." — Standard of Freedom. 
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^ STAVES FOR THE HUNlkU X-kWSWt^ ^^ ^- 

/ LiNN^us Banks. Post 8vo, (^titik ex!a», ^Ttfsfc ^*^- 
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THE WATER CURE. Letters from Ghrafbiiberg in th^ 
years 1843-4-5, and 6. Bj John Giabs. 12mo9 doth, 
priee 4s. 6d. 

'' The inquirers after Health, the philanthropist, and 

the medical practitioner will do well to read Mr. Gibbs' 

book, for which we thunk him, and which W6 beg very 

sincerely to recommend to carefnl peniUdl.*' — ifonctm- 

formiat^ September 18, 1849. 

"We strongly recommend its perusal." — Limerick 
Chronicle, 

SAND AND GANVA88. A Narrative of Adyentures in 
E^mt) with a sojourn atnoug the Artists in Bom^^ &c. 
With Illustrations. By Samuel Bevan. Sto, cloth, 
price 12s. 

** The random high spirits of this book give taU 
to the sand, and cotout to the cianvass." — Athencam. 

"The truth is never disguised, but things are men- 
tioned with an aiir of sincerity that is irresistible. We 
never recollect to have opened a book which possessed 
this charm in anything approaching to the same d^ree. 
It captivates and exdites^ giving reality and interest to 
every incident that is introduced." — Morning Post, 



CAPTAIN SWORD AND CAPTAIN PEN;-^A Poem. 
By LEiGk HtJNT. The third Edition, with a new Preface, 
Remarks on War, and Notes detailing the Horrors on 
which the Poem is fbunded. !h)blscap 8vo, cloth, gilt 
edges, price 3d. 6d. 

" Probably in ho work of one hundred pages was 
there ever amassed so much of horror. * * * We 
admire its brilUancy and are amazed at its force." — 
Morning Chronicle. 

** Mri Leigh Hunt's Poem and Notes, together with 

the excellent Prefaces, are eminently calculated to diffbie 

a more rational and Christian spirit among all classes of 

readers. We recomtnen^ 1^)0^01 \» €^i^\^ \»S(\.^ ^C a 

fatnilj tod guaidiMi o€ ^oxiVXir — ^WLwtiVr^ AtSMi«ir^ct< 
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HE DEmERARA MARTYR. UmoiH of the ttori 
John Smith, Missionary to Demerara. By EdWin Angel 
"Wallbridge. "With a Preface by the Revi W. G. BAliftETT. 
8vo, price 78k 

" There will one day be a resurrection of hlitnes and 
reputations, as certiEiinly fts of bodies/' — John Mitton, 

" The book is it Worthy monument to the distinguished 
Martyt whose history forms its leading subject; * * * 
A raluable contribution to the dause of freedom, hu- 
manity, and justice in Dettlerahl.*' — PatHtt, 

** We hftte perused this wbtk with mixed feelings of 
pain and lidmitation ; t)ain3 arising from th6 sense of 
wronff and misery inflicted on a gOoid ttlatt \ ftdiniration, 
that the author has so fully redeetued his friend and 
brother minister fVotn caluihuies and misrepresentations 
of Satanic malice and wickedness." — {Standard efFree- 
doth, August 30, 1848. 

HE ISLAND OF OUBAt its Resdu^c^s^ Pi^ogir^ss, and 
Prospects, cohsidfered especially in l*elatlori to the iufluence 
df its prosperity oh the interests of the British Wi^t India 
CoiouieSi By R. R. Madden, M.R.I. A. I2m6, cloth, 
pri<se 3s. 6d. 

"This little volUihe contains a lai^ge Amount bf valu- 
able infbrihation, intimately conntcted with the progress 
of society and happiness of man.*' — tMristidH Times. 

*' We recommend the book to the ()^rusal of All wbo. 
are interested in the great work of negro emancipation." 
— Standard of Freedom. 

"As supplying the lateist infofmaiion ^tmtHshiing 
Cuba, Mr. Maddeii's book is ejttifeihely talttftble." — 
Economist, 

"We cordially recomtnend the volume." — Jnti- 
Slavery Beperter, 

rlLLIAm PENN AND T. B^ mAOAULAY ) heing 
Brief Observatiohs on the Charges \!ck%ii<^\&.\^CV^jii^»:^^ ' 
" Historjr of BugUtndj" a|^Ss\!^\. V>c» ^«x%fcV«t ^"^^'Smsss^ 
Penn. By W. E. Forstcu. ^^o^ ^c^^^V^to^^"^" 
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A WORKING MAM.' 

By "One who has whistled at the Plough." Po«t 
8vo, price 7s. 

This work contains the " Barrack life of a Dvaffoon ;" 
what the author did to save Britain from a Bieyolution ; 
his Court Martial and Punishment at Birmingham ; the 
Conspiracy of the Secret Committee of the Trade Unions 
in London to ''Assassinate the Cabinet Ministers, and 
Capture the Palace, Royal Family, and Bank of England;" 
how planned, and how preyented. 

^' Here is a genuine, fresh, and thoroughly true book ; 
something really worth reading and remembering." — 
Manchester Examiner. 

"The well-known author of this work, who has 
attracted much public attention, and has acquired a 
well merited reputation, has done the public a great 
service by publishing his autobiography." — Economist, 
** This is one of the most interestmg works which 
has come under our notice for a long time. It is the 
genuine record of the inner and outer life of a genuine 
working man. * * * There are few writings in our 
language, which, for power of giaphic description, 
surpass the letters by him under the signature of ' One 
who has Whistled at the Plough;' and in his auto- 
biography we find the same facility of description, &c." 
— Leeds Times, 

READINGS FOR RAILWAYS ; or Anecdotes and other 
Short Stories, Reflections, Maxims, Characteristicg, Pas- 
sages of Wit, Humour, and Poetry, &c. ; together witl^^ 
Points of Information on Matters of General Interest^ ' 
collected in the course of his own reading. By Leigh 
Hunt. Royal 18mo, price Is. 

" Leigh Hunt's name would beautify any production, 
even trivial in itself, with the glory of his early fame. 
The book will prove a valuable antidote to railway 
weariness to whomsoever will take it in hand, as his 
railway companion." — Morning Chronicle. 

*:ft* The second Tolume is hon* x^tt^-^. "^^oXr^Xs^ li.'E^ 
Stme. 
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lUVENILE DEPRAVITY. The Prize Essay on Juvenile 
.Depravity. By the Rev. H. Worsley, A.M., Easton 
Rectory, Suffolk. To this Essay on Juvenile Depravity, 
as connected with the causes and practices of Intempe- 
rance, and the effectual barrier opposed by them to 
Education, the above Prize of £100 was awarded by the 
Adjudicators, Dr. Harris, of Cheshunt ; the Rev. James 
Sherman, Surrey Chapel ; and Dr. Vaughan, of Harrow. 
Post 8vo, price 5s. 

'* We earnestly commend this very able Essay to the 
early attention of those whose philanthropy leads them 
to seek a remedy for the fearful amount of juvenile 
depravity which now gangrenes society, ai;d will prove 
fatal if not checked and removed. The author admi- 
rably uses his statistics, and shows an intimate know- 
ledge of human nature, in its multifarious circum- 
stances." — Christian Examiner y April, 1849. 

''It is impossible to read many sentences of this 
volume without perceiving that you are in the company 
of a Christian philanthropist — a man who is bent, as 
far as in him lies, on the removal of a great national 
evil ; and who has sufficient patience and courage to 
investigate the sources of that evil, to examine with 
candour the various remedies proposed for its removal, 
and to point out with honesty that which he believes to 
be the only appropriate and effectual remedy." — 7Vff- 
total Times, April, 1849. 

"Mr. "Worsley* s is, unquestionably, a very able 
treatise." — Patriot, April, 1849. 

'HE RHYNIINC CAME; a Historiette. 16mo, sewed, 
price 6d. 

This little book is designed as a winter-evening recrea- 
tion for young persons. Its object is, that of calling up 
their ideas into ready exercise, and habituating the mind 
to a prompt and accurate description of objects, as well 
as a more subtle delineation of thoughts and feelings ; 
and it has particularly in view the monition that^ ei«a. v^. 
their recreations, they may lemeixAi^t ^*\\i5(l^^V ^>s.^€S^ 
aa 'Tagr^ble." 



Id Cfui^le^ Gilpin* 8 Li$t ofB&Ou, 



JUVENILE DEI>RA VITY^ An Inqniry ihto tt 
aiid Cfttises of Juvenile D^raritY. Dedicated, 1 
pennissioii, tb the Right HbD; the Eari of Cdrl 
Tbohas Bbogs, late Secretary of the Health d 
Association, and author of "Lectures on tl 
Eleration of the People." — 8vo, price 58. 



cc 



Few men were better qualified to deal wit 
case than Mr. Beggs, whose lot it has been ] 
be mixed up with the working classes, and 
made their characters, habits, and circumsta 
subject of his special study. He is, moreove: 
of strong penetrating intellect, and possesseSf : 
degree, whatever is needful to constitute a si 
human nature. Let all read Mr. Beggs's 
A heart brought very largely into sympathy 
subject could scarcely read a chapter of it witk' 
Its revelations are those of the darkest cha 
spiritual death and moral desolation. The i 
our cordial commendation. It is one of the 
books which cannot be too widely circulated.*'- 
Banner, August 25, 1849. 

" Mr. Beggs writes with all the confidence 
practical knowledge of the subject has given 
it is impossible to peruse the pAges of his w 
out obtaining a fearful insight into the extei 
moral depravity of the lower orders of society, 
paths of vice, in which his reverend cdmpetitd 
tread, there Mrt Beggs boldly steps forW 
denounces, while he exposes, those gigantic ai 
ling evils, whiiih tnust be brought to ught be 
can be effectually grappled with and oven 
Journal of Public Health, July, 1849. 

"Whether we regard the graphic pictnr 
actual condition of the neglected classes, or tl 
taut collection of original and selected statist 
this volume contains, we must pronounce it to 
the most trustworthy expositions of our soeial 
evils which has yel \ie«;ti '^vA\w«^r*-'Rut 
July, 1849. 
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THE ROMldH CHURCH. The Doctrines of the Bomtoli 
Church, as exhibited in the Notes of the bouAY Bible : 
flMnged undet sepatAte heads. By SamvMl GaI^per. 
8vo, price 12s. 

" Mr. Capper's book may be regarded as a monu- 
ment of diligence^ of fairness, and of Christian benevo- 
lence ; and it will find its Way, we doUbt nbt, into the 
libhiry of every man who wishes to be inforihed on 
what tnust, after all, be one of the great controversies, 
if not the greatest controversy, of the times tipoil which 
the Church of Ctttetsr is entering."— 5%c Patriot. 

"The work is not only prepared with perfect integrity, 
but is curious and worthy of place iti all libraries, and 
especially of ministers who may have occasion to deal 
with these matters in pursuance of their duties." — 
Standard of Freedom, 

" It is a most valuable contribution to the aids and 
appliances of that species of religious eonttdvers^ 
which contends ^r truth and not for fnctory, and uses 
the weapons of reason and charity, not <of acrimohious 
debate and reviling." — Morning 'Poat, 

"This is a valuable publication of the Notes of the 
quarto edition of the DoUay Bible> classified under 
various heads, so as to afibrd an easy and ready 
reference on the leading points of doetrine. The 
notes are taken from the editions of 1633, 1635, and 
1816, and are the result of many yeiars' labours; and 
the book brings into one's reach an important portion 
of controversial matter, which may be used with effect 
in our antagonism with the errors of the Church of 
Rome." — Dublin Christian Examiner. 

PORtttAltS IN miNlATURE; or. Sketches of Character 
in Verse. By Henrietta J. Fry, Author of the 
"Hymns of the Reforniation," &c. Illustrated with 
Eight Engravings, Svo, price 10s. 6d. 

This little volume holds matiy a name dear to the 
best interests of society, like thoiie ot ^iaartfiwS^'^x^', 
J. J. GHmey, W. Wi\Wtwtft» ^^iMbJjv^^^N^^^^'^^ 
Heber, ftc. 
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FIFTY DAYS ON BOARD A SLAVE VES^ 

Bj the Bey. Pascoe Grenfell Hill« M.A.» Chi 
of H.M.S. Cleopatra. Demy 12mo9 cloth let 
I price Is. 6d. 

''This curious and succinct narrative givei 
experience of a short voyage on hoard one of the 
ships. We shall be rejoiced, if the publicity gii 
this little but intelligent work by our means, ass 
drawing the attention of the influential classes i 
subject." — Blackwood's Magazine, 

" We hope this little work will have a wide cii 
tion. We can conceive nothing so Ukely to do 
to the righteous cause it is intended to promot 
Examiner, 

A VOYAGE TO THE SLAVE COASTS OF W 

AND EAST AFRICA. By the Rev. Pascoe Gsei 
Hill, R.N., Author of " Fifty Days on Board a 
Vessel." 12mo9 cloth lettered, price is. 

" This brief but interesting narrative proceeds 
one who has witnessed the horrors of the Slare-i 
as carried on in various parts of the globe. * * 
The unpretending style in which the narrative is 
ten, ana the stamp of truth which it carries wi 
induce us to recommend it to an extensive perusa 
Standard of Freedom. 



CARDS OF CHARACTER: a Biographical Game, 
a neat case, price 5s* 

" This Game, which is prepared by a young 

contains much amusement and instruction. It coi 

of brief sketches of the lives and characters of i 

seventy of the principal persons of the past age 

quesdona corresponding m Tk\xTc\^€t mVkv ^b^ C 

The Game is weu arranged, oad^erj MK^^r 
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THE CAMPANER THAL: or. Discourses on the 
Immortality of the Soul. By Jean Paul Fe. Richter. 
Translated from the German by Juliette Bauer. 
Foolscap 8vo, price 2s. 6d. 

" Report, we regret to say, is all that we know 

of the 'Campaner Thai,* one of Richter' s beloved 
topics, or rather the life of his whole philosophy, 
glimpses of which look forth on us from almost every 
one of his writings. He died while engaged, under 
recent and almost total blindness, in enlarging and 
remodelling this 'Campaner Thai.* The unfinished 
manuscript was borne upon his coffin to the burial 
vault; and Klopstock's hymn, • Auferstehen wirst du!* 
*Thou shalt arise, my soul,' can seldom have been 
sung with more appropriate application than over the 
grave of Jean Paul." — CarlyWa Miscellanies. 

THE FRIENDLY AND FEEJEE ISLANDS ; A Mis- 

sionary Visit to various Stations in the South Seas^ in 
the year 1847. By the Rev. Walter Lawry. "With an 
Appendix, containing notices of the poHtical constitution, 
population^ productions, manners, customs, and mytho- 
logy of the people, and of the state of religion among 
them. Edited by the Rev. Elijah Hoole. 12mo, 
cloth, price 4s. 6d. 

" Some of its details of Cannibalism and Feejeeism 
are very terrible ; and that such anthropophagi should 
have been recovered to a common human nature with 
ourselves, and to the higher hopes of the Christian 
life, is a testimony to revelation which the sceptic may 
well ponder." — Nonconformist. 

" That portion of the narrative relating to the Feejee 
Islands is especially worthy of perusal, displaying as it 
does the frightful characteristics of a society in which 
habitual and ferocious cannibalism maintained its 
ground, and its gradual transition to a more hopeful 
and satisfactory condition, in whiclv l\^fc * \s>&»sK»s5fc^^ 
the press' is already becomVcL^ ^ ^^^«t ^^^ ^•^^. — 
Morning Advertiser. 
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A KISS FOR A BLOW; A Collection of Stbriei 
Childreil, showing them how to prevent Quarrelling. 
H. C. Wright. Twenty-sixth Thousand, ISmo^ prh 

''Of this little hook it is impossible to spea) 
highly — ^it is the reflex of the spirit of childhood 
of tenderness, pitj^ And love: quick to l^s^iit, 
equally quick to forgive. "We wish that all chi 
could imbibe its spirit, then indeed would the ^ 
be happiier And better." — Mary Howitt. 

" This volume, of which it were to be wished 
evfery family in the country had a copy, has 
reprinted in Londoh, by Charles Gilpin ; it is an 
lUable little book.*' — Chambers^s Tracts. 

SKYRACK ; A Fairy Tale. With Six Illustrations. 
8vo, cloth extra, price 2s. 6i. 

" It is simply the story of an old oak ; but it ci 
you awfciy to the forest, and refreshes ytJU vdt 
dewy, Stttiny, solitary life. The spirit of the be 
pure as the breezes of the forest themselves. A 
imagery, and the whole tone of the story are of 
kind which you wish to pervade the mind of 
children. In a word, we have rarely enjoyed a 
delicious hour, or have been more thoroughly wn 
sweet, silent, dewy, and balmy forest entrance! 
than during the perusal of Bkymck.*' ^—IStandc 
Freedom, 

THt PEASANTRY OF ENGLAND. An Appea 

behalf of the Working Classes ; in which the causes y 

have led to their present impoverished and degraded 

dition, and the means by which it may best be pi 

nentljr improved, are cleotVy T^oVsiXfc^ wi\.* B^ G 

Perry, I2mo9 cloth, price 4s. 
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SPARKS FROM THE ANVIL. By Elihu Burritt. 
1 2mo, sewed. The Thirteenth Thousand, price 1 s. 

" These are sparks indeed of singulat brilliandy.'* — 
British Friend. 

" They deserve to be stereotyped, and to form part 
of the standard literature of the age." — Kentish Inde- 
pendent, 

" We s&y to all, read it, imbibe its spirit, and learn, 
like the writer, to work for and with God, towards the 
regeneration of your race." — Nottingham Review. 

" B/eader, if you have not read the * Sparks from the 
Anvil,' do so at once." — The Echok 

A VOICE FROM THE FORGE. By Elihu Burri^t, 
with a Portraiti Being a Sequel to " Sparks from the 
Anvil." Seventh Thousand, 12mo, sewed, price Is. 

** In every line coined from the reflecting mind of the 
Blacksmith of Massachusets, there is a high philosophy 
and philanthropy genuine and pure. His sympathies 
are universal, his aspirations are for the happiness of all, 
and his writings are nervous, terse, and vigorous."— 
London Telegraph, 

'' The influence of the small work before us must be 
for good, and we wish it every success. The various 
essays it contains are written with natural eloquence, 
and contain many just and original sentiments."'^ 
Scottish Press. 

THE PASTOR'S LECACY ; or, Devotional Fragments^ 
From the German of Lavater, By Henrietta J. Fry, 
18mo, silk, price 2s. 6d. 

'* This is an exquisite little gem." — Christian Ex' 
atntnet. 



*^* An edition may be obtaVii^dL "wflsv VJsifc^^TtssssBi.^fis^'^essaiS^ 
to the work, bound up m Claie uvov^ xDkJKtsxiKt^^'^'^'^* 
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THE PHCENIX LIBRARY. 

The following Series of Original and Reprinted Works, bearing 
on the Renovation and Progress of Society in Religion, 
Morality, and Science, is now in course of publication^ printed 
uniformly, price 2s. 6d each volume : 

UTOPIA; OR, THE HAPPY REPUBLIC. APhilo- 
sophical Romance. By Sir Thomas More. 

LETTERS ON EARLY EDUCATION. By Pestalozzi. 
With a Memoir of Pestalozzi. 

EFFECTS OF CIVILIZATION ON THE PEOPLE 

IN EUROPEAN STATES. By Charles Hall, M.D. 

THE CHRISTIAN COMMONWEALTH. By John 
Minter Morgan. To which is added, An iNauiRT re- 
specting Private Property, from a Periodical of 1827. 

LETTERS TO A CLERGYMAN, on Institntions 
for Amehorating the Condition of the People, chiefly 
from Paris, in the Autumn of 1 845 . By the same Aathor. 

A TOUR THROUGH SWITZERLAND AND ITALY, 

in the years 1846-47. By the same Author. 

COLLOQUIES ON RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION. By the same Author. 

TRACTS. By the same Author. 

THE REVOLT OF THE BEES. By the same Author. 

THE ADVENTURES OF SIGNOR GAUDENTIO 

DI LUCCA. Attributed to Bishop Berkeley. 

ESSAY ON ST. PAUL. By Hannah More. 2 vols. 
Uniform with the above, price 3s, 6d, 

EXTRACTS FOR SCHOOLS A.HO FAMILIES, 

in aid of Moral and B«)igi.oxu Tncmoxki^. 
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HE PRIZE ESSAY, ON THE USE AND ABUSE 

of Alcoholic Liquors in Health and Disease. By W. B. 
Cakpenter, M.D., F.R.S. Dedicated by permission to 
H. R. H. Prince Albert. A Prize of One Hundred 
Onineas having been offered for the best Essay on the 
above subject, that sum has just been awarded to Dr. 
Carpenter, by the Adjudicators, Dr. John Forbes, Dr. 
G. L. EouPELL, and Dr. W. A. Guy, Post 8vo, price 
5s. 

"We have now to congratulate the donor and the 
public on having obtained an Essay from one of the 
most eminent physiologists." — Nonconformist, 

" It must be no small source of gratification to them 
(the Teetotallers) that the important publication to 
which we have been calling the attention of our readers 
(the above Essay) should find its way to the royal 
palace; and that the enlightened Prince, so distinguished 
for his earnestness in promoting the best interests of 
his adopted country, should sanction the dedication of 
the work to himself, and thus confer an honour alike 
deserved by the author and his cause.'* — Bristol 
Mercury, 

OCERSON'S POEMS. The Poetical Works of John 
Bolton Rogerson, author of "Rhyme, Romance, and 
Revery," &c. 

" His sterling talents are alike a credit to himself 
and the land of his birth, and we doubt not will shortly 
win for him a foremost rank among English Poets." — • 
County Herald, 

YMNS OF THE REFORMATION. By Luther and 
others. From the German. To which is added his Life, 
from the original Latin of Melancthon, by the Author of 
" The Pastor's Legacy." l8mo, cloth, price 2s. 6d. ; and 
neatly bound in silk, price 3s. f)d. 

HE ART OF MEMORY. The new Mnemonic Chart 
and Guide to the Art of Memory% B^ "W • ISk^v "^^si^ \ 
UJuatrated with upwards oi ^QO^^o^^\x\A^%t.^* ^S^Jvi^.^ ^ 
price 2a. 6d. 



narkative of William w. browni m 

American Slave. Written by Himself. The TwiSLFra 
Thousand. Foolscap Svoi pnce Is. 6d. 

'' We would that a copy of this book &}vli be placed 
in eyerv school library m Massachusetts. We hope 
and believe that it will be widely circulated." — boston 
Whig. 

** It is an interesting narrative^ and should be read 
by every person in the country. We commend it to 
the public, and venture the assertion^ that no one who 
takes it up and reads a chapter, will lay it down until 
he has finished it." — NeU) Becfford BuUetin. 

"Wfe have read Mr. Brown's Narratiye, and found 
it a thrilling tale." — Lawrence Courier, 

AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FAGtSi ANECDOTES^ 

Arguments^ and Illustrations from History^ Philosophy, 
and Christianity, in support of the Principles of Perma- 
nent and tJniversal Peace. By Edwin Paxton Hood, 
Author of "Fragments of Thought and Composition," &c. 
18mo, sewed, price Is. 6d. 

A SELECTION OF SCRIPTURAL POETRYi. By 

LovELL Squibb. Third Edition, containing many Original 
Itymns not hitherto published. 18mo, cloth, price 2i. 6d« 
The same to be had nicely bound in silk, with gilt edges, 
4s. 

POETICAL SKETCHES OF SdRIPtURE CHA- 
RACTERS— Abraham to Job. By Mabtha Yeaedlky. 
Sewed, price 6d. 

A SELEOtlON FROM THE WRITING^ OF JOHN 

SYDNEY TAYLOR, A.M.^ BarristeMit-LaW. 8vo^ 
doth, price 12si 

" On this rock we stand — on the adamantine basis of 
Christian principle we would build the whole fabric of 
legislation which regards the public morals/' — (p. 121 S.) 

" The TolttxAe "betote \xa Va ti xtf^^ XrsJCxwsssm^ ^s^^2&s^ 
worth of the deceased -wiilet V — ^YoTk%Kvr«m«K. 
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WILLIAM ALLEN : his Life and Corres^oDdence. 3 vdls^ 
8to, price 24s. 

" The holiest and loveliest of friends." — Dr. Can^helL 

TM£ WELLS OF SCttlPTURE. By Henrietta J. Fry. 

Crown 8vo, cloth, price 2s. 

" This little work is unpretendittg in its character ; 
hut, dwelling as it does on themes of hallowed interest, 
we can, with satisfaction^ recommend it to our readers." 

THREE LECTURES ON THE MORAL ELEVATION 

OF THE PEOPLE. By Thomas Beggs. Price Is. 

** The wpl-king classes ought i^ read them, that they 
may leai'n how much power resides in themselves ; the 
middle classes should r^ad them, and learn that wealth 
confers increased responsibility oil its possessor ; and 
even our nobles should read them, that they may learn 
that the downfal oifaUey and the reign of true nobility 
are alike at hand." — Nottingham Seview, 

** The Lectures are full of large and comjptehensif e 
views of man, and the writer aims ih every respect to 
promote his moral elevation." — Uniteree. 

DEi^ENSiV^ WAR PROVED TO BE A DENIAL OF 

CHRISTIANITY AND OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF GOD. With Illustrative ^acts and Anecdbtes. By 
HENiit C Wright. 12mb, cloth, price 2s. 

THI^ BbY'8 OWN BbOK. Intended as a Present for 
Children oh leaving School. 1 8mo, stiff covers, price 6d, 

THE YOUNG SEftVANt'S BOOK. Intended as a Pre- 
sent for Girls on first going to Service. ISmo, stiff covers, 
price 4d. 

AN INTERESTINO MEMOIR OF THREE BRQ- I 

THEB5, (G.i L., and B. "PeVWi^;^ NiVi^ ^^^^^ii^^^sssc^ N 
tion» 18mo, sewed, price 4d. 
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WATERLOO SERIES. In Seven Numbers, sewed, price 
6d. complete, in a printed wrapper. Edited by Elihu 

BURBITT. 

No. 1. Voice from Waterloo. — ^The Silver Tankard. 

No. 2. Hannibal; or, the Story of a Wasted Life. — 

The Bower on the Hill. 

No. 3. The Story of the Beautiful Book. 

No. 4. The Story of Oberlin. 

No. 5. The Man that Killed his Neighbours. 

No. 6. Soldiers and Citizens. 
No. 7. Story of Frank. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. Designed to aid 
in elevating and perfecting the Sabbath School System. 
By the B/Cv. I. Todd. 12mo, cloth, price 2s. 6d. 

'' Every Sabbath School Teacher should regard it as 
a privilege to purchase and carefully read the work." — 
Fhiladelphic Observer. 

GLEANINGS FOR CHILDREN; or, Easy Stories car^ 
fully selected for Young Children. 18mo, sewed, price 6d. 

THE FUGITIVE BLACKSMITH ; or. Events in the 
History of Dr. Pennington, Pastor of a Presbyterian 
Church, New York. Foolscap 8vo, sewed. The Efeventl^ 
Thousand, price Is. 

" This entrancing narrative * * * We trost that 
thousands of our readers will procure the volume, 
which is published by Mr. Gilpin at a mere trifle — 
much too cheap to accomplish the purpose for which, 
in part or mainly, it has been published — ^the raisins 
a fund to remove the pecuniary burdens which prefi 
on the author's flock. Nothing short of the sale 
OP Fifty Thousand or Sixty Thousand Copies 
could be at all availing for this object. * * * We 
very cordially recommend him and his narrative to the 
kind consideration of our readers.'* — Christian Witness. 

SPEECHES OF RICHARD COBDEN, ESQ., M.P^ 

on Peace, Financial Reform, Colonial Reform, and othe^ 
subjects, delivered dumg 1^49. '5w\^s«k^ ^^q> ^%. 6dL 
cloth ; 2s, 6d. sewed. 



THE NORWEGIAN SAILOR. A Sketch of the Life of 
George Noscob. Written by himself. With an Intro- 
ductory Note by Dr. Baffles. Fifth edition, with an 
account of his death. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, price 2s. 

" He (Q-. Noscoe) was really a remarkable man. I 
would earnestly recommend it to every sailor." — Dr. 
Raffles, 

A GUIDE TO TRUE PEACE; or, a Method of attaining 
to Inward and Spiritual Prayer. Compiled chiefly from 
the writings of Fenelon, Lady Guion, and Michael 
MoLiNos. 32mo, cloth, price Is. 

HINTS ON CULTIVATING THE CHRISTIAN 

TEMPER. By the Eev. H. A. Boardman, D.D. Re- 
printed irom the American edition, 32mo, cloth, price 
6d. 

GALLIC GLEANINGS. A Series of Letters, descriptive 
of Two Excursions to the French Metropolis and the 
Parisian Peace Congress, 1849. Addressed to a Friend in 
London. By A. Nicholson. 18mo, cloth, price 2s. 6d. 

GLEANINGS FROM PIOUS AUTHORS. Comprising 
the Wheatsheaf, Fruits and Flowers, Garden and 
Shrubbery. With a brief notice of the former pub- 
lications of these volumes. By James Montgomert. 
A new edition. Foolscap 8to, price 3s. 

HOW LITTLE HENRY OF EIOHENFELS CAME 

TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 16mo, price Is. 

It is interesting to observe, that the translation of 
this little book (from the German) is the effort of 
young persons, who have willingly sacrificed some hours 
of recreation to aid the cause of humanity. 

THE VOYAGE COMPANION: a Parting Gift to 
Female Emigrants. By the Author of "A Word on 
behalf of a Slave,'* &c., &c. Foolac«i^ %^^^^tss5& ^^* 

). 
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PIgACE CONGRESS. Report of the Prooeedings of the 
Second General Peace Cpngress^ held in Pfirii pn the 
22nd, 23rd, and 24th of August, 1849, JDompiled from 
authentic documents. 8vo, clotbi price 2s. 6d. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ; or, the Apportionment of 
the Representation of the Country on the Basis of its 
Population; being an Inquiry into the working of the 
Reform Bill, and into the merits of the Representatiye 
Scheme by which it is proposed to supersede it. By 
Albxandbr Mackay. 8vo, sewed. Is. 

POLITICAL EQUITY; or, a Fair Equalization of the 
National Burdens, comprised in some intermingled and 
scattered thoughts, suggesting an anti-destitution policy, 
a graduated system of taxation on real property and 
income, &c. By Theofhilus Willijlms. Byo, sewed, 
price 2s. 

ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS* The ^i8tory and Power 
of the Ecclesiastical Courts. By Edward Muscutt. 
Pp. 48. Price 6d. 

REMINISCENCES OF POLAND; her Reyolutions and 
her Rights. A brief sketch of the Causes of the Revolu- 
tions, from 1839 to the incorporation of Oracow with t)ie 
Austrian Empire; with a short local description of 
Cracow. By Isidore XiiviNSKT, a Polish Kefugee. 
Fpolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s.; sewed. Is. 6d. 

PARABLES : Translated from the Grerman of Erumicachbr. 
Contaiqing the Hyacinth ; the Persian, the Jew, ipid the 
Christian; Asaph and Heman; lifp and Dentin ; the 
Mother's Faith, &c. 16mo, sewed, price Is. ■ 

THE PEACE READING BOOK; being a Series of 
Selections from the Sacred Scriptures, the Early Christian 
Fathers, and Historians, Philosophers and Poets, — th« 
wise and thoughtful of all ages ; condemnatory of the 
principles and practice of war, and inculpating those of 
true Christianity. Edited by H. G. Adams. 12mo, 
cloth, price 2s. 1^ 
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THE AGE AND ITS ARCHITEQTS ; Ten Chapters on 
the People and the Times. By Edwin Paxton Hood. 
Fcap. Syo^ price 5s. 

The figures of the statist will generally, in the pourse 
of the work, be conveyed by portraits and descriptions of 
the people with whom we live, and the places in which 
we live. It will be a luci4 analysis of the age and its 
virtues, vices, and views. Historical, Esthetic, and 
Didactic Delineations of the Development of Individual, 
Domestic, and Social Jlegeneration. Writtei^ e^pecfflUj 
for the youthful aspirant to a life of intelligent labour and 
usefulness, 

A POPULAR LIFE OF GEORGE FOX, the First of 
the Quakers. By Josiah Marsh. 8vo, cloth, price 6s. 6d. 

Compiled from his Journal and other authentic sources, 
and interspersed with remarks on the imperfect reforma- 
tion of the Anglican Church, and the consequent spread 
of dissent. 

The work abounds with remarkable incidents, which 
portray a vivid picture of the excited feelings that pre- 
dominated during those eventful periods of our history — 
the Commonwealth and the Restoration. 

H.R.H. PRINCE ALBERT'S PRIZE;* A Plea for the 
Right against Might, or the Temporal Advantages of the 
Sabbath to the Labouring Classes. By John Coblet. 
Foolscap 8vo, price 6d. 

THE SOLDIER'S DESTINY. A Tale of the Times. 
The Enlistment — Leaving Home — ^The Peserter — ^The 
Battle— The Night after the Battle— The Return. By 
George Waller. Foolscap 8vo, price Is. 

MEMOIRS OF PAUL CUFFE, a Man of Colour, compiled 
from Authentic Sourpes. By Wilson Aemisted. 18mo, 
cloth, price Is. 

The e^^ertions of this truly benevolent individual 
entitle him to the esteem of the world, and the grateful 
remembrance of latest po^\jm\.^ » 
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PORTRAITS. 

ELIZABETH FRY. A full-length Portrait of Elixa 
Fry. Engraved by Samuel Cousins, A.B.A., frc 
Picture by George Richmond. 

Artists' Proofs .. ..£10 10s. 

Proofs, with Autographs . . 7 7 

Proofs, with Letters . . 4 4 

Prints 2 2 

ELIZABETH FRY. Engraved on Copper. By Bl 
From a Painting by Leslie. 

Proofs . . . . . . 15s. Od. 

Prints . . . . 7 6 

THOMAS CLARKSON. A Splendid Portrait of 
distinguished Philanthropist. 

India Proofs, First Class . £1 
Second Class . . . . 10 6 

Prints . . . . . . 5 

WILLIAM ALLEN. Drawn on Stone. By Day 
Haohe, from a Painting by Dicksee. 

India Proofs, First Class . £1 10 
Second Class . . . . 110 
Prints 10 6 

SAMUEL CURNEY. Drawn on Stone by Dicksee. 

First Class 10s. Od. 

Prints . . . • . . 5 

JOSEPH JOHN CURNEY^ Engraved in Mezzot 
By C. E. Wagstaff. 

Proofs <s61 

Prints 10 6 

JOSEPH STURCE. Drawn on Stone by Milichamp. 
Proofs . . u, . . 1 Os. Od. 

Prints . . • . . . 5 

HENRY VINCENT. Drawn on Stone by B. Smith. 

Proofs 2ls. Od. 

Second Proofs . . • • 10 6 
Prints ^ ^ 



